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School Days in t lie Village of Galt A

Sell*«il «lay< »<*\\ pas~ !«•/■ *r«- u~.
I"«..ms an«l scenes ««f l««ng ago.

Like a dream they h«*ver ««"vr ns.
Valin ami bright a- evening's gl««xx-. 

Days that knew n«« shade <«i s«*rr««w.
When *«tir voting hearts |inre ami free 

Joyfully liaileil each c««tning m*»rr«m 
< >n this town so dear t«« me.

T1IIÎRI". was luit « «ne public school in 
• •alt seventy tear' ag««. It wa~ l««caicd 
at the lica«l <»f Main street, on north 

'i«lr. ami was lmt a **ne r*-ntie*l Imildin;*. 
lh.im*le«l lo Main street on the '••nth. 
Wellington street the west, a vegetable 
garden *«n the mirth, ami the Mill p*«ml 
on the east. The building occupied most 
• •f the space left. There was m» play­
ground f««r the chihlrcn atten«ling sch*-»l 
in t lv *se « lax ' lmt the public streets. "I lie 
building was roughcast ami plain tvilhin 
as «ell a- xxithont. There were no sep­
arate scat- f«*r the scholars, but r.-tx- ot 
seat» «.it each '*«le of the building. A 
large I*«\ sti«xe in the midille of the r*■ *m. 
large enough to lake in a r*.r«lxx*s«l stick, 
fiirnisheil the heating arrangement. The 
girl' i>cciipird the ~va 1 - on the east side 
an«l the Imy» ih-»se oil the west, xxhile a 
•lesk along the north end acc«»mm«««latcd 
the larger hots, with their backs to the 
rest ..f the sxdveil. The lmilding xvas taken 
«loxvii '..me xears ago. ami a brick bnihl- 
ing now occupies its place, which is ii'c«l 
a' a carriage and Idacksmith shop.

Mr. tlowin!«<k. an aged gentleman, was 
■ mr teacher 1 he lir'l in 1 lie xillage of 
• •alt. lie lixed al»*nl 1x\«* miles xxc«t of 
the xillage ••!! tin- Hlair r*«a«l. ami carrie«l 
liis dinner, the distance living t««o great f««r 
him to go home at noon. >• xvas also the 
case with the scholars from tile country. 
John tlowmhwk was |»..rii in <•rernlull. 
Sc««tland. m the xear 17SS lb-fore c*»tivng 
to Cana«la he and his brother. • «e**rgr 
toux inlock. c**mlncte«l a prix ate academy, 
xvhkdi ixa' one of the leailing institution* 
of that time in Kdinhtirgh. l*ciiig attended 
b_x the families •-! maux of tile nobility. 
Xfter a time the strain of teaching told on 
his health ami his phx sirian adx iscd him 
to c«.me to Vanada. It is liehexeil they 
arrtxe«l in this country ami settled on 
Hlair n«ad al» <111 1S34. Thex came here

•lirect fr*«m the • >!«l Country ami 1*«light 
that farm with a l««g cabin on it fr««m a 
(German. Hi' brother ami he were 
am««ng't the foremost exhicat««rs of their 
«lay. In thi~ c««iiiitry they published a 
ivh<«le set «if sell*-«1 l»«««k'. some of them 
es|iecially tile arithmetic, were 11 ~e«l in the 
sch««»«ls for s*.me length <«l time, lie <lie«l 
Sept. 13th. i.8is<. age«l So years. Hannah, 
his wife. «Iie«l Sept, jpith. 1X58. ageil ~j 

xears. Co-orge. their s.in. die«l June loth. 
1S35. age«l 13 x ears

There were lmt f«*nr branches taught in 
the school rea«ling. writing, arithmetic 
ami '|H-liing. That xxas long before there 
xxas a railxxax to •"•ait. ami xviieii we look 
hack to 1 h-os- earlx «laxs xx«- are remin«le«l 
that "linix- llies." Xml in it~ lliglit. one by 
«me of ««nr former svh*-*l companions pass 
to the threat Ilex■ -ml from whence m« 
traveller returns. \* far as xvc know 
there are but sVxen ««f u~ now left that 
aiiemli-«l t"..*xxinlock's 'clt*««l in tlie year 
1X44. namely. Mr*. XX alter Sx-.«it. «laughter 
of the late William Ferguson, an «•!«! ami 
res|tccied rv-i«lrnt of the village, who ha«l 
a blacksmith sh«»p «m the c*«mer of XX'est 
Main and Si. Amlrew's streets; site i» in 
her «(.ini year. bright an«l still active:
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