
IRON AND STEEL.

Introductory.

Till' tii-ttiiil quantity of iron ore derived from Cuimdiiin ii> a tntncit duriiiK
1!U8 wax, with the exroptinn of the year 1011, the lowest since ItHJO.

DuriuK the paat 18 years the production has varied l>ctwren a minimum
of 122,()0() toni and a maximum of 404,000 tonn and for many yearn hiis not
('ontril)Uted more than '» per cent of dompHtic ref(uircment^ in iron.

The metallurKtcal induttr ^ed upon importe<l ores ti»t continuid to

tievelon and in both pJK-iron t i, teel attainetl its maximum output durinic

1018, but if* fltill supplying bi. faction of Canada's requirementM in mtknu-
factured iron and ateel products.

The average annual production of pig-iron during the lust seven years hm*
been a little in exress of 1,000,000 tons, a larse [lercentuge oi whicV has lieen

converted into steel. The annual production of steel has nearly doubled sincn

1012 amounting during 1018 to 1,873,708 tons. Supplementing the domestic pro-
duction of <<teel the annual imports of iron and steel products in so far as it is pos-
^lible to determine the quantities has for a number oi years con<«id<Tably exceeded
1,000,000 tons.

Notwithstanding the country's heavy imports a con.<*itlorable export was
made during the war more particularly of ferro-alloys, billets, bars and rods,

rails and wire.
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