CLOSE OF BALDWIN'S CAREER

get that, if divided, they would be powerless and
we be, to use the expression of a Tory of some
years ago, ‘destined to be dominated and led by
the people of another race.” For myself, I spurn the
efforts that are made to sunder the people of
French Canada. Never will they succeed.”
LaFontaine resigned in October, 1851. The
break-up of the ministry was, of course, fol-
lowed by a general election in which he played
no part. Baldwin presented himself to the elec-
tors of the fourth riding of York and was de-
feated by Hartman, a Clear Grit. In his speech
to the electors, after the announcement of his
defeat, he declared that he had felt it his duty
once more to place himself before them and “not
to take upon himself the responsibility of origin-
ating the disruption of a bond which had been
formed and repeatedly renewed between him and
the electors of the north riding.” With the election
of 1851, Robert Baldwin’s public career entirely
terminates. From that time until his death, seven
years later, he lived in complete retirement at
“Spadina.” Though but forty-seven years of age at
the time of his resignation, his health had suffered
much from the assiduity of his parliamentary
labours. In 1854 he was created a Companion of
the Bath, and in the following year the govern-
ment of John A. Macdonald offered him the
position of chief-justice of the common pleas.
This offer, and the later invitation (1858) to accept
857




