
THE SETTLER

He May Now Get His Patent in Three Years
Instead of Five—Gets all on the Ground,

Above and Beneath it—No Large

Grants to Speculators*

In th«' nuitttT of land ivyulHtions »iu\ trentnuMit of th*- sHtlerH,
the (Jovernment found iimicIi await iiifr it« hi I'ntioii. TIutc was no
imifonuit.v of trcatnii-nt. S<-ttlfr,s on rV»v iJnint haiid in the Rainy
Kiver country were hMc to prove u\> their settlenu-nt dntipH and get
their patents in three years. In the sales districts further east a
settler was re((iiire(l to put in four years' resident, and in the older
Free (Jrant I.istriets in .MusUoka. I'arry Sound and Kastern Ontario,
the settlers were required to put in even five year.-i before they eould
qurlily for their deeds. There was no reason why one district should
havt^ an advantage over another in thi., respect, and the 'iovernment
has amended tlu' difl'erent laws and retridations. pntvidinjr for a uni-

form period of three years to qualify for patent anywhere in Greater
Ontario. This places Ontario settlers on a parity with those of the
Northwest Territory and removes a very real canst of complaint.

ALL ON THE GROUND, ABOVE AND BENEATH IT.

My amendment of the Public Lands' Act of ]8J»1. the Liberal
(Jovernment reserved from the patents of settlers on sales land the right
to the mineral, if any. on their farms. This meant that a man might
buy land from the Oovernment. pay for it. and improve it. but could
only get the juitent for the agricultural rigl ts. and he might wake up
s«mie line morning and find that a prospector had staked a valuable
mine (m his {)roperty. The miner had. of course, to arrange with the
owner for damages to surface rights, but no such arrangement was
as satisfactory as the right to the mineral that might be found on
one's own property. If the veterans were entitled to the minerals.


