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sd by law In Iho Provlncr at the I n-

loii, or U the U'ltUluturc of the Pnn
vliicc haM Hliiet' ihc liiinit fBtablUI'i'd
MtKili a NVNti'iti The ri>pi:nalp ^rnviM-
Inh (i( Ihtt Mmittobu Act wan ' murti
iliM iiKM'il In thi' Kfcimd Maiiitotiii

.Sc'hdol I'itMv, til which I Khali haw<
ocraiiloii uKalii tu refer

Uy ihn lutirth claum* u very llmlttd
h'KiMlutlvp JiirtHihctlnii tit cuiiferred mu
(he DumlriUm Parliumeiit It in eti-

ubtml hv "remedial leKi>tlati*>>i" to
Klve to a minority rv>lrv)i« tu which
under claune 3 the Dominion Kxecii-
tive has fuiind It entitled, Hhnuld the
pnivincf* decline u lenislaU' in ac-

cordiihce with its deciKlon Thiit prt>~

vlhKin was alHo dixctmHcd in the
IMunltoba caiuv Moreover, Kliuiild the
IKiriiiniun Kxecullve at unv timi; llnd

ami declare that any l*rovinciul l^cff-

islutiire ban lailvd tn carry out any
firoviNlon of section 0,1, Parliunient
R enabled to leKiNlatc in order to af-

ford relief. A very obvious uppllra-
lion of this power would be tu a
caxe in which the Province of Quebec
had nok accorded, uiuler clauiie 2, to
the Protectant niinoritv Home rlKht
enjoyed at tfae time of ('ontederation
by the Ontario t*athoHcs in regard to
their separate schools. To the honor
of French Catholic Quebec there nev-
er has been any occaiiion to Invokn
Dominion Interference for the protec-
tion of the riKbtb of the Proteiitant
minority under this provision, To
what other cases or in what other
circumstances clause 4 would be ap-
plicable has not yet been determined.
The scheme of this sub-section re-

quires that leffislative action by the
Dopil.-i.un Parliament shall in evcrv
rase be preceded by and based upon a
judicial llndinK or declaration by the
(fOVtrnor-Oeneral in Council that 'Cir-

cumstances exist which justify and
call for the intervention of the Fed-
eral Parliament in what is primarily
a suhoect within provincial leKislativa
jurisdiction.
Your knrwIedKe of the jealousy

with wlilcli federal interference with
state rights is regarded in your own
country will enable you to under-
stand with what circumspection our
Dominion authorities must exercise
the supervisory and remedial powers
entrusted to them for the pre action
of the educational rights of religious

minorities. When to the jealousy,

with which federal interefereace with

xu-called provincial flKhti la vIcwmI.
you add the fact that provincial aiv

tliMi In nducittliinal mattcM which ta

the (H-caiiton u( federal aid lH>ln«

Nought Invariably urouM'K sectarian

aniiiioriiU unU bitteriiesK. which
spreadH from tim province iMimriliale-

ly confvrnoil to the Dominion at
large, \nu will appreciate that it

situation of grave dillU'uUv and
great dfltcacy U the result. Although
the Dominion Kxecutive ia Itiell ea-

sentialty a political body, it In usual-

ly compoMcd of large-minded patriot-
ic men and it is capable, when call-

ed upon tu deal judicially with such
Krave and momentous questionN, of

rising above mere party politics and
of putting aside conHlderationa of par-
ty advantage in order to render Jus-

tice to thosf! who seek it. Hut when
such a situation must be dealt with
by a House of Conimons composed or

215 menibcrs, elected from all parts
of Canada, it is almost too much to
expect that the political effect ol ac-
tion for or against the mlnuritv
should 'm wholly ignored and tlmt

party jxigencies should be entirely

disregarded. And If this be so in

Ihirliament what Is likely to happen
If such a question should reach thu
stage when It must be debated on po-
lilicat platforms, canvassed on the
hustings and voted upon by the elec-

torate in tli«^ heat of a Parliament-
ary contest? ;' the wisdom of at-
tempting .o r '^ide for the redress
of griev-ices oi provincial minorities
in educational matters by federal leg-

islative Interveniion, I may be al-

lowed. In tlie light of experience, to
express the gravest doubt.
Hut In order to appreciate the

full purport of the several provisioiis
of section 9i of the H.N.A Act and
their bearing and effect upon the re-
lations of the civil authoritv in Can-
ada tn Catholic education, it is ne-
cessary to have in mind, in general
outline at least, the circumstances in
which Confederation was originally
formed, the manner in which it was
extended to embrace other provinces
and the conditions with regard to
^'atholic education which prevailed in

the several original confederating
provinces at and immediately prior
to the year I8f>7, and, in the cases of
provinces subsequently taken in or
created, at or immediately prior to
their becoming members of the Vnion.


