300 HEROES OF AVIATION

Lieutenant von Kendall, killed Aprll 3T . < v« 1d
Lieutenant Kirmaier . . . S it A
Lieutenant Theiller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Lieutenant Serfert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Lieutenant Mulzer . . .. 10
Lieutenant Banfield (-\uqtrmn) wnundui June 7, l'llx .. 9
Lieutenant Leffers, killed December 27, 1916 . . . . . 9
Lieutenant Schulte . . . B |
Lieutenant Parschau, killed luly "b ]‘Hb e s LR
Lieutenant Schilling . . o sl B
Lieutenant Immelmann, kl”(’d June 18 1916 . e e [
Lieutenant Fahlbusech . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Lieutenant von Siedlitz. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Lieutenant Rosenkranz . . . . . . . . . . . . b
Lieutenant Habor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Lieutenant Reimanon . . . . . . . . . . . . . b

Manford von Richthofen, favorite of the Kaiser, and the
pride of the German army, was the celebrated commander of
the enemy air squadron officially known as Judgstaffel No. 11,
but familiar to all airmen as the Tango Circus. Of aristocratic
birth, he was a lieutenant of Uhlans before the outbreak of the
war. The former air champion, Captain Boelke, induced him
to enter the Air Service in 1915, and his first victory was won
in September, 1916. In seven months the flying squadron which
he led shot down 200 aeroplane antagonists.

In less than fifteen months’ active flying, von Richthofen
personally brought down 70 aeroplanes and 10 observation
balloons, mostly British. He flew the swiftest type of aero-
planes that German constructors could build, and he mounted
upon them two Spandau machine guns that fired straight
ahead between the blades of the propeller. His machine he
painted a bright red, and for the past eight months his men-
acing presence thus courted identification from his enemies
with a self-confidence and audacity truly admirable.

He was shot down April 21, 1918, over the Somme River,
at the Amiens front, and his new Fokker triplane, a personal
gift to him from Fokker himself, fell into the British lines.




