
tasks for which they were lit; millions of men were busied in
sterile middleman or lawyer or customs odicial tasks or were
not busied at all. A host of pMrasitos fattened upon what little
was produced. Such in brief was the e.\planalion piven in the
first htilf of the nineteenth century by Fourier or Owen or
Sainl-Simon, with, of eimr.ie, m:iny individual variations.

lu the second half of the century, l\:ii'l Mar.x made ids
preat cor.trilaition to .socialist theory, and shaped the course of
the movement down to our day.

In tile [inalysis which Marx made of the existing industrial
..ysteni and its tendencies there are t iu'ce points which must,
be noticed. They arc the inatiTialist concejition of history,
the lali'M theory of <:i|ih' and 'Urpliis \a.hii'

of capitalist de\'elopnient.

Till .\tiiti riiili.'il Ciiiiri iii:,,,. nf IPflni'Ji. In comninii with
other thinkers of his time, .Mar\ o])posed tlie earlii'r opinion
which made histoi-y a record of individual feats and of con-
scious strixin),'. The world h.id t)een moved by yreal -social

points which mus
l)tion of history .

and the forecast

t had
rce

forces, and could not have advanced olherwi.se than
done. In this ilerelipnient, .Marx continued, the chief I'l'

was class strusryle. siniirule I'^r economic welfare. At bolt
all history was to he (.>xnl;.,.ied in economic terms. .All pcditics
end war. all relitrion anil art and science, depended in l.ist analy-
sis on the form of economic uriranizalion thai invvailed. and
chances in these spheres of lir<. nien-ly relleeted economic
changes. In his own words li-, championid "that view of the
course of history which seeks the ultimate cause and the trreat
movinjT power of all important historic events in the economic
develonmenf of society, in the chanires in the modes of pi'oduc-
tion and exchange, in the consec|uent (livisicjn of society into
classes against one another." Or somewhat more fully: "That
proposition is. that in every historical epoch, the prevailing
m.ide of economic production and exchange, and the social
organization necessarily following from it. form the basis upon
which is built up, and from which alone can be explaine<l, the
political and intellectual history of that enoch; that conseiiuent-
Iv the whole history of mankind (since the dis.solution of prim-
itive tribal society, holding land in common ownership) has
been a history of class struggles, contests between exploiting
and exploited, ruling and oppressed classes: that the history
of these class struggles forms a series of evolution in which,
nowadays, a stage has l)een reached where the exploited and
onpressed class—the proletariat—cannot attain its emancipa
tion froin the sway of the exploiting and ruling class—the
bourgeoisie—wMthout, at the same time, and once and for all,

emancipating society at large from all exploitation, oppression,
class distinctions and class struggles."


