Ottawa,24th March,1903,

. 3 bog to acknowledge the rooolpt of your Jednt
lotter of 5th instant asserting that during the last few
years there has been an increasing prevalence of immore

. ality among ‘Indinno of the Reserve,and proceeding to
state that last sumser Ben Jacksom (alleged by you te be
of 1llegitimate birth) was admitted to membership in the
Band and that altheugh Selemes E.James was oredited with
having moved the resoltuion at tho‘-ioting"af Council
which led to the admission of Jackson,as a matter of fact
he neither did so nor had any kuowledge of it,

In reply I beg to state that the result of tn-
quiry into your assertions relative to the prcvnlanco of
immorality tends to show that while there may be a :
good deal to regret in this diroction,tlnnrtltty is net
on the increase,and there would not &ppear to be any
call for special interference on the part of the Departe
ment at the presemt Juncture,

With reference to the case of Jacksoh,as the
Department's reason for deciding to authorise his admise-
fon was that it was satisfied by the evidence submitted
to it that he was the legitimate son of & member of the
Band,it would not appear to be of much consequence whether
& mistake was made or not as to thoi-.ot the mover of
the
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