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Rave done wrong

I am writing this letter in response
to an article published last week by
the Gazette in general, and Stuart
McMillan in particular. His article,
“Sardine drug fiends” provided a stere-
otypical but somewhat amusing view
of the growing “rave” scene in Hali-
fax. Unfortunately, it is written from
the point of view of a regular college
student, not a journalist out to un-
cover “the truth”.

Unlike anything else published on
these parties, McMillan has done no
research, has not talked to the peo-
ple involved and has been unable to
show any insight as to what actually
goes on. Whatever, that's what ['ve
come to expect from the Gazette over
the years.

What really pisses me off about this
article is the title — “Sardine drug
fiends”. Regardless as to what goes on
at these parties, what are you think-
ing? The only reference to drugs in your
article is your pathetic attempt at a
clever simile: “All of our bodies packed
like sardines on dope.” This title propa-
gates every stereotype about these par-
ties. What you witnessed at “Two” was
the relatively new and growing party
scene in this city. The last thing the
people responsible for these parties need
is press of this nature.

Again, every other article on this
scene has managed to be objective
and promote this scene as an open
and friendly environment, rather
than a collection of people hopped
up on crack. I'm probably giving your
article too much credit in that it may
actually sway the opinion of any of
our student population, but still — it
isn't needed.

I am also disappointed with the Ga-
zette for publishing an article with a
title like this. I expected more from a
student paper than I did from local
press. I was wrong. The local press is
being objective and you are making the
sweeping generalizations. If that is
what you think of what is going on,
buy yoursell a six-pack and stay at
home and act mental to “Firestarter”.
Don't bother coming back.

Andy Haigh
D] @Two
ahaigh@is2.dal.ca

CRO defence

While I have kept a determined
stance of no public retaliation to some
of the nonsense and misbehaviour
during this recent election period, I
feel I must respond to Dan Clark's re-
cent letter to the editor (Gazette,
March 27th). His assertions of Monica
Gillis' incompetence with regards to
her article written for the Gazette the
week previous were cheap and vin-
dictive. I would like to dispel any dis-
tortions of fact.

FACT: The CRO, let alone the Elec-
tions Committee who are responsible
for the wording of all referendum
questions, were not made aware until
February 16th, 1997 of any referen-
dum questions. The Election Nomina-
tion week began on February 17th,
1997.

FACT: These questions were passed
by council without consultation by the
Committee and were inappropriately
worded and were not suitable to be
placed on the ballot. They needed to
be reworded and sent back to council.

FACT: The final questions were not
passed by council until March 11th,
1997. Voting began on March
10th,1997.

FACT: Council did not “follow the
referendum procedure correctly.” The
DSU Judicial Board has made a ruling
to this effect. And as the CRO, I can
safely assert that the CRO was not
given the “questions in plenty of time."

FACT: The Election Committee is
one of the hardest working commit-
tees of the DSU. You put up with all
kinds of nonsense and you have to do
it with a smile. Cheap shots abound
and you have to stay the course.
Transfer of power is a delicate proc-
ess and the committee has proved
themselves beyond par. Monica doesn't
have “to protect” sweet diddly.

Monica has been given the often
thankless task of election coverage.
She has done so with energy and en-
thusiasm. Any interviews that I was
asked to make with her were always
well prepared and the questions she
asked were intelligent and well re-
searched.

These are the facts of life that Mr.
Clark must learn to live with.

Jenny Riordan, CRO

- The last of the tree huggers

BY CHRIS BENJAMIN

This one goes out to all my
Commerce friends who, since I
wrote an article for the Gazette
last month about boycotting, have
called me everything from a tree
hugger to a communist — all in
good fun of course. For the record,
[ don't believe in communism, I
have never embraced a tree and I
don’t even lean to the left. But
having expressed concern for my
fellow human beings and all life
on earth, I have found myself in
the role of nonconformist — at
least in the Commerce world. I
have been told that readers were
surprised to discover that the anti-
corporate crusader who wrote the
article “To boycott or not to boy-
cott”, was actually a Commerce
student.

Well, as I said, I'm not a leftist
and I am not anti-corporate.
What [ am is against unethical
behaviour that injures the living
or causes unnecessary pain and
suffering — especially when such
behaviour is deemed excusable
because dollars are at stake. Don't
get me wrong, I love money. I
want money, I need money, and I
fear a life without money like
colonialists feared malaria. How-
ever, unlike many other people in
the world, I know that there is
more to life than dollars, and I

Special thanks for

this issue goes to
Sue, Fred and all
the great people at
Bayers Road
Bowlarama.

BEFORE YOU JOIN
THE RAT RACE
POINT YOUR MOUSE
IN OUR DIRECTION.

CRUISE BY OUR WEBSITE TO WIN 191 HEOK,

The Bait: A brand new Neon from Chrysler (approx-
imate retail value $19,600). The catch: There is none.
Just fill out a ballot by May 19, 1997 (contest closing
date) and before you know it you could be putting a few

thousand clicks on your very own Neon. Even-if you

don't win, you'll still qualify for a $750 Graduate Rebate
on any Chrysler® over and above all other deals. So snap
to it. Visit www.chryslergrad.com, or call
1-800-361-3700 or see your Atlantic
Chrysler dealers for details.
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"Cffer applies to select models excluding Dodge Viper and Plymouth Prowler. Rebate includes GST. Limited time
offer applies to 1997, 1996 and 1995 university or college graduates. See dealer for conditions and details

ColKey

would rather live in poverty than
know that innocent people were
hurt so that I could own a lavish
home, eat like a pig every night,
and wear Hilfigers and Italian
shoes. When I make my millions
[ will make damn sure that I do it
right, and not at the expense of
others. Yes Virginia, it is possible
to succeed without deception.
Fortunately for me this is a
country of free speech, although
sometimes it does not feel that
way. In my business classes when
I speak of anything that could
result in an injured bottom line I
feel like I am looked upon as a
fool. People don’t understand why
I take offense to the term “tree
hugger”, even when it's used in
jest. The reason is that it makes
anyone who gives a damn about
other people, or about the future

of our planet, sound like some
moron who just fell off the boat
(and maybe had a few too many
drinks while on board).

The real fools are those who
are too shortsighted to realize that
their actions have long term con-
sequences. Deforestation projects,
business deals with mass murder-
ers and releasing pesticides into
the air are all practices that leave
dead bodies and destroyed ecosys-
tems. To paraphrase a Cree prov-
erb, once we have killed all our
food and destroyed all our culture,
then we will see that our precious
dollars cannot be eaten.

Although I have no plans to
hug my nearest tree, [ don’t plan
on pulling out my chain saw and
butchering the hell out of it ei-
ther.

What's so stupid about that?

See you in September.
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Changes In Lafifude with lvan the Terrestrial
Folkloric rhythms and modern global melanges.

Wallflower's Revenge with Lyse Boyce
An eclectic combo of music, audio art & literature.

Songs Without Words with Tim Crofts
Classical Music emphasising 20th Century Composers.

The Avacado Surf Lounge with Babe & Exacta
Post-modern surfboard hula-hoop in a time warp.

Ocean of Soul with Kwame Young
Ols school Soul & R'n', served up with a poiitical siant.

Caribwave wit Marcella Andre & Lorraine Ferguson
. news, features & recipes from the Caribbean.

The In Sound From Way Out with John MacMaster
The latest In techno and Industrial dance music.

Pay your pledge by April 10 to be eligible for the Grand Prize Draw!

WORLD WIDE WEB PAGE:

is2.dal.ca/ ~ckdufm/

TEFL Certlﬁcate Course

experience abroad

*Small classes

Apr. 7 - 7pm - $10

ATLANTIC OVERSEAS TEACHING INSTITUTE

«Dynamic Team of practicing ESL teachers with

*M.Ed. (TESOL) Curriculum Advisor
*Practical, student centered approach

«Succesful placement in Korea, Venezuela, the Czech
Republié, Poland, Thailand, Saudi Arabia, Chi_na...
+2 week evening course Apr. 14 & 28

5 consecutive Saturdays - Apr. 19
«Orientation Session on Course & Opportunities

»Speaker’s Session: Korea/Eastern Europe
Sunday, April 20 (2pm-4pm) $10
*Seminar: Teaching in Japan-$20
Sunday, May 4 (2pm-4pm)
Atlantic Overseas Teaching Institute
1106 Barrington St Halifax NS B3H 2R2

423-4767 Fax: 425-7445 E-mail:aoti@istar.ca
http://home.istar.ca/-aoti

Teach
English
Overseas




