
the Gazette October 3,1996 / ed page 7

Talking Terrorism Want a ride, baby ?
The Gazette Classifieds can take you there. 

Ride notices in the Gazette 
$3.00/25 words

Call 494-6532BY MUATAZ NOFFEL its tautological and circular char
acteristics are anti-narrative.

“terrorism," counterterrorism, 
and terrorist expertise obliterated 
all the historic processes that 
might conceivably have produced 
so many terrorists and so many 
acts of terror.

But I also want to say that in 
the specific case of “talking ter
rorism" in the Middle East, cru
cial distinctions have been 
characteristically eluded. There 
has been terrorism, there has 
been cruel, insensate, shameful 
violence, yes, but who today can 
stand before us and say that vio
lence is all, or even mainly, on the 
side of the labelled “terrorists". 
Who can say that virtue is on the 
side of civilized states who in 
many ways do tend in fact to rep
resent decency, democracy, and a 
modicum of “the good"? I must 
confess that I find the entire ar
senal of words and phrases that 
derive from the concept of terror
ism both inadequate and shame
ful. There are few ways of talking 
about terrorism now that are not 
corrupted by the propaganda war 
of the past decade, ways that have 
become, in my opinion, disquali
fied as instruments for conduct
ing rational, secular inquiry into 
the cases of human violence. Is 
there some other way of appre
hending what might additionally 
be involved when we now un
thinkingly use the word terror
ism? Is there a style of thought 
and language that pretends nei
ther to get past the word's em
broiled semantic history, nor to 
restore it. cleansed and sparkling 
new, for polemical use?

Terrorism in the West is almost 
subliminally associated in the first and the truth for a consecutive 
instance with Islam, a notion no historical experience stand little 
less overused and vague than ter- chance of wide acceptance. It is 
rorism itself. In the minds of the easily ignored, for example, that 
unprepared or unalert, Islam calls everything that the Israelis do to 
up images of bearded clerics and the Palestinians constitutes bru- 
mad. suicidal bombers. Behind tality and oppression easily rival- 
the Islamic images stand the Pal- ling the previous South African 
estinian terrorists, who in the regimes, or that world leaders and 
unexamined popular mythology antinuclear movements have 
of our day are presumed to have nothing to say about the Israeli 
begun the whole shameful and nuclear threat. There is every 
frightful thing. One thing about chance that ignorance about Is- 
"terrorism", as a phenomenon of rael’s current attitude toward Pal- 
the public sphere of communica- estinians will keep pace with 
tion and representation in the sustained encomiums on Israel’s 
West that seems most striking, is pioneering spirit, democracy and 
its isolation from any explanation humanism, 
or mitigating circumstances. Also 
striking is "terrorism’s" isolation with images of Israel’s siege and 
from representations of most devastation of Beirut and South 
other dysfunctions, symptoms, Lebanon for the second time af- 
and maladies of the contempo- ter the summer of 1982, and its 
rary world.

No wonder then, that "facts"

Graduate Students: 
Worried about Tuition?

■ The University of Alberta in Edmonton is the onlv university 
in Canada to offer tuition scholarships. When combined with a 
stipend, your tuition scholarship provides secure funding for a 
defined enrollment period.

■ Tuition scholarships can be used in conjunction with other 
forms of financial assistance.
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universities.
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WWW: http://www.ualberta.ca/-graduate/graduate.html
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bloody injustice practiced against 
Terrorism’s appearance of iso- the Palestinian children during 

lation has almost always been the past decade. Its current and 
misleading. Terrorism has ap- continual denial of Palestinian’s 
peared regularly in conjunction basic human rights — such as the 
with other stigmatized groups: practice of collective punishment. 
Islam. Palestinians, and Iran — demolishing homes of innocent 
that is. objects, concepts, peoples, families, and the illegal disposses- 
and cultures poorly and antitheti- sion of the lands from its owners 
cally known, and therefore more — is no secret. Nevertheless, “ter- 
liable to technical, metaphysical, rorism” is still supposed by the 
and ultimately ideological con- journalists and audiences to be an 
structions. To my knowledge, of almost Platonic essence inherent 
no other country, religion, cul- in all Palestinians and Muslims, 
turc, or ethnic group except Is- without historical, social, or po- 
lam has it been said that terrorism litical circumstances or conditions 
is after a fashion, endemic. By the to provoke it. Even more impor- 
nature of the argument, evidence tant, however, the discourse of 
is problematic but it is shuffled 
about with curious results. All
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attended Dalhousie Monday through Saturday 
and Fort Massey Church on Sunday!

We’re located on the corner of Queen & Tobin St. 
near South St., minutes from Fenwick
Presenting the hit musical, Godspell, Nov 23. 24 

singers, actors, dancers, backstage hands are needed.

Barbara Thompson Wilson. Director of Music 
The Rev’d Trent. D. Cleveland-Thompson, Minister 

Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
423-4294A feast fit for students?sorts of strange objects appear. 

For example, the Islamic mind, 
ancient conflict, remarkable but

unemployment were obviously 
not addressed.

And of course, it would have 
been improper to have brought 
up issues such as the govern
ment's backtracking on the Lib
eral’s Red Book promise to fund 
a $100 million Youth Corps Pro
gram to employ 10.000 youths 
every year.

It would have been unthink
able to ruin the party by talking 
about the government's privati
zation of the Canada Student 
Loans Program, which could 
lead to banks determining who 
is eligible for loans.

Naturally, the wine just 
wouldn't taste the same if there 
was discussion on the $7 billion 
in federal cuts to social trans
fer payments to the provinces, 
money designated in large part 
to educational institutions.

But just when you thought 
things couldn't get any better 
for youth, they have. The con
ference was so successful that 
Canada’s second largest bank, 
the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce, has generously of
fered to host the second na
tional conference on youth 
next march. The CISC will not 
only determine the conference 
agenda, but will also decide 
who the participants are.

"I can’t tell you how thrilled 
I am that one of our leading 
financial institutions in the 
country will continue with 
what we've begun here today 
with young people by sponsor
ing another conference,” said 
an enthusiastic Douglas 
Young, Federal Minister of Hu
man Resources.

I’m glad to be out of it, quite 
frankly.

BY SAMER MUSCATIunnameable affinity to malicious 
violence — all of them attesting 
to the essential traits that suppos-

Have you decided to pursue an MBA?
Have you decided which MBA program is right for you?

MBA INFORMATION FORUM ‘96 
Monday, October 7 

4:00 - 7:00 p.m.
World Trade & Convention Centre 

1800 Argyle St., Halifax, Nova Scotia
Meet MBA program representatives from..; 

Alberta, British Columbia, Calgary, Clarkson, Dalhousie, 
Ivey Business School, Manitoba, McGill, McMaster, 

Memorial, Ottawa, Queen’s, Simon Fraser, St. Mary’s, 
Toronto, Wilfred Laurier, York...

OTTAWA (CUP) They may
not know how to run the country, 

edly have been there eternally and or even organize a national con- 
are susceptible neither to histori- ference, but they can make a 
cal change nor to any sort of chocolate mousse that will knock

your socks off.
The Federal government last 

month wined and dined over 100

amelioration.
Nowhere is the paradigmatic 

rhetorical combination of client 
appeal and blockage more clear 
than in the work of political sci
entists in Israel and the United

national conference on youth del
egates to a feast fit for kings. It was 
a meal that most students undoubt
edly have every day along with 

States. Their recent foreign policy their caviar and truffles, 
has been staked on the fight 
against terrorism: a political de- flown in from across the country 
cision arrived at consciously and t° Ottawa to find solutions to the 
therefore ideologically as a growing problems that youth face

in the “new economy”.
Logically, almost no student 

groups were invited to the youth 
conference. For what would stu-

The handpicked delegates were

method for dealing with resist
ance to US-Israeli power. In addi
tion, this decision made it possible 
for the government-sponsored dents possibly know about youth 
outpouring against terrorism ei- issues? The government wisely de- 
ther to screen or to legitimize the 
governmental violence of both termined by suit wearing 
countries. This is not to say that young-liberals, corporate lackeys 
terrorism does not exist, but and government officials that at- 
rather to suggest that the exist- tended the three day rendezvous, 
ence of terrorism signifies first, in The catchphrases of the cor
relation to “us", the alien and ence were ' building partnerships

and creating opportunity . 
Speaker after speaker warned of the 
new economy, where reliance on 
federal government handouts will 
be a thing of a past.

“Gone are the days you can 
throw a cheque towards solving 
social problems," extolled MP

NS LINKScided that our future should be de-

Student Internship - Investment Pays

Eager to put your skills to work? Worried about obtaining 
career-related work experience? Interested in earning tuition 
money?
NS Links can help. NS Links is an internship program that 
gives post-secondary students the chance to gain practical 
work experience through wage-subsidized work placements 
with employers throughout Nova Scotia.
NS Links is a partnership among the Department of Education 
and Culture, Human Resources Development Canada, Nova 
Scotia Economic Renewal Agency, and Nova Scotian 
businesses.
For more information on how you can earn while you learn, 
contact your campus Student Services Office or the 
Employment Office today.

9 gratuitously hostile force. It is 
destructive, systemic, and control
led. It is a network and a con
spiracy run from Iran, Iraq,
Beirut, Palestine, Libya, and Cuba.
Most of all, terrorism has come 
to signify “our" view for every
thing in the world that seems in- Maurizio Bevilacqua, chair of the
imical to our interests, army, national conference. “Today's 

, . , .. youth need effective partnerships,policy, or values. As such it can ,f ,. , ^; , . ,r ...... self-reliance and entrepreneur-be used to justify every thing we ^p ..
do and to delegitimize as well as 
dehumanize everything "they” 
do. The very indiscriminateness of quality of education, high students 
terrorism, actual, and described, debt, and chronic student

Irrelevant and trivial issues such
as rising tuition costs, decreasing ^COPA
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