Featuring:
® The best videos in town”
® Nightly dancing

® [ive Rock ‘n’ Roll on Saturday afternoons

® Weekly and daily specials

Come and see why we proudly claim

we’re

‘The Best Party In Town’

1786 Granville Street, Halifax, N.S., B3J 1X7

DON'T
BE A
STATISTIC

QOver ten million people
will be swimming
in our Canadian waters
and swimming pools
this year. Close to 1,000
will become a
drowning statistic.
Don't let it happen to
you. Register in a
Red Cross Water Safety
program today.

425-5249

2112 GOTTINGEN ST

FLAMINGD
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BASIC ENGLISH
FALSE SECURITY
DOG FOOD
OCTOBER GAME
ROLAND BLINN
MARK WELNER

DOORS OPEN ADM. $3.50
7:30pm after 11pm $2.00

A
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BASIC
ENGLISH

DOORS OPEN 7:30pm

FRI

NOV :
FROM VANCOUVER

doors open 7:30pm

DRY

HEEVES

adm. $5.50

SATURDAY:
: STRATE
FRIDAY GOFOURB JAKETS
ROLAND BLINN
AND THE FISHERMEN ADM $5.50

AFTER 11pm $3.50

entertainment
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Large or Extra Large Pizza
with this coupon

$553555555539535585888

one film $3.

info

420-1051

after 11pm $3.50

Antonio Pizza

00

£ OFF Regular Price of

ffer expires without notice
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6186 Quinpool Road
Halifax, N.S.

429-5225

Pizza

Subs

Donairs

Fish & Chips
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Design your
own drugs

By PAUL WHITE

ANEW WAVE OF DRUG abuse
has hit North America. It
involves the use of new synthetic
psychoactive drugs often referred
(o as ‘designer drugs'. Made from
readily available chemicals,
designer drugs may pack many
times the punch of cocaine or
heroin, cost little to produce, and
are rarely detected in ordinary
drug test.

Designer  drugs are usually
chemicals which are similar in
structure to previously known
substances like

and mescaline.

psychoactive
cocaine, heroin
For example, heroin addicts on
the west coast are discovering
analogues of a surgical anasthetic
called Fentranyl, some of which
are much more potent than
heroin.

Unlike the compounds whose
effects they mimic most designer
drugs are legal, at least unuldrug
enforcement officials become
aware of their widespread use.

Once outlawed, these drugs
olten recede underground to be
produced in clandestine laborato-
ries run by organized crime.

By far the most popular vet of
the designer drugs is known on
the streets as “Ecstasy’. It 15 a psy-
choactive phenylisopropylamine
with the proper name 3.4-
methylenedioxymeth-
amphetamin r MDMA. TIis
chemical structure places 1t
somewhere between the
stimulant amphetamines and the
phenylethylamine hallucinogens
such as mescaline.

Ecstasy was discovered in the
early twentieth century by a
German chemist who developed
it as a prospective appetite
suppressant. In the 1950's, the
United States Army tested it on
animals as a prospective
psychotoxic compound with
military use. In very large doses it
proved lethal to monkeys and
dogs. The Army claims that the
drug was never tested on humans.

In the 1970's the drug
resurfaced when a few
psychotherapist began to
recommend it as an adjunct to
therapy.

It was labelled as a psychedelic
drug, but the literature
comparing the subjective effects
of this compound to those of the
classic psychedelic drugs such as
LSD, psylocybin, mescaline or
dimethyltryptamine did not
clearly support the placement of
MDMA in this category.

According o some clinical
reports, MDMA when used in a
controlled environment with
careful supervision, does not
produce the same effects as more
powerful psychedelics —
distortions and transient
psychotic states.

Generally, subjects describe an
improvement in mood and
ability to communicate in
individual and group psvcho-
therapy. They also experience an
enhanced introspective ability.

Some researchers indicated the
drug could be of medical value for
patients suffering from
schizophrenia, depression, drug
addiction, and anxiety, However,

a number of adverse side effects
been noticed which
nausea, vomiting

have also
include,
blurred

fluctuations 1n
blood pressure.

In the early 1980's, extravagant
claims were made that MDMA
could cure alcoholism, mend
marriages and even promote
world peace! Thus the name
‘Ecstasy’. It reportedly had the
euphoric rush of cocaine as well
as some of the mind-expanding
qualities of hallucinogens
without the frightening visual
distortions.

Word spread of the new,
apparently harmless, legal ‘L.SD
of the eighties.” Its use increased
so dramatically in the summer of
1984, United States Drug
Enforcement Agency (DEA)
undertook emergency

well as
and

vision, as

heart rate

the

officials
measures 1o stem its use.

On July 1, 1985, MDMA was
placed on DEA schedule T with
heroin and LSD. Schedule I is a

category for drugs which are
considered to have a high
potential for abuse and no

accepted medical use. This made
wrafficking in MDMA punishable
by 15 years In and a
$125.000 fine

In addition to their concern

prison

about the increase i the street use
of MDMA, DEA officials were
that chemical similarities

between drug
Methylenedioxamphetamine

worried
that and
1, another schedule T drug, implied
that the two had similar effects. An
unpublished study reported  that
MDA imduced the degeneration of
serontonergic tssue of the cenural
NETVOLES SYSLETT.

A more recent study, which used
MDMA, showed that it has an effect
on tryptophan hydrolase activity in
the rat brain. The enzyme
tryptophan hydrolase is one of the
rate  limitung enzymes for the
svnthesis of the neurotransmitters
dopamine and serotonin. However,
it should be noted that even in the
best of circumstnaces, establishing a
direct causal relationship between
the use of a psychoactive drug and
subsequent ‘adverse reactions’ is
difficult.

It is interesting to note, as well,
that another recent study has shown
that in sharp contrast to the happy
sociability which many users
describe, MDMA apeared to
disrupt, rather than facilitate social

interaction in adult primate
(stumptail macaques) social
colonies.

While researchers agree that the
drug needs to be regulated, many
believe it should be placed on the
less restrictive schedule 111, which
allows medical use and research.
This has prompted many of
researchers to call for the DEA o
hold administrative law hearings
concerning  the classification  of
MDMA as a schedule I substance.

These hearings are now in
progress and will not be completed
until next year.

Many researchers hope that the
furore .in the media which made
research with psychedelic drugs so
difficult in the 1960's will not have
the same effect on further rational
enquiry in to the mechanisms of
action and clinical uses of MDMA

®Reprinted from the McGill Daily




