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Volleyball
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Tigers the toast of the league

by Andrew Sinclair

The Dalhousie Tigers head
the list in both the men’'s and
women's divisions of the
AUAA volleyball standings,
but while the men have a
stranglehold on first place,
the women claim to top spot
is tenuous to say the least.
The men raised their AUAA
record to 10-0 this past
weekend by defeating Memor-
ial University in two matches
and are hoping to enter the
playoffs with a perfect 12-0
slate, while the women spiit
their pair with the Beothuks,
leaving them with identical 8-2
records. The Tigers, however,
slipped into first place by
vitue of a better win-loss
record in terms of mutual
games.

The men had little trouble
with their Newfoundland op-
ponents, downing them in
four games on Friday night,
15-10, 7-15, 15-5, 15-6, and
again in four Saturday after-
noon, 15-8, 15-6, 12-15, 15-4.
Phil Perrin was the big hitter
for the Tigers, his 20 kills on
Friday earning him the of-
fensive player of the match
award, while Bernie Derible
led the way defensively with
10 digs and was named the
top defensive player in both
matches. Rookie Jamie Han-
ham won Saturday’'s offensive
award.

Despite the Tigers' success,
Perrin felt that more could
have been accomplished. “The
weekend should have been
more of a learning process,”
he said, pointing out that
Dalhousie’'s near total dom-
ination of the league is one of
its biggest problems: “We
have to go out West to find
any competition. It's a differ-
ent style of ball out West, it's
much faster with a lot of low
ball hitting.” The Tigers have

been out West twice this year
already, trips that Perrin feels
greatly helped the team, and if
they win the upcoming AUAA
championships they will have
another chance to tangle with
the top ranked teams at the
CIAU's in Victoria. If the
Tigers do make it, and Perrin
is confident that they will, he
feels they should be success-
ful: “If we play well we can be
in the top three easily. If we
play consistently and with
enthusiasm we should do
well.”

Coach Al Scott, however, is
not looking ahead to the
national championships, but
is rather concentrating on just
making it there. “The thing we
can't do is go into the playoffs
thinking that what happened
on the season will happen
again automatically,” he said,
“especially since it is a
sudden death situation. It is
very important that we're
mentally ready, we have to go
into each game with a specific
game plan.”

For the women, it was a
weekend of comebacks. The
Tigers got off to a bad start on
Friday night, dropping the
first two games of the match
13-15, 8-15, and losing Wendy
Keeping when she broke her
nose in a collision with Karin
Maessen in the first game, but
came back in the third game
as they jumped to a 9-2 lead
and pressed on to win 15-4.
The Tigers then rallied from a
7-9 deficit to win the fourth
game 15-11 and were ahead
for most of the deciding game
before narrowly losing 13-15.
In losing the match, Dal also
gave up first place, but not as
they say for long, as they
overpowered the Beothuks in
three straight games on Sat-
urday. Dal was forced to play
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Rick McCallum — hockey —
the fourth year recreation stu-
dent from Halifax has been bril-
liant for the past three weeks
leading the Tigers to six wins
and two ties in ten games.
During the past seven days,
the centreman has scored three
goals and added five assists to
move into the top five scorers in
the AUAA’s Kelly Division. He
has also moved into fifth place

on the all-time Dalhousie scor-

ing list.
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Jill Tasker — basketball — the
5"11' centre has led the Tigers
all season in scoring and re-
bounding and has been instru-
mental in the 11-0 AUAA record
they hold. A fourth year physio-
therapy student, Tasker scored
21 against Saint Mary's in an
important Tiger win last Tues-
day and added 19 against Aca-
dia Saturday. She had a dozen
against Midtown in exhibition
play Sunday.

catch-up ball in two of those
three games, but did so
brilliantly. In the first game
the Tigers charged back from
a 5-9 disadvantage to win
15-9, and in the second, Cindy
Moore entered the game with
her team down 6-11 to serve
six straight points and lead
them to a 15-11 triumph. The
Tigers won the third game
15-10.

Maessen led
attack with 41 kills and 16
serving points, while Kathy
Andrea was the top blocker
with 7 blocking points and 25
kills. Second year player
Veronika Schmidt was out-
standing in relief of the
injured Keeping in both
matches, and Marie Landry
came off the bench on Satur-
day and confounded the Mem-
orial defense with her left

the Tigers’

handed hitting.

The Tigers will travel to
UNB this weekend for their
last regular season matches
and will return to New Bruns-
wick the following weekend
for the AUAA playoffs, where
Coach Lois MacGregor ex-
pects to meet, and hopes to
beat, Memorial in the finals.
“If we play Memorial, | think it
should be as exciting as it
always has been. We've beaten
them at key points this year
and | think we play better
under pressure than they do.”
MacGregor would not specu-
late, however, on her team's
chances in the CIAU's. “We're
looking at the AUAA’s first.
We still haven't played our
best yet. Each time we play
we are better than before.”
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Karin Maessen extends herself against Memorial over the weekend |n

AUAA action at the Dalplex

Co-captain Maessen was
more optimistic, both about
the AUAA’'s and the CIAU’s.
“We're going to win for sure”,
she said in reference to the
Atlantic region playoffs.
“There's no question about it.
| always go into a game
believing we can win, but this
I'm really confident of. Player
for player we are better (than
Memorial) and we havé lots of
depth.” About the national
championships, where the

Tigers finished fifth last year,
Maessen said, “This year |
have a good feeling about it.
Everybody's got confidence
and they’'ve learned to come
through in tough points.
We're much more consistent
than we were, we won the
Waterloo Invitational and the
Dal Classic back to back, and
that's hard to do. We have
more potential than last year
and, of course, we are shoot-
ing for gold.”

Dalhousie hosting sixth
annual Invitationaltourney

The foremost water polo
event in Nova Scotia will take
place at the Dalplex, this week-
end February 13-15. The Sixth
Annual Dalhousie Invitational
Water Polo Tournament promis-
es to be the exciting and talent
ridden event it has proven to be
in the past.

In the past two years the Dal
Invitational has become the
second largest water polo
tournament of its Kind in the
country. This enlargement is
due to the acquisition of the
superb Dalplex facilities and
the surge of Dalhousie to
becoming a powerhouse in the
field of university water polo.

This year the tournament has
attracted McMaster University
of Hamilton, Carleton University
of Ottawa, NAAC of St. John's
and the Halifax Water Polo
Club. This is an impressive field
with three of the top four univer-
sity teams attending. Top
ranked Simon Fraser University
was unable to attend due to fi-
nancial consideration, and the

_ University of Waterloo backed

out at the last minute for the
same reason.

McMaster is back to defend
their Dal Invitational champion-
ship of last year. They would al-
so like to avenge their 3rd place
finish in their own Challenge

Cup Tournament earlier this
season. Carleton are currently
ranked second in the nation.
They have several national team
members who train in Ottawa.
NAAC of Newfoundland are a
young team but everyone ex-
pects them to display their su-
perior conditioning. The Halifax
squad have a mixture of sea-
soned veterans and energetic
youth.

The Dal Tigers are anchored
by goaltender Colin Bryson,
who was once voted to the
Junior National Team. Sandy
MacDonald will be the spear-
head of the Tigers offense.
MacDonald has been the stand-
out for Dal in the past several
years and was voted the MVP
for the Dal Invitational last year.
Brian Lane and Peter Hender-
son should share the gruelling
role as the centre of the offence.
Peter Hastings, Mark Cann and

SCHEDULE
Friday, Feb. 13 17:00
18:00
13:00
14:10
16:20
17:30
18:40
21:00
9:00
10:10
16:30

Saturday, Feb. 14

Sunday, Feb. 15

Mike Tighe will alternate,
providing the other offensive
punch that is necessary. Dave
Simpson, Chris McKee, Bob

Abraham and Phil McAuley are-

the basis for Dalhousie's famed
resilient defense.

Coach Steve Cann has de-
signed a more open game for
the squad. He is relying more on
mental alertness of his team
than endurance, due to the lack
of preparation time to get the
team in proper shape for a tour-
nament of this magnitude.

The tournament provides ex-
cellent entertainment for all
spectators. Over the year, team
rivalries have always existed,
and, in recent times, intense
personal rivalries have
emerged. These elements pro-
mise to make each match a
toughly contested battle. En-
trance is free, and all are wel-
come to the Dalplex Pool.

Carleton vs. St. John's
Dalhousie vs. McMaster
Halifax vs. Dalhousie
St. John's vs. McMaster
Dalhousie vs. Carleton
McMaster vs. Halifax
St. John's vs. Dalhousie
Halifax vs. Carleton
Halifax vs. St. John's
Carleton vs. McMaster
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
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