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yearsý1thoroughly intersect it. Then, too, the convic-
tion is forced home upon us that, in movinga out, there
is very littie use of planting an isolaed m issiou
station so far away fromn the rest of our work, that
it îs practically left to flght the battle alone. We
must mark out for ouirselves a territory, and occupy
it wiîth a connected lue of stations, reaching ont from
our present field as a base, and each within liailing
distance of the other, Just look how this will work
ou the field we propose: Nagano is as near Kofu as
Tokyo is, and will have a railway communication
down to it first, so that Nagano will clasp hande with
Kofu. Then, too, the mnan stationed at Nagano eau
leave there at three o'clock in the afternoon and land
in Toyama next morning, or iu Kanazawa the next
cvening, or iu Fukui on the evening of the second
day. Again, the man stationed at Toyama eau leave
there in the morning and be in Kanazawa before dark,
or in Fukui the next evening; or, hie can leave
Toyama in the morning and be ïin Nagano hy niglit.
You will sc fromi this bow thoroughly articuiated-the
whole systein le, and how thoronghly workable. This
is the actual state of the case; but byturning to the
map I now send you, and glancing at the railways
which will eventually rua through thîe territory, you
will at once bc convinced that there is not a more
desirable field in ail Japan.

It will, no doubt,appear to inany fo be too large, and
the request which we a"s make for snch a large rein-
forcement, altogether beyond the possible. Yes, the
field is large, and the reinforcement asked for repre-
sents a very largely iucreased expenditure ; but there
are times when the very circumstances of the case
demiand such a strong, decided move as the prescrit,
and the Mission Counceil lias only one mimd ln the con-
viction that if ever there was bncb a tie it is now.
Let nie now enumerate corne of the reamous whicli are
80 patent to us here:ý

Firstýf.-The Mi-,s-io'nary atmosphere lu Japan îs nowv
electrified as neyer before. Forces are largely augr-
menting on all bands, old lines of deinarcaîtion are
fading out,' and every strong mission ,is moving out
into new territory. Things are on the move, and the
mission that mnis-ses its opportunity now will, in al
probability, not be able to îay ont any satisfactory
field, or to take a tirst place, in point of influence, an'-
where, lu the future, y

Secooid.--The politiccq2 atmospbere is also electrified
as neyer before. The people are now iearning self-
government, and liîberty1 of ceonscie'nce, the great high-
way of truth, lias been opened up. Treaty revision
bas well nigli piassed the crisis, and is assured. witbiu
the next year. Buddhism le waking up for its death
struggle, and men are now thinking on the subject of
religion as never before. NoY) is the tirne to lay ont
and occupy a field whieh will give us work for the
next fifty years. If we do this, we will obtain the
flrst place when the country i3 thrown open, and our
uten will have the langnage,ready We go from town te
town an>d froni village to village preaching the Gospél.

Third-The commercial atmosphere is electrified.
The great railways, and the Japan Mail Steamship
Company, are binding the remote..provinces of twenty-
five years ago into a single unit, and lucide of five
years there will be no sncb thing as long distances on

this littieisland. The old highways are being rendered
obsolete and local, and consequently the commercial
atoms are now rearranging themselves and formîng
new corubinations. INew towns are springing up, and
new centres of trade are being created. The old is
very interesting in its plaintive beauty; but the new
era hm. dawned, and while the raîlway is helping to
ring in the new forais of commercial, and the new
foreignizing spirit the new social life, we mnust not be
less active in going forth with the old Gospel bell,
ringiug in " the Christ that is to be."

Fourth (a'nd laet).-Our duty to Methodisîn dernands
Ît. We have the acmallest field of any of the three
strongcst Methodist bodies, and this new field lies
riglit along our boundary and, if not occupied by us,
will probably be lest to iethodism, and prove a great
gap in the future Methodism of Japan. Our Church
has no other foreign mission, and therefore, with bier
ever increasing strength and rapidly accu mulating re-
sources, can she flot make this, bier one foreign mission,
as strong as any other operating in Japan ? Let bier
do this Iy grasping the work which now lies9 before
lier, and then move on to, China.

This letter, 1 can assure you, Doctor, is the offspring
of a strong conviction, which is sliared by every
Canadian Mfethodist iu Japan. I pray, therefore, that
it may be within the power of the B 'oard to take hold
of this matter and furnish us the "'sinews."

Dr. Cochran bas returned, and lias read ahl I have
written. Rle is fully in accord with it, and will write
you also.

* THE HOME WORK.

Shodiao (N. B3. Conference).-This mission presents
a healthy appearance, and warrants futuire assistance
in respect te ministerial labor'and financial support.
The cbiidren iu our Sunday-schools are instructed lu
our catech,iem, and have taken the lexuperance pledge,
as recormnended iu the Discipline. These are impor-
tant mnatters ln connection with juvenile tuition, as
being conducive te the advancetileut of Christian
knowledge, and the development of moral principle.
Recent ill-health lu thé case of the missionr ha
necessitated a " supply," through whom the work le
well attended te. JOSEPHf PAscoL.

De1oraâo, District (Manitoba Conference).-Of the
District, as a whole, the Ohairman, Rev. T. Ferrier,
writes ý

" We have tried to inspire the Quarterly Boards of
Deloraine, Napinka aud .Alameda, te take the stand of
independent circuits next year for men requiring sim1-
lar salaries as those stationed on themVhis yearý. 0f
Deloraine, and Napinka we have no doubt; Alameda
may noV. Elmore shonld, lu the near future, but iV
may net be wise to press the matter this year. Froni
present appearauceq, iV will be some time before Car-
lyle will be able te keep a married mnan. Ail being
well, we purpose visiting the ground next May, meet-
ingy the oficials, etc.

The crops are verypoor, on the whole, Vhis year,
beuce the people are somewhat discouraged. Many
are 'bringing the tithe into the storehouse,' and ' prov-
ing God herewith.' The resuIt is temporal and spirit-
ual prosperity."

'JTUP MruyQQII ADV n~rri~,


