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Ca use of Suicide
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12.

crime by giving mental discipline,
poise and self-control. 1I't should also
supply objects of interest in art, lit-
erature, science, philosophy and
philanthropy that shoulcl hanish
brooding and encourage optimîsm
and 'heroism.

This raises the question of moral
training and moral teaching. Here
we must admit that: though even in
ancient and pagan literature there

>are noble passages showing that in
spite of the element of physical cour-

<age that may sometimes be invol' ved
yet at bottotu suicide is a species of
moral cowardice; nevertheless, we
must admit that since the time of the
Stoics we find examples of moralists
inventing plausible and pernicious
arguments in favour of deliberate
suicide. Even in quite modern times
the subtle an~d able thinker, David
Hume, us founid among these apolo-
gists for suicide and when one notes
the ability he displays in dealing with
other suhjects one is simply amazed
at the drivel he is guilty of writing
on this topic. The following lias
been frequently quoted rom Da'vid
Hume as justifying suicide: "It
would bie no crime for me to divert
the Nule or DYanube from its course
if 1 could, where then is the crime of
turning a few ounces of blood out of
its natural channel ?»

Now as a matter of fact, neither
an individuial nor a nation even lias
the riglit at a niere whim to turn
rivers from. their courses rezardless
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