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bridegroom. ever wants to go to a
wedding. j'on a woddiug, ho bas ta
go to the expense o! buyiug clothes
be cunuot use at auy otber function.
Tbat is a dead loss to begin with,
for a ma cannot get marnied ofteu
enough ta wear out bis wedding suit.
Thore ougbt ta be some way of ur-
ranging a marriage ceremouy witb-
out, dragging the bridegroom into it.
The girl could bave ber wedding
dress, retinue o! bridesmaids and pro-
cession down the centre aisie. The
ma wbo gives ber away, migbt do
bis duty. Someone could be engaged
wbo, free from excitement, migbt be
trusted ta produce tbe ring witbout
a fumble. The clergy, the arganiat,
tbe verger, the belîringers, the job
master, could do their usual work and
druw their fees. Tearful old ladies,
smelllug strongly of gin, wbo make
a hobby of weddiags and funerals,
would not ho dopnlved of the spec-
tacle. Poor relations would still have
a free Junketing, two holpînga of lob-
ster and carte blanche at the cham-
pagne. No one would really miss the
bridegroom. He might romain at bis
club over bis last game of pool, or
snookon. .And when the woddlng was
over, someone could easliy undentake
the task of tapplag hlm on the shoul-
der, and hreaking the sad news ta
hlm that ho is rnarrlod. Thea be
couid just catch the 5.25 p.m. and
takre bis seat la the speclally neserved
compartment.

The Bridegroom's Farewell.

IN ail essentials, weddiags are alike,
wbether they happen la cottages
or palaces. Everyane forgets the

bridogroom for a week or two bofone
the event. Tbey leave hlm alono and
ho la the oaly happy man la those ail
toc, brie! days boforo the conemony.
You wIil flnd 'hlm. ttendlng select
littie Bohemian functiaus , driuklng
unwlsely, and maklng apt speeches ln
retura for presents o! fish slcens,
marbie dlocks wbich nover go, and
pairs of bronze oruaments. Thon ha
gives littie farewell banquets on bis
own accouat, and makes more speech-
es. In bis attitude ta 11f e at this
moment, he remlnds one of the palmy
days ut the Old Bailey, wben gentle-
men. of the roud, bookod through for
Tybura Tree, filled la the interval. of
grace by holding a senles of levees

-and déliverlng last dylng speeches ta
the admlriag multitude. Be! ore a
weddlag, no bride can be expected ta
remembor the ma wbose, presoace Is
necossary te malte the completian o!
the cenemouy possible. A girl con-
frnted wlth ber weddlng bas ta tblnk
bard about clothos aIl the wuking day,
and ta spead at ioast oigbt hours of
each twenty-four enjoying tbe myster-
bous process of trylng on. The old
ma wbo is naturally glad ho will
not bave aay more dresmiakers' bills
ta pay on ber bebaîf, becomes mlgbty
generous. He fools Inclined ta open
bis purse strings, do the tblag woll,
and see that Laura or Kate bas at
least a gownansd a going-away cos-
tume worth descrlbiag ta the report-
ers la laguage ne one ever under-
stands.

suicers, sat ueitua;, atti JLti1nV0
A weddlng seems to cause a snow-
storm of these electro-plated tributes.
And ah! the saduess la the apprals-
lag eyes of the bride, as she searches
umoagst the litter la the vain hope
that ut let one set ef sait cellars
wlll bear the silver hall mark. Years
ago, a bride dropped dead on tbe ove
of ber weddlng. One of the sait cel-
lars turaed ont to be of solid gold.
The shoot kllled ber.

All the members o! the famlly as-
semble on the evenlag o! the weddlng
to catch a flrst gllmpse of the wed-
diag dress, the moment it bas sur-

vived the last "trying on" process.
Ull the bride's girl friends call-and
giggle. Two sips at a glass of port
wne and a nibble at the suitana, cake
of mlddle-ciass hospitality, reduce the
bride's fniends ta the giggling state.
LJncle Albert-with money and an at-
riosphere of opulence capable of ex-
citing expectations-arlives fromn a
distance. Travelling not less than
fifty miles always starts bis gout, and
Enakes him bad-tempered. And Aunt
llartha, wbo lives about twenty miles
down the lune, bas buried two bus-
bands and six children, cornes to suiff
aloud and hope the bride will be very
happy, though you feel she regards
matrimonial happiness as the most
rmote of the miracles. Everyone

cornes, everyone talks, everyone
opens parcels, everyone prices the
weddlug presents. Even the bride-
groom cornes late in the evening. He
just drops in, so to, speak, as a guar-
antee of good falth. No one, takes
any notice of hlm, but If there are
auy tblrteen-year-old cbildren in the
bouse, he Is allowed ta play with them
in the basement or the hall passage.
About ten o'clock, overcome wltb try-
lng on, makIng an inventory of ail
the presents, and a mental valuation
of each co, down to the last butter
kalfe-the bride faints or becomes
hysterical. Uncle'Albert, dlsplaying
sllght lufiammatory symptarns, tries
to quarrel with the brldegroom.
Uncle .Albert's anger ls diverted
by another, glass of whisky, and
the bridegroom la sent away by
the reat of the Party, the final im-
pression left on bis mînd beiag that
ail regard hlm as a man capable of
cbild murder or petty larceuy.

What the Brldegroom Remombers.

The rest ls confusion-sa far as the
hrldegroom is concerned. Remem-
bers belng asked between the hours
of ten and twelve wbether he bas
the ring, by forty different people.
Remembers ail his clothes looked sar-
torially grotesque, and the crease of
his trousers would rua away tram the
correct line. Remembers carryîng on
a wbispered conversation wlth bis
best ma over a last brandy and soda.
Does not romember driving ta the
church but bas vivid memories af ar-
riving there. Recalîs the cburcb was
very fuIL Shivers wben be tblnks of
the bour be spent waudering about
the stepa of the altar. Remembors
walting. Remombors hope revlved
when there was a bustie slgulfylng
a new arrivai. Recalis the words ho
sald-wlrtb sorrow-whea the arrivais
turued out ta be Uncie Albert, Aunt
Martba, a brother-ln-law to be and the
girl who was coutemplatiug a similar.
ceremony for the man sbe accompan-
led. Remembors waltlag again. lie-
members stili more waltlng. Remora-
bers a church full of 'people seemod
ta be saylag rude things about the
cut of bis moralug coat. Remembers
hearlag a buzz of conversation-the
carniages bad arrlved. Recalis he
took an ludelible impression of the
approach of the bride, as cool and as
trlumpbant as if she were the first
strawberry out of the ice-chest. Re-
members confusion, mumbling, a
fumible for the ring, ah! -"bore it Io;,,
a slip and a jingle as it fell ta the
floor; a glggle sternly supprossod;
weddlng march; register slgning, the
bnldegroomn laughlng at every jake,
wltbaut lletenlng for tbe point, and
wonderlng wbotber the vicar really
lked marrylng people; showors o!
confetti; banglng of carniage doors;
bhandsbaklng galoro; slow realization
on the part of the brldeg-oom that
ho was not a crimninal; chiekea sal-
ad, champagne and triflo; Uncle Ai-
bert on bis legs, gout fargotten, deb-
onair, looklng as if ho inteaded leav-
lng bis money to everyone; brido's
beaitb and speech by brldegroom.
"Ail I can er-er--er- (cheers).
That is ta say-(more cheers). Na
one could ho prouder than <more
cheers). Klndness I have always ox-
perlenced-(tears aad cheers). .And
finally-" 'Splendid chap, iucky tel-
low, bo klnd ta ber and aIl the rest
of ItL More cubs, tears, cheers, jeers;
aid slipper on the haudie of the car-
niage; famlly sead-off at the station
and sbowers of confetti; big tips for
grinning porters-and then they bath
waken Up lu the reserve,l rallway
compartinent.


