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.M..USIC-AND A MAN
An Appreclation ot the Late Michael Hambourg

By THE MUSIC EDITOR

AT the funeral of the master musi-cian, WednesdaY, of lakst week,
in Toronto, there was flot a

oaund o! mus ic. The body of Michael
Hambourg, the Russian pedagogue
and Professer of Music, was laid to
i est witb no ritual except that of the
Unitarian Churcli, conducted by two
clear-thinking men, to wbom death is
the stopping o! a watch wbule time,
continues to roll on. .Tbe funeral was
a simple, formless sincerity, as real
as the -big, sincere man of whom it
was the finale to a career -of con-
tinuons labour in the cause of good
music iu three countries.

.Michael Hambourg had praei'sed at
the piano two hours that very mora-
ing, as he did every morning. that lie
îiight be in f orm to teacli bis pupilýs
the next day. In the evening lie weut

ta a recrulting meeting, where lie
tecame excited. After lie weut home
e was taken ill. Before the tele-

phono summous ta the dçoctor lie was
dead. Ho died the wavy he wanted te
die, dropping practically at bis work
-tougx lie was virile eniough to have
had ten or flfteeu years more of
earthiy music but for excessive liard
wonk, rhaumatisrn and the depression
of bad weather. His goiug froin Can-
ada leaves a largýe vacanoy ln the
wonld of mus1<c.

Michael Hambourg was au uncoxm-
mon figure ln this country, where
unuszual pecple are becoming a very
noticeable aud iucreasing m!àiority.
Ha was a stniking figure in London,
where ha spent twenty-five years of
i-is music. Hae was a big, recogniz-
ala virility lu Russia, where, as a
youug man, lie was the frlend e!
Tcliaikowsky aind the pupil o! Nicholas
Rubinotein, with whom lie was a cou-
frere on the staff o! the Imperial Cou-
servatory at Moscow. He was blg. as
mauy Russiausz are, and o! amazing
virility. He lad shoulders like a glant
andi a strnuth of muscle that became
a vary esseutial part o! bis music.

Pbysdicafly -o much; but thi !,ast
of Mld;hael Hambourg, who wasý the
first teaher of M~ark Hambourg, bis
e'dest sou. What bis life was lin !î--
don, wbere most o! bis !a"yme;e
boru, bas. less eone-nu for ?zqa,'rs of
this patper than wbat '- atfcoèmpl!shed
and stooti for -7- je; littie less

than six years ýsince lie came liera to
settie in Toronto, bringing witb hlm
Madame Hambourg, bis two sons, Jan
end Boris, and three other chuîdren.
They came on the advice -of Mark,
~vh:o badl estimated Toronto as a com-
ing centre of music. And no musical
advent to this country ever seemed
quite so auspiciaus.

Six years ago Toronto was famous
as the home of a great choiro! almost
world reputation and of an, orchestra
well known in Ontario. ýWe bad -one
conservatory and one colle7e o! musýc.
Normally Toronto was making more
progress in music than perhaps any
other city in America. The arrivai
o! the Hamibourgs accelerated the
movement. But it -did more. There
is no denying that the establishment
of the Hambourg following injected
Into this part of Canada a musical
atmosphere and a pulse from a bigger
aud more vaniegated musical world.
Michael Hambourg, Professor and
pedagogue, was the centre of this new
movement. What he did for music
was not merely that of the formaI
pedagoýgue. It was that o! a man to
whom music was a great and abidýiug
joy which lie ws'ited to diffuse
among es many other people as pos-
sible. And in five years lie diffused
mucli.

We had the life o! a -big, epocli-
making man, who camne into a com-
munity *here mucli more 'had beeu
done than he himself could -ever have
doue by way o! getting us up the steep
sides of Olympus. What Tornington.
iu ls day, and Vogt since, with dozens
of other able musiciens, native and
lmported, have _'done was no work for
any sncb man as Professor Hamibourg,
who by nature did not understand the
Canadian people as well as we knew

ourselves-though lihe made amazing
progress ln that direction because ef
his fine, open genlallty and responsive
temperament. And lie had the equîp-
ment of 'big ideas in music te l>ack
isp bis propagande. We recognlzed
ln hlm a man o! deep anid abiding
worth to wliom enthusiaYsm-,dy lu and
day out, bour by hour, averywhere,
among ail manner of people and condi-
tions, ln I$èaltb or ln~ illness-wblc '
ie, sometimies had-N*ý.s the giieat

necessity of living. No one aver saw
Michael Hambourg iwhen lie was not
as full of enthusiasm aven music as
a boy over his gaines. Ha was aiways
fnesh up lu the mornig-and the
morning to him1 was most of the day.
After lie had doue a liard day's work
teaching-witli the expenditure o!
vital energy sucli as ouly a mnan o!
tremandous temperameut could put
forth on bis pupil, lie went out ta some
concert or some ether meeting almoat
every niglit. ls baud-clap could be
heard lu almoat every concert of any
importance. is Bravo! wa.s the first
ta break out ta epnrjurage semae par-
former. He : e-r seemed weany.
Evan wb" je .was raclked with
rheui-', p>ain lie eujoyed a good
ci--- chb a friand down Vown at uood-
1 '. lnchl and 'went steamlng away
wl-tli the anergy o! a motor-car te his
next lessop.

Michael 'Hambourg was toe busy to
be diseintented. and to fl f en-
thuslasmu te be peseiIte He


