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4E 0F THE ODDEST 0F EDITORS
dmund E. Sheppard Whose Front Page Was His Own L3ack Yard

WN searching round to discover the
ian that establisbed the freedoin ut B y
b~e Press iu this coun'try w'e shall

A U G U S T U S
lever be able to miss a somnewhat wizened staniping ground, the home of Satu
isqIue man who lives lu a place callied But no longèr au eddtor., No, She;
1. Soea yoars ago, Edmund E. Sheppard interest lu any front page. Long sine
Wlforaila and the orange graves for bis when he used ta crack the blacksu
on he went there he was about as peculiar politdcah sinuers, pious frauds, foolisi
I ef incompatible qualities as one might thieves, scouadrels, and bad doctrir
of jail. He is probabhy sa yet. places or 10w, and when he could find
hall neyer omit to remember Lhat the ink to write about made up some ou
Saturday Night did for Canadian uews- This once truculent editor and propr
f -the 80%s and 90's lu a mild way what *Chrîstian Scientist. His latest book-
doue for the press of G-ermauy.

hie signed himself on the photo ~
ates 'thi-s page, had a different
espaper bondage to deal with.
*as hîde-boudage. And Sheppard,

News, afterwards on Sa1urday
the first man we remember wbo
tîve way weut throughi our blde
tYized, dogmatized journalisin
threugh a base, Lu establîshmng
the "uubusted" broucheofe the
'ing, Sheppard did the editors off
1 a eeTvlee they have neyer for-

au thoughi tihe bulk of bis work
,n a weelhy front page le suc-
Ireving that wben a lve editor

he doesn't have to get it by
ýOriference with a politician or
Ick of hlgb-class revlews. Shep-
strnated that te tuirn out the sort
t mlade people look for what he
wveek after ail the other leader-

gene over the ground, he needod.
SOIf luto curious corners that auy
'iig editor would be iuclined to
Illust take up subjects that to
8 wouldjseema at first ridiculous.
St threadbare tapies with a uew r;
ive. Ail that other editors had
SSheppard the very thing he
,'Y. And if that meant to have

r convictions ou sarne subjects,
UiS be Jlggered! The th-ing

" tha~t "Sheýp" had said thus and
1,ubject. Lt migbt be a gang of
>Ot!*ngb craps up a blind al-ley,*
ber whese gospel seerued te be
ý ~in a woollen string, sonie blase>
'8onl Iu the seats of the mighty Edmund E. Sheppard, who on his photograph
be the better of somiebody's

ý, or seule fad, fallacy or general ebses- one ýsi!nce?-was a ouild and suave expo
Ili4 always stand being poked fun at by sort of ultiinate philosophy. To road
1lew lhow te juggle witb unusual language old Ned was the prize4fgbter gone Voa à
S ft ide&s. .1cewbey rlding a aice famnlly ihore, th,

iePpard lad as many bigotries and
own as'auy of the poophe le attacked

,e. Which was the main rea.3n why
e11 how te rip sueh things up the
k a sort of pers onal pride Iu being
Of ýeveryibody's tales of woe and lu
was a prefessdonah raker of opinion

liat If yon want te nrake people sit
)tice of an editorial page you must
al~ Jeurnallsm. And persoual journal-
Parnd was not merely reoording the
3ctines of one eigued Don. It was
'SOlnallsn cf a crowd put týhroug-h the
ter whbo, wbený lie chose Vo be was
ýg5 ta auy people and If he took a
,rode bis bronchen head-on e'ver ahi

iI ia general,
hile0 no smnco lie was iasit seon on

11,_ bad then a stick wieh 3eemed
O1,d stick ho always biad, much the
Diclk style of hat, the saine long, deo-

he, sanie stoop at tie sýholders-
]>gitatîug ailoug Adelalde St., bis oid

loto raisin-g rhu-barb and raspberrles.
Anyway, lt's seimething of a antraelfe.

mwan himself wl roslent bedng alluaded 't
thing. Ho was always touchy. Menw
sins of athers are ually sensâti-ve abi
shortcoiiiings. Thougb oue neVer 1x
Sheppardý ever wished te be cons1dered
enveutional ýperson aud would be di
any failure te reognîze lu hlm. ap
,sbarend bY no other editor lu Cana-da.
was the kIng cf &Il the uncommoupl
edItors. He was the Henry Wattersoi
-ilotleuce, the Hearst wi-thout the hmofl
Steaqd without -the megaphone. Mo do
sJone eeuiltry edîtors Iu Canada no
Shiepard iuse to ho thau any of thi
aMIng editors. You eau observe trac
the Bill Nye characterlsptles of Col.
ownor of the Kincardine Revlew; Adol:
the Bobcaygo Ludepeudeut; andi Bob
inivented the Eye-Opener. But tihey ail
or lesz-,maInlý- more-hing- the psyl
tien of qisalitiies that made Sheppard f
founder, prepr&e-tor and the weekly sur

of the front page of Saturday Night, formierly
B R 1 D L E editor of t-he Toronto Eveniiig News, and aut-hor

of the 'book called Dolly, and of other rustic
rday Night. sketches which no other urban editor eveýr had the
ppard has lost knack to put over in a newspaper.
e are the days
ake whip over HE called himeelf Don. Others called hlm 'Snep."
i people, ilars, H lit made no difference who got to know the
jaires lu ýhigh identity 'of the mnan that first used a "nom de plume"
none worth bris en a front page lu Toronto or in Canada. Sheppard
it of bis head. had no objection to being spotted on the street. lie
letor is tiow a neyer tried to avoid bis friendis or te side-track his
-or was there enemies. He Ïhad plentY of both. Nobody ever said

he was a very nice feflow or a rattling good
citizen or a credit ta Canadian journalism.
If Sheppard had ever discovered any par-
ticular person as the autbor of auj such
platitudes concerndng hýimselýf, he would have
gone after hlm on thle front page as some
sort of Sis who hadn't enough viri]ity to be
called Hopkins.

Ï1 From certain of bis deliverances on the
front page of Saturday Night we learned
that the editor was baru and brought up lu
the vicinity of St. Thomas, Ont. 11e was
nurtured ou the cornfield coon-hunt, Lhe faîl
fair and the barnraising. H1e probably went
to a few laggingbees aud a number of taffy-
pulls. As a youth he was a critîcal adveu-
turer at country dances, a student of revival
meetings and a first ald to the injured at
any township nomination iu the old town
hall. He knew the ecstusy of burying bis
face froin ear to ear lu a home-grown water-
melon stolen front some farmer's corrufild
by moonlight, and the stern joy of the feuds
over a Une fence.

- But the tow.nship concession linue and the
lureef the market road leaeddug to the town
of St. Thomas were neot enough to hold týhis
dangerous-looklng faxinýson on the voter?'
lsts Iu that part of Outario. His trips to
St. Thcomas probably gave him a number Of
premonitory tbrills. The old Canada
Southeru braneh of the -M. C. R. made St.
Thomas a kind of Àmerican town. Lt be-
came a sort of Canadian headquarters for
the fastesit trains knowu lu that part of
Canada. And If tibere was auythiug else with
auy speed lu Dorchester Tp., Ned Sheppard
hail neyer seen It exeept a cernfeld coou

signa himseif "Shep."1 golag up a fie-toot swamp-eim te escape a
mldulght dog or soanebody's berses raclnig

sition -of sorne on the gravel road wlth a girl lu eaeh 'buggy screan-
it yen fanoled ing loud-er than the wheels.

pluk tea, the Lt was ahl pretty slow for a Young moan with the
aoutlaw gone kiud of face Shep>pard lied and the sort of gait ho

istruck around the concession Unes and the s-nake
No doubt the fenees-that BIhly'Jbe4damned look 1that, somotimos

:o as auy stach vAithouýt much education burst forth into Rabeilan
tue wallop the language. His prose poema to a balky horse inust
eut tiheir owxi have been a classie. Ris anatheinas at the persan
naglues tibat w'he, at a thresing beýe, tnled to smother hlmn wlth
a coinfortable eheaves wihen ho was cuttlaig bauds inay have been
sappodnted at conjectured freinthe glaire of his ens lu I the dust up

ychic element at the hole lu the wheat-amow.
He knows he
ce danadlan A NYWAY Sheýppard was a bred-4u-the-bone
awithout the Aa.grarlan wbo early lu life rebelled against the
ayh 'e W. T.- clods eiud wlth inest of the Iînveterate bigetries aud

ubt there are prejudicea of the townshipys thýick Iu bis brain got
re 14ike Ned âway 'to sanie school lu Wes-t Va. Hew he got from,
ese big gaine there te Texas and afterËwardt% te Mexico Is net
eos of hlm lu statod. But any et bIs colleagues lnu BIl ceunty
Hug-h Clark, -wheu aslced, "ýWbere wais Ned Sheppard î1ast, time
phus. Smuiff, of 'y-eh heerd froin ',lmn?" weuld .probably say, '*Goab,
Edwards, Who he'a out o' Toýxas an~d dowu Into Mexico. Gad knews

missed more wihere he'll lie uext."
eh-lc combina- For a bara farmer wî'lt a face and a temperaiuei
amous as the like Ned Sheppard's to go rembualtlng among tihe
prise package slx-shootiag, shaganappl artiats of the Loue Star
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