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nwinter cornes many of the wild
of the wooI find that their

supply is eut short, and thus they
focdto face one of two alternatives.

le to survive the cold and desolation
~ in. their summer quart ors,

~of themn miFrate to f ar off regions
the conditions of 1f e are ioj*
ralwhile others curl thernélves

;wm oue sheltered nook or corner, and
Ldthe months of famine corfcrtabiy

~~othose who leep away the vitr
âwthe bearsi the badgers, the squirrcls,

ýýM the dormie, nature bas made ample
~diina Some wild animais, indecd,

19sense enough to store away a 1jittl
'~odto keep them going through their

,1uter sleep, and during our springtime
mmbles through the woods we often find
tje winter beds of squirrels, the litter of

ýgçtOheNi about the threshold betrayingj
4êeir whereabouts. If we examine the

:fsthe f ew nuts remaining in it that theI
.quirrel bas not eracked are suPO to bc
~bid one, for thesquirrel, being an auth-

dnt nnuts, nover wastes bis time
crcigthose that will not repay his

Arouble. But really the squirrol la not
Strue winter seeper like the others I

*h&ve mentioned, for he is up and about
àrit thef£rat gleam of sunshine that peers
through the louds.

~Fi l a time of plenty for ail the winter
deepors. For the squirrel muts abound;
tho bearu fatton themselvcs up on the
bery crops; the badgors have no difficulty
ili catehing the young mnice, trembling
iù the grass; the dormice have not f ar to

o earch of seeds and gaLI. ThnS
wW,autumfl lasta they are able to secrote
.ufilient fat to kcep them going through
tW~period of sleep, for during this period
they requ ire littie nouishment, as ail the
fun--tions of the body almost cease. Thus

Ahe bear lounges into his winter quartera
fat, and sleek, but when hie cornes out

,,mQtbs later hie is thin and desperatelv

t must not bc imagined, however,
"i'tthe drowsinoss which cornes over
these animais as 'inter draws near can-
mi ~be avoided. They sleep beeause it
ia ieir only way of surviving the winter,
Wifen kept in captivity and fed regularly
they do not hibernate. Neither would
they do so ini a wild state if it were un-

ecsary They would rather puraue
thir day aff aira out in the open, and
shuld the winter be mild they takze ad-
vantage of it by continuing their liberty.

The bear, becoming morose and reat-
less with age, dispenses with bis, winter
sleep altogether, and during the months
of famine hie roams the woods, a demon
of ravenous iil-temper. And when onc
w.eets a brar it ail depcnds on what timr
of the year it is as to how hie will act. A
winter grizzly W~ likely to be a very awk,-
ward eustomer which the Indians in-
Variably give a wide berth.

Somnetimes, too, a bear will rouse from
bhis winter slecp while the snow is still
on the ground and game scarce, and it
is just at thîs time of the year whcn most
of the bear tragedies oceur at outlying
lumbcr camps. Only a few years ag<
at th" Red River lumber camp two bro-
thers were oui for a stroli in the very
early spring when they noticed a bear
on the opposite bank. It was onlya
black bear, and both the men had seei
scores of black beara beforo and had in-
variably found them to be one of the
Most timnorous of woodland creaturci.
They did not think that this bear had
jusi wakened from lis wintcr sleep,
ravenous1y hungry, to find game scarce
and cre they had time to rea'.ize what
was happening the bear had plunged intc
the river and was swimming toward,
them. It followed them back to camp,
where the cook, armed with an aîîtomati(
pistol, ian to their rescue.Ilie, too
underestimated the frocity of thi
sPringtiîne bear, and ere he could ster
aside the brute smashed in his skul
with one tremendous blow.

That "there is ncvcr any telliîîg wha,
a beau will do" is an aid baekwoods ad
age, but, as I have already said, his coI
duet :11 depends on the tirne of year yci
mneet, irnm.

\1~twinter sleepers .-ive birth tg
iheir N <iing during the period of hiber
flat.ion and by the tinie the thawini
8prin,_î<îm the rifhs have their oye

pany thieir niothers out into the world.
A friend of mine once saw a mother black
bear and ber two cuba who had evidently
jusi emnerged from their winter den.
The mother was so thin that ber coat
hung upon her like ill-fitting clothing,
and as she hurried along she kcpt pausing
te, gulp down great mnouthfuls of snow.

What an unsaiisfactory meal for the great
haif-siarved mother, and what a ican
and desolate world the cuba muai have
thouglit she had brought them into!

FaIl isthe timo ta, take the census of
the woods, wben the crisp browný leaves
betray the whereabouta of the woodland
people, and one bright fail evoning in

.27

England I wa sitting lu a Nwood, liaien-
ing, when a loud rusiling on thé bünk
above beirayed the whereabouts nof Mr.
Hedgeho. Noxi minute hW came into
,view, roiling down the bank he.d over
heeLs alinost to my foot. He "ny have
done it just for fun, liut anywa.y ho 1bad
eolleeied a beautiful overcoat ci léêe
which would kee him warmn d wnhis
winîer sleep by fli re he reach thé
bottom.

Away in the ioneli Yukon 1I have
known men toieep atmay the ' mânths
of deadly co14 ' and darkiie& Ilis .may,
sound rather tall, but just inugine 'your-
selves shut Up in a tiny shanty f« week
of eternel night One old o tcma4
whom I-knew opeýnt days on, ewd ia
semi-torpid condition, and be.ta1d meh t
couid do with vorylitlefao uni *t''
wmntet months, wh* e the budianatha
barren lands Ofteu a epda.Ow eud
under the snow witli no,,W.d, elâab
~In the' newae olùoftk"s
regiona we find it eaiy t~loZ
h*ps-who eau aaýy?-t ls i.' eh
by-gonç ags when xhan him ileXu~h
out ti1e hoilow oak when'wiuter ëënOe,
and spent the monthe of tamiS in nse
fui aluniber!1

iFiýiegan-Oh, yes, Ol cafrlfli4erstàn&'
h-ow thim astrononiers ý aw jiclkli6te'tW,
distance av a stha#, lU welr4ft
and, color,, and l al tht-.-hu t 0t1lu
thot gets me la,'how th' dli*"'le dthe

Building a Dam on the White Mud River, GWadtone, Man. know its name 1

Tr E braves who havegone2 to the Happy
Hunting.Grounds haven't
anything ôn -the wisen-
heimers of this world who
are next to the joys- of
smoking Prince Albert.
Get your heavenly smoke
NOW. The bite is taken'
out by a patented process.

Sold .v.,ywhre
in ful2-oz. th»l.
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