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54 PROMINENT X-1

his manife-st desire to ý hold the scales of justice
even, not forgetýing his-fine social qualities, won

for him. the approval of both sides of the House.
When the shameful story of the boodling in con-

nection with the Publie Works Department was i
brought to light, in 1891, and the Conservative
representatives, though acquittincr Sir Hector

Iàa-ngevin, the head of that department an t

leader of their French contingent,'of personal i
wrongdoing, felt compelled to retire him for, his

lack of vigilance in guarding the interesth placed
in his charge, it became hecessary- to select
another to take the place of. the leader who had
fallen. Tlie choi ' ce of the Premier, Sir John
Caldwell Abbott, fell upon Hon. Mr. Ouimet,
and that gentleman consequently met the House 1
of Commons in the session of 189:2, as Minister
of Publie Wor-s. He-had no small c'ntract to

fuifil, * for the Opposition seemed determined to
hold the new ýminister personally to account
even for those acts of his predécessor, which they,
as ' well as he, had supported in previous years.
One'-of the warmest debatieà of the session was
upon the votes for public buildings, asked for by
Mr. Ouimet, as -fiead of -the'department.- ' To his

infinite credit, however, the new minister carried
out a4rnirably a, policyof conciliation and good,
nature wherever possible, but manifested all the
strength of his combative nature, wihei he felt
that he was being imposed upon. Mr. -Ouiniet
has won publie. confidence in, his new position,
'and bas made a host of friends. Even a brief
account *of Mr. Ouimet's career would be incom.
plete without the mention of- his connection with

prominent business corporations.' He is -a dir-
ector of the MontreàI District, Savîngs Bank,
and of the Credit Foncier, Franco Canadian.
Mr. Ouimet was married on 30th July, -18 î 4, to
Theresa, daughter of Alfreà La Rocque, of
Montreal.

HON. SIR DAVID L -MACPHERSONI
K.O.M.G.e P.C.,

Toronto, - Ont.

H ON.- SIR DAVID LEWIS MACPHER-s O-N, K.O.M.G., P.C., is a native of Scot-
land, and is a' fair. ý reprçsentative of ý the noble
race from which he , sprung. He was born. on,
the 1 2th of September, 1818. After receiving
a sound education in'the Inverness Royal Acà-

demy, the future privy councillor came to Can-
ada at the age of seventeen. Hé - was blessed
with a magnificerùt physique, and wheu he at-
tained the fuR stature of manhood wm remark-
able in any company for 1is height, . and for the
breadth of his shoulders. He was po&; essed not
only of a giant's frarne, but also.of the strenoth
of « will- and strength of m'oral and ïntellectual

. fibre Which mark a yeuth out for a -great career.
Soon after his arrival, in Canada, he becarne em-
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ployed in connection with the publie works of
the country, several of the most important of
which were then in progress. While still a
young man, he became associated with Mr. (now
Sir) Casimir Gzowski, as a member. of the con-
tracting firm of Gzowski & Co. This finn wa.;
one of the most prominent in connection with
the building of the Grand Trunk Railway and

other important ,works. Thus, even liad he
never been heard of in the aÀIvancement of any
other cause, the n'aine of Sir David L. Macpher-,
son would be indissolubly connected with. the
history of Canada in one of its most notable
phases -the joining together of the scattered
groups of colonists,'-and the development of the
spiendid resources of the country. But, even'

though the success of his finn brought Iiiiii ýa
fortune at a comparatively early âge, his lion-
ourable ambition to achieve distinction in the
country lie had made his ow"n, prevented hini
froin settling back in inere inglorious ease. He

devoted -a great . deal of attention to, public
affairs, and did good service,, especially in the.
discussion of financial. questions, upon which he

spoke with -authority, and commanded "eneral
attention. In 1864 he offereù himself..,vs a can-
didate for the Iko-islativeý Couneil' of the old
Province of Canadaý contesting the division of

Saugeen. * That was in the days when the Up-
per Chàmber of the Legislature,- like the Assem-

bly, was made up of members chosen by. the
people. ' Mr. Macphers on was successful in tlie
campaign. From that time -until the.present he

has been continuously in publie life, and has
occupied some of the most prominent and ' im-

portant 'positions in the ggift of the Crown in
the Dominion. At Confederation, in 1867,

Hon. Mr. Macpherson was called to the Senate.
He tooka prôminent place in that body, and
whenhespoke.wasalwayslistened towithrespect.

When the first Government of Sir John Macdon-
ald sought the assistance of the leading capital-
ists of the country to, construct * the Canadian
Pacifie Railway, and thus carryýout the terms
upon which. British-Columbia entered the union,

two -bids were put'in. One of these was, froin
the Inter-Oceanic Railway Company. This or-

the influ-
ganization was formed mainly throuh
ence of Hon. Mr. Maephe mn, who became its
president.' Though the tender of the company

was not - accepted (the contract being ggiven to
the Canadian , Pacitic RailWay Company, coin-
posed of Sir Hugli Allan and associates)ý-.there

is no doubt thà t bad they been calledupon to un-
-dertakë the work, the' men of the Inter-Oceanic

Company had not only -the capital but also the
skill and enterprise to car' the undertakincr to,
a successful. issue. -In 1868, Mt. Macpherson
wa.s one of a board of arbitrators, appointed. un-
der the- terms of -the British North. America. Act,
to adjust the detailso'f the finàneial terms undeïr


