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ercat. This difficulty has been essentially inereased by the lapse of time
sinee the claims first arose. A delay of seventeen years intervened,
during which the United States, while failing to cause the rights of the
TIudson’s Bay Company to be respeceted, eontinued to refuse any sabisfac.
tory settlement of their demands. The incvitable cffect of this delay,
now cxtended to nearly twenty years, has been to remove by death, or
otherwise, the greater number of important witnesses, and to weaken the
evidence which is still available, both Dy the remoteness, in point of
time, of the facts to be established, and by reason of the natural decay
or of the disappearance of much which constituted the value of the
rights and possessions, for which the present claims are made.

With respect to the second, and third classes of claims set forth,
the claimants solicit the attention of the Honorable The Commissioner,
to the fact before alluded to, that they are of a nature which does not
admit of a formal and precise valuation by testimony. Consisting a«
they do of important rights of trade, and of other rights of a public and
national character, they are manifestly of great value. But the estima.
tion to Le put upon them, and the amount of the money consideration
to be paid for their relinquishment and transfer, must be scttled by
the judgment of the Commissioners, founded upon their own experience
and knowledge, aided by publie documents and the recorded opinions of
statesmen and writers of authority, and by such general estimates under
oath as it may be possible to obtain.

The claimants have made the foregoing statement and observations
with respeet to evidence, for the purpose of urging for the serious consid-
eration of the Ionorable The Commissioners, that in their examination
and decision of the present claims, they ought not to be restrained by
the rules which are observed in the trial of ordinary issues in Courts of
Law. Those rules, under the circumstances, and for the reasons above
declared, the claimants contend should he liberally modified and relaxed
in the present case; and they respectfully, yet formally and solemnly,
protest that a strict application of them, in the consideration of their
claim, would be unrecasonable and unjust.

In ccnelusion, the Hudson’s Bay Company submit that upon the
facts and cireumstances, and for the reasons and considerations herein
set forth, they are entitled to claim and receive from the United States
the several sums here following :

First,—~TFor their forts, posts, establishments, farms, pasturage, and
other lands, with the builldings and improvements thereon, as herein-
before set forth, the sum of two hundred and ecighty five thousand
three hundred and fifty pounds sterling (£285,350.)

Secondly,—Tor the right of trade, as hercinbefore set forth, the sum
of two hundred thousand pounds sterling (£200,000.)

Lhirdly,—Tor the right of the free navigation of the Columbia
River, as hereinbefore set forth, the sum of three hundred thousand
pounds sterling (£300,000.)

The said several sums making together the entire sum of seven
hundred and cighty-five thousand three hundred and fifty pounds



