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PRACTICAL RECIPROCITY.

We have time and again dwelt upon the
wdvisability,—may the ubsolute necessity
—uf more attention being paid to what we
may term good farming, if ever Dritish
Columbia is to attain that importance
which ought to he hers as the Dbiyuwest
proviuee of the Confederation, the veen-
pant « § the Pacitic sea board and in con-
sequence the mistsess of the Western and
Southerly seas, besides being posscased
of untold and actually nutelalle mineral
resources.  These considernfions  alone
amply demonstrate the possibility these
is for a arcas future, but unless they are
made available to their utmost extent
the possibilities are against n3, and all
this will be our owa fanlt, o ensure
the best results we must begin at the
right end. and that is hy devoting wore
energy and enterprise to che dearing and
cuitivation ot our lands.  As Mr. Rithet
said in the debate on the British Paafic
Railway Bill on Friday aight, the time
has anived when the scttlement of the
Province should be undertaken upon a
more ¢ mprehensive scale than has cver

yet been attempted—aund, headded, *1
know of no better way in which this can
be done than by the bailding of 4 road
through the portion of British Columbia
to be truversed by the proposed line of
the Cannda Western railway, taking in as
it doos the northern end of Vancouver
lslaud, which isiich in timber aud coal,
and well suited for agriculture ; then
crossing to the mainland sud passing
through the vary neart of the mainland,
rich alto in agiicultural resources and
minerals of various Kinds 3 and atlording
the opportunity of reaching by future
connecting lines the extensive and rich
agricultural territory known as Peace
River, the gald region at the head of the
Skeent River and Omineca distaicts and
beyoud 5 then passing through the al-
ready famous portion of British Coluw.
hia, Cariboo—where fortunes were made
in 4 scasen, and where gold to the value
of 7 000,000 hias already been extract.
ed, and in which scction it is also claimed
that for alluvial ciggings and for quarlz
mines not more than a small Leginning
hias been made.

But this, we take it, is but a poction of
the prospect —and it is a grand one. We
hiave all thia wealth, most of it hidden,
and bt littde of it developed.  How can
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wo best take advantagy of it { Me. Ridhiot
and those who think with him say that
wt st be by means of ralroads, and the
one in particular in which they are inter-
ested.  He speaks of the vast territory
suitable for agriculture on both the island
and mainland, much of which is at pres-
ent inaccessible for the want of railways ;
but the different govecrnments of the pro-
vinee must bo given every crodit fur what
they have done inopening up reads and
trails and obtaining the wost relinble in-
formation as to the resources of which
weare possossed.  We thinh, however,
we nre safe in saying that there are thou-
sands of acres a8 yet undeveloped and to
be obtained at fairly reasonable rates
within comparatively casy distance of the
already established moans of commaunicn-
tion, upon, in fuct, the highronds to the
wines aud wuch of them on thoe route of
railways alveady contemplated  which
tust sovuur or Jater force their advan-
tages upoun the atten'ses of the public
and the cpitalist,

Supplies of all deseajuions have to be
brought 1 over these wandeveloped fields '
from long distances w1 ' imaense ex-
pense, as every one ko wa whe is atall
familiar with the quesiam of teanaport,
“Rawhiding” agit i8 tirmed o prcking”
guods over a terribly dillicult country is
an expensive business and must increase
immensely the disndvantage of the mun-
¢r8 aud athers in the interior, while were,
a3 we have said, the lauds directly on the
way turoed to advautage the work of the
the miner would have been much more
casy. aed his success would not be handi-
capped as it already is by disadvantages,
such 43 those which have to be overcome.
Le us, we say, try to develop our lands
first, their vccupits will be the consum-
ers of many of our manufuctured pro-
ducts :and the close proximity of our own
faricers to the miners, business men and
mechaunics, will induce the latter to
become  porehasers of  their  products

fur and away ahead of any one or any-
thing that was brought out againat them,
Their whale-hearted devotiontotheirparty
has never been questioned and has never
teqaired Jaudation ; they huve never been
clamorous for position, aud have when
they came to the front becen sought by
the oflico instend of having volunteered
for the prsition.  We know that it has
buen said that **oue volunteer is worth
ten pressed men,” but Messrs, Templeman
aud Milne, while prowmptly responsive to
the calls of party, have never belonged
to the breed of political Micawbers, They
have for years been devoted to the inter-
cats of Liberalism in British Columbia,
and if their party had any houours to
confer or compliments to pay, wera fully
entitled to them. Brains and dollars,
modeat worth and colozsal gall are said
to have been among the factors that joined
issue, but the outcome has been one on
which the Liberal purty lias to be con-
gratuluted. Its standard-bearers are the
best available men, who haviug buine the
hiat and burden of the day are, it is
satisfactory to sce, not to be supplauted
by men who, to say the least of it, would
have to be taken upon trust, the party
being cumparatively uuscquainted with
them or theis antecedents.  Almost every
child knows or has hesrd of Mr. Temple-
man and Dr. Milne ; they are known and
appreciated by the workingmen, and th
other classes of the comnunity have no
reason ¢ suppose that although they are
uot promiuent clubmen they are never-
theless eligible as public representatives,
On the other hand, the Conservatives
have not yet held their meoting ; their
caudidates are not belure the electors,
and it would be out of place to indulge
in apeculation. That they will select
their best mien there is every reason to
expect ;5 upon that choice much will Qe-
pead  for when we cume to consider the
issues—real or pretended—between the
patties, we must uot forget that we muat

rather than be consuwmers of California
wnd othier foreign artdes.  This would
be s sort of practical rediprocity which |
the wore it is carried eut the bettor for
all concerned.
——— 4
TUHE COMING ELECTIONS. I
Judging from the reports which w\-re‘
curreut  immediately  previcus to the!
“hig” meeting in Iusutute Hall, the !
uther evening, there wasicason to have
ex ccted that the Libernl ticket at the
furthcomning Dowinien clecti ms would
have been very different from that which
has been announc:d.  We think, but our
view may not be endorsed by many who
are prominent in the Liberal party, that!
the best possible choice of candidates
was tinde, the successiul nominces beiny

send to Ouiawa wicn who will alaays
remember that British Culnmbia has the
strongest  claims upon their services.
Years ago, the Cwiada First party was
cstablished, and since that time the in-
tfluence to which it first gave vise has
do.¢ govd work. Canadian rights and
iterests have been vindieated and en-
foreed in u vanety of ways, to a degroe
which might not otherwise have been the
case.  And now, while on geneial princi-
ples it is still Canada First, we must not
forget that with our representatives,
irrespective of potiticzl party, it is British
Colua.bin whoss claiins it is their para-
mount duty to eniorce, and to see to it
that the Dominion Guvernment does its
wlole duty by us promptly and ungrudg-
ingly.

We Leileve that the elections are at
hand, and although the fiscal year is



