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M YCOSIS FUNGOIDES, a comparatively rare disease, when
it does occur usually affects some portion of the fauces, and

is termed mycosis pharyngeus, mycosis tonsillaris, mycosis ligualis,
etc., according to the situation of the mucous membrane affected
by it.

The term mycosis, from the Greek word mykes, signifying
fungus, indicates the character of the growth. It consists of a
deposit upon the surface or within the crypts of the mucous mem-
brane, of the spores of leptothrix mycosis. These gradually develop
into plants of larger or smaller growth, shooting out above the
epithelium and sometimes broadening, umbrella or mushroom-like,
upon its surface.

The original source of the fungus is still a matter of question.
The microscopical examinations of Toeplitz, -Wagner, Damaschino,
and others have proved, however, that the Ileptothrix is very fre-
quently found in the mouth ; and that a condition of impaired
health would appear to be all that is requiredto secure the attach-
ment and growth of the fungus within the pharynx. The peculiar
feature is that, although the bacteria are prevalent in such large
numbers in the oral cavity, they should so rarely find a nidus for
development there, and should prefer the faucial region. Possibly
the intense muscular activity of the mouth may act as a deterrent to
leptothrix development.

Bosworth tells us that the leptothrix belongs to the schizemycetes
group of fungi, a term applied to a variety of vegetable organisms
found in drains, garbage, bogs, etc. They are also found in nilk,
urine, and watery solutions containing organic matter. The micro-
scope reveals the thread or rod-like cells of tlbe leptothrix, imbedded
in amorphous granules. .If treated with Lugol's solution, these
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