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Correspondence.

FOREIGN MISSION DEFICIT.
Editor Presbytersan Review :

Will you kindly allow mo to say that ono
of tho most discouraging things about the
situation is that tho Church dossnot believe
the situation s critical. Peoplo aro heard
%0 say sgain and sgup, O, there is an
anpual cry about thia time of the yoar,” or
“Thao estimates feave a good margin over
expenditures, and it will be all right at the
end of the year,” or ** Tho Committee will
have pleaty of money when the W.F.M.S.
pay up.” ete.

ow, I with to say, without discuasing
past yoars, that this isno false alarm that
wo aro facs to face with a dileit of $30,000
or 35,000 which can bo preventod only by
some very special effort,

The total estimates for this year are
$128,842, and they leaveno margin—indeed
the expenditure will be in excess of the
estimates. Ths Committec may bo blamed
for golog too fast, but blame will neither
rlvo the bread of lifo to tho perishing mil-
ions nor moet the prosent cmergency. The
fact jast now is what 1 have stated, that
without speclal effort wo caunot oscapo a
937,000 dsficat. If that fact wern belisved
and realized, we scaroely think it possible
that congregations in distributing their
funds would enuirely igooro Forsiga Mis.
sions 23 many are doing this year and as
they have been aocustomed to doin the past.

R. P. MacKay
TO TREASURERS OF MISSION
FUNDS.

For several moaths past we have been
meeting the salaries of Missionaries, and
other crpansez in oconnection with the
various Bchemes of the Church, chiefiy by
means of morey borrowed from the Banks,
Tho notes maturing ttiz month amounnted to
452,000, Itis most uadesirable thal any
of theso should be renowed, as the interest
acosunt iv already very large. I take tho
liberty ofasking T'reasurersofcongregatione,
and of Missionary Socisties, to forward mo
anf money now on band, that we may bs
abls to meet thoae notes as they mature.
Many ocongrogations have already held
their annusl mostings, and apportioned
their Missionary money. Thus far, we
hava received nothing from a largs number
of these. Thoattention of Ministers and
Teeasurers is specially directed to thia
Presbyterian Offices.” Ronrzr H. Warpzx

Toronto, Feb. 0th., 1897.

General Assembly’s
SABBATH SCHOOL OOMMITTEE.
CIRCTLAR TO PRESBYTERIESR.

Anent the overture on S.S. Pubdlication add
Editor,

In accordanco with their circular noto
of Sept, 21, 1836, tho General Assembly's
Snbbath School Oommitles beg to Iay
before tho Preilateries of tho church,
tho folowing facis snd considerations
which um{ brlievo will assist them in
arriving at such a decision on the Over-
ture re g Sabhath School Board of Pob-
lication and tho appointment of an odi-
tor as will bo most oconducivo to the
bost interests of oir work amangst the

yormg. ‘

In tho first plico wo would draw at
:,enummto ltn u:’a!c;.o that et:!zjo oré.;tu{o
o8 not conta 8 ons of the
Sahlath Schoo! (\mmi?foﬁ but was car
rind in  xRmendment to - thess The
apecial Committeo of tha Assembly to
which tho K & rt was referrod.
alter conferring with a sub-committeo
ol the & 8 Committee. propased that
thy pullication of tim Leasom Relps al-
ready fully authorized bty the Asseambd-
iy. should bo removed from S: Jaobm
to Teraato. and an Editor appointed
who shou'd givo his whalo time to then.
Thev a'so indieated the sources from
whicrh ths sv'ary of such Fditor would
comnn without instituting any new fund,
or aning additianal burdens upon the
churrh.  Tho & & Commitleo would
not recommand the setting up of any
now mackhinery.  The present Commit-
tee 18 quita alie to arry on tho bus
innas 1t bas bullt up, in the same man-
nerasco the Hympal and Reoard Com-

T

Tho Presbyterian Review.

mittees. Thoy deom o Board of 8. 8,
Publication guite unnecessary. But at
tho aame timo tho amount pf work com-
nectod with editizg and puliishing the
Halps, imperativoly calls for the whole
attention of one gmomon. Do the finan-
cial prospects of Commnittee warrant
tho church in appolnting an Editor and
goneral Superintendent of 8. 8. work ¢

On this question thoy wisb Presby-
tories to bo fully wnformed in reganrd
to the trus gosxt.!o of the Committeo’s
finances and pullication work.

1. Fipances.—Tho total amount receiv-
od during 1896 (Afay, . 8
months), for iodicalls and 8. 8. Sup-
plies, not including }m ats or new
ordors for 1897, was 8 ,230. the conts and
units aro omitted for the sake of cen-
venience and brevity, Children’s Duy
contributions amounted to $2,040, $500
Were given as donation to wipe
out deficit and unpaid accounts, wil)
yield at least $500, Thus tho total
assets of the Committes on Jen. 1st,
1897 werc $7.180. .

The cash paid out on bills and notes
was $7.230, and there are personal notes
of ths Convener and others, on which
the Committes has procured the money
it noeds, not yot matured, amountin
to $3.20. are no unpaid bills o
agy account, 50 that the total disburse-
ments and fiabilities for 1896, Alay-Dec.,
is 810.450, Ieaving a not deficit on Dec.
81, of $3270. .

We would regpectfully call attention
to ths very large increase in the contri-
butions from dren’s Day. . Between
May lst and Dec. Slst 1893, 207 Sabbath
Schools gave §997. Uuring the same
months in 1898, 324 sohools gave $2,040,
an increase of 57 per cent. in number of
schools contributicg, and of over 100

ocpt. in the amount contributed.

'he wholb nmount received : between
Moy Ist 1895 and April 3ist 1898, was
$1,474, somo $480 baving been forward-
od during tho first four manths of 1896,
If a like sum is contributed during
theso months this year, the total sum
reported to the Assembiy next June as
donated dircotly by our Satbath Schools,
oxpcitly and oxclusively, for the car-
rymg on of the Committes’s work, will
bo about $2500, as against 81,474 last
yoar. Thig shows very c'.oarlx that the
Commitico’s causo is approvec of by an
increasing number of our S. 8. Workers.

Weo would furthor motice the success
which bas attended the committeo’s ef-
forts to reduce its deficit, said *'defi-
cit” being really momey borrowed on
porsanol noles in order to astablish
the publication of Canacdiaz Lesson
Helps for our owx schools, Thoe As-
sembly’s special commities to which the
geport of the 5. S. Committeo was re-
ferred last June, and on which the
two f{inuncial agents, Drs. Wardenand
Mozrison were active membtors, weanb
carefully into thoe stato of the accounats,
and found that tho ble deficioncy
on December Slst would be about $5<u0.
Thoe liberality of our schools, the in-
oreass of ibers during summer
months (who are not wuncluded in any
statament of our curculation as thein
mhocnh‘guons bogan and cnded between
Afay lst and Doo. 1st) ; and tho Tesponse
to a appesl to fricnds outlside
of our achools,” enables the committeo
to claso tho year with much less than
the doficit expected. €370 instead of
£5000. \Wo asc Presbyterias to give
full \\-exih! to thess figures That such
Tosults have been achieved in a year
of groat f{inancizl depression, #ben
business houses Jong deomed as sccuro
as tho Bank of England. aro going in-
to liquidation, when discouraging de-
ficits are prescnted to congregationad
moetings evarywhero; and when tho
other E;uds of tbe church are aggcm-
hanisive of sarious diminution in ir
funds, as, for example. the F. 31. Board.
which fools itselfl faco to face with tho
posihility of having to rocall somo of
ocur missionarios. that such results
should bhave been attained. at such a
time. i3 & matter of sincers tu-
lation and tiankfulnews. It oertainly

evinoos 8 very deep interest in tho suc-
cess of tho comm tm‘a&x on the
tely affect-

pant or&thmo tmost imm

od by

11 PUBLiCATIONS.—~The actual cir-
culation of our Lesson Hel
i, 1897 was Leoaflets, 33268, Quar-
terlics, 21,108 Teachers Alonthly, 4,839,
Sinos most of ouxr Pubhcxtions began
Just a year ago tho first edition of the
subacyiption lit with which we can
ccmpaye thase figures was lald befero

tho committeo dn April 1at, 1890, only
oight months previous. Wo shall have
to add at least 10 per cant. to our
figures to bring thom up to what they
probably will bo noxt April, for quite
o large numbor of belated renawnls
aye reccived ip January, and even in
February, while new subscriptions are
coming in every month of the year.
Thon again very few, comparstively,
arenot less than 12 months. Tho large
sumumeceyr subscription list which is not
included in eithor of the totals com-
pared would more than make up for
those which do n0t run tho wholo year.
The following tadlo shows ouxr incrcass
at a glanos: ' o
April 1st, April 1st, Inorease. Por
1896. 1697, oent.
Lerflets....27,820 36,630 8,810 83%
Quarterliss. 14,145 23,320 9,176 G5
1. Moothly, 3,875 4,840 1,449 374

Wo would also refer tlie Prestytery
to the pamphlet containing testimon-
ials from ¢ who bave ‘used our YLes-
son Hoelps. ‘Thoinovesseunder the cir-
cumstances isovidence that our schools
will liberally support our own publica-
tions. LConsider for a moment the ob-
stacles to bo contended with, includ-
mg the natural and very excusable re-
luctance of our teacbers to give up ex-
cellent helps to which they have be-
COML ALCUSLO and it will be at once
seen that only o ‘very genoral desire to
support a Canadian series would induce
so muny to discontinue the old for the
new. If the verdict of tho subscription
list mezns anything it means that the
Homb Study Helps meet a felt
want of thh church, C

It has been frequently asserted that
1t would be impoasible, in the compar-
atively limited field of our church, to
cbtain a sufficient number of subscrib-
ors for o solf rting series of Les-
son Helps, and certainly no one would
advocate tpe publication of any that
did not sccure, within a reasonable
tume, 3 remuncrative circulation. The
present status of our pericdicals ought
to dissipato all doubts on this subjoct.
Takuwmg the circulation as on April 1st.
1897 to ropresent the average for the
yoax (it is below v.hat it will be), and
carefully including every itemy of the
cost (printing, binding, mailing etc.,) of
an edition largs enoqgfx to supply these,
wo have the following figures:

Bubsoribozs Revenne Cust Sarplus

Leaflets..... 86,630 $1,832 81,213 §619
Quarteries..23320 2,332 20e0 272
T. Mon bhly.. 5,324 2,130 1,432 &9

$5.294 $4 70581,L69

With: our present circulation we
should have o balance pext December
sufficient to wipe out nearly half the

rosent  deficit. But thero i3 every

ikelihood that tho current year will
closs with a greatly increased circu-
lation. Ve are but beginning to ob-
tain the rt of our schools. To havo
secured cme-{ourth of thom in 1(.1\\'01 ears
is encouraging success, an
fourths yet remain cut of which our
lists should bo at least doubled. The
8. S. Committes axe now able to pre-
sent thoe chureh with x serics of grad-
cd lessons belps egteblisked on a pay-
ing tasis, Our church can suppori its
own Jlowson holps and it is doing it
now. In another yoar they will pay
an cditor's salary as well, for with a
circulation increased only 50 per cent tho
us would amount to over $3,000.

Tho Coammittea feel that the appoint-
ment «f an cditor is of tho utmost dm-
portanco to tho sucoess of our publica-
tiens. Should Presbyteries veto this
propesal it will bs nocessary for them
to makn arma cntg  with outside
parties to publish, whilo the cditing is
dong as now by _some ono who bas oth-
er dutics claiming bis first attention.
A contract would have to bo mado for
at least fivo joars and during that
timo the committes would seo tho prof-
its which they dosigned for the prose-
ocution of tha church's worl absorbed
by a _puroly busicoss concern.  Alore-
over in such a caso it should be clear-
1y understood that the General Assam-
bly wotdd bave to adrance at oncs about
$4.000 to xetire tho convener's motes,
wlich now represcnt the liabilities of
ths commitice. I the work of mub-
lizking reingins in thoe hands of the
committeo tho deficit can be gradusally
overtaken, tmt Jet the business on ac
count of which the monoy was loaned



