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more to endure from ¢ troublesome International 8. 8. Lessoxn. the alternative reading of v. 3, atated above. { ** witbout blemish,” * biood” “sprinkled,”
and cantankerous ” office-bearers and —_— QSee “My faith would lay ‘*her hand,” in | ete., us in the bread and wine of tha supper.
members at home. Those who have October 16th. /Watts’s hymn), (see Ex. xxix. 10). The Tyd.msdo not prove ; they teach, illustrate,
an

read the Life and Letters of Robertson
of Brighton, will remember how he
frutted against the feeling of depend-
ence on meddiesome people which he
felt * curbing himlike a Mameluke bit
and reminding him of ‘his servitude
at dvery step,”” and how, ;though raost
loyal to the regular constituted author-
ities of his church, he objected to be
governed by what he playfully called
‘“his muslin episcopate” and to be
“ badgered by old maids of both sexes”
intruding upon matters with which
they had nothing to do. We belicve
it is well that the minister should feel
himself to be, in certzin respects, de-
pendent on the great body of the con-
gregation.  Such a feeling is not at
all unwholesome to his character, and
may even furnish a helpful stimulus
in his work. But we do not wonder
that ministers should fret under offen-
sive authority assumed without war-
rant in some congregations by a small
clique of thoughtless or ill-meaning
men.

There is ancther motive for change
which we believe is often at work in
the clerical mind, but on which we
have not now space to dwell. We are
pgrsuaded that many fail to realize the
amount of mental strain involved in
the performance of the ordinary work
of a clergyman who has for a length
of time been settled in a single charge,
The ordinary minister has to conduct
two full services each Sabbath day
before the same congregation. Where
(as in our Church) forms of prayer are
not in use, the devotional exercises
have to be originated by him as well
as the sermon. He has to conduct
at least one service besides on some
evening through the week. There
are frequent calls upon him for ex-
traordinary work. These, in addition
to pastoral work and other engage-
‘ments, constitute a very heavy drain
upon his mental and physical resour-
ces. It is not to be forgotten too
that, in our church, the people are
singularly intolerant of anything but
fresh and original matter from the
preacher's lips. The charge of plag-
iarism established against one of our
ministesrs would be his deathblow.
He dare not steal from others, He
dare not even steal from himself. If
he preaches an old sermon a second
time, some of his hearers very speed-
ily acquaint him with the excellence
of their memory, and remind him of
the old saying about * cauld kail het
again.” .

In our larger towns and cities the
clergy now obtain every yeara holi-
day of a month or more. They have
thus an opportunity to recuperate their
energies and replenish their mental
stores. Their people find that it
pays to give them such relicf, and
make provision for their enjoyment of
such a rest. A great many congrega-
tions have yet, however, to learn this
lesson. Their ministers cannot afford
to take such a holiday If they
should lsave their field of labour f{or
a few weeks, they have even to pay
the substitute who fills their place.

\Vho can wonder that, in such cir-
cumstances, ministers should some-
times regard the removal toa new
sphere as desirable, because in that
way only it scems possible to obtain
a great and much needed relief?—
Canada Presbyterian.
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—The English Presbyterian Foreign
Missionary Committee have adopted a
new plan for new missionaries to China.
They send them to Professor Legge, at
Oxford, 10 study Chnese, and are con-
vinced that three months spent at Oxford
would equal a whole years study passed
in an unhcalthy region like China.
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THE BURNY OFFERING.—Lev.i. 1.14.

——

(From the S, S. World.)

GoLpeN TexT.—8o Christ was once of-
fered to bear the sine of mary—Heb, ix. 27,

CexTRAL TRUTH.—Accees to God is by
the atonement.

LESSON EXPLANATIONS.

BY JOMX HALL, D.D., NEW YORK.

This book has its name in the Christian
cliurch, through the Greek, from the tribe
of Levi, the rules for the guidanoe of whosa
members ave here given, in continuation of
Exodus, and preparatory to later Scrip.
tures. That Moses is the writer is only
questioned by suthors so widely differing
smong themselves that they may be safel
1:ft to controvert one another. The boo
contsips little history (Lev. v. 8-10 and
xxiv. 10-23), and does not rlosely follow any
order after the opening chapters, which
contain laws fur the altar,

It is assumed all through that the Hebrew
offeror had devout, humble, grateful feeling,
such as that with which Christians come to
the Lord's tuble. The spiritual side of the
sarvioe, therefore, is assumed, and the book
is engaged for the most part with details of
outward rites. Thesame dangers of cour.s,
of formalism, and of reliance on the mere
outward deed done, that we have, they had,
and the propheta show us bow far they fell
into them, in times of decay (Isa.i.11.15:
Jer. vi. 205 Amos v. 21-28).

The burnt offering, our lesson, comes un-
der the cliss which is called 1n Hebrew Ze.
back, or a slain animal, and comnmonly in
our varaion rendered a sacrifice or affering.
1t initself called Holak, that whick goes up,
or ssheck, burnt, aud is commonly rendered
bnrnt offering or burnt sacrifice, or from its
being all consumed another word is used
meaning wkole burnt sacrifice. This sacri-
tice and others in which the idea of atone-
mentis presented are cavefully distinguished
in Scripture from the meat offering which
implies reconciliation, and might be of ve-
getables, 5. c., bloodless. his latter is
called 3inchat, . e., a gift (seo Lev. i, 1),
and generally uccompanied (many think al-
ways) & burut offering. It always included
salt aud vil, but honey and leaven were for-
bidden.

Theso general statements prepare us for
considerivg the burnt offeriy.

V. 1 describes the maoner in which Je-
hovah (so called thronghout the book) gives
directious. Moses recoives the law from the
top of Mount Sinai (Exodus xix, 8), but
a tabernacle or Zesnt of meeting (see last les-
eon) had been bult at the foot of the moun-
ta'n (Lev. xxvit. 34), aud directions for the
ragular ucts of worship are fittingly given
from it. Thinis as promsed in Ex. xxv.
22. Mones stands for the mediator. (See
John i.14.)

V.2 Sxos the kind of offerings here des-
cribed, not national nor at the public cost,
bat voluntary and indiiduasl, the priest’s
only responsibility being to see thut the of-
fering was in tself ** perfect’ (Lev. xxi,
17-24), and then to perform his part. ¢ If
any man of you” of his own free wilt bring
an offering, it may bo of *‘the herd” or
« floek,” both included in *¢ cattle.” {(Our
version is inexact in placing the words, but
the sensc is not aff.cted.) Rat hs: g dune
this of his vwn will the offerery  is place
to the priest, who must actstrictl. .cording
to the law and prescription. The ‘ord here
used Forban, & gift, explains Mark vii. 11.
*¢ That heifer, or wheat, or money, would
profit me,” says the poor parent of a Jew,
who mplies, ¢ Itis a gift to God ; I have
dedicated it ; you cinuot have it,” and so
evades the duty of practical “ honour” to
puarnts,

V. 8 fixes the offering as a *‘ male with-
ont blemish.” Femasles might, however, be
offcred in peace flerings (Lev. iii. 1-6), and
were appointes 4 siu offeriags of the peo-
ple (Lev. iv. 2382 and v. G). There is

nother rend g *of his own voluntary
will,” ¢ He hall offer it in order to be ac-
cepted,” 7. ¢, for his acceptance, or makiny
hun accepted. The idea 18 1mplied in both
that in this way he sought to be reconciled
te God.  Tho place is at the entrance uf the
tent of meeiing, 7. ¢., of the court n froat
of it, in wbich tbo brazen altar and laver
ttond, :

V. 4 dercribes the uniform way of iden-
1ifymy the offerer with his victim where it
1» of the herd or flock. ¢ He shall put bis
bend.” The tecond clauso gives the idea of

point aumed at here, and never forgotten
through all the offerings, is ** to make atone.
ment for him.” He said in effect, ** I de.
serve death, but Jehovah accepts another
life instead of mine ;" and it any one askod
an intelligent Jew ¢ What life?” he might
have replied as Abraham did to Isaac, “He
will provide himself a lamb.” However the
ofterer may have shared in the beneits of
goreral sin oﬂ'erinis, where tho priest laid
on his hands (sce Lev. iv. 26, 356), bis own
acceptance is alwaysthrough substitutionsry
burat offering. Su we never atand accopted
before God, however many our advantages
or however great our progrees, but ‘in
Christ.” The rabbis say that a prayer or
confession always accompar ‘ed the pressing
of tho hand on the victim's head. ** While
like a penitent I stand,” ete.—IVatss'
Hymn.

V. 6leaves it to tue offorer to siay the
viotim, but the word is ambighous, aud
many Jewish autborities make the * priest”
the sntecedent to *“he.” (See Lev. iv. ¢:
xvi, 11, 15, and 1 Curon, xxi1x. 24.) The
throat was cut at tho instant of concluding
the prayer, and a vessel waa held to raceive
the blood for the pouring out (rather than
¢ gprinkling,” which word is an inexact
translation) of it at the altar. There is a
separate Hebrew word for ¢¢sprinkling,”
which’was done with a bunch of hyssop (sce
Ps. 1i.'7), or with the finger, in the sin offer-
ing. The pouring out from the bowl, so
called from the verb bere used in the He-
brew (Mizrak, from Zarak, Iol:{)aur out),
was to be by Aaron's sons. (See Heb. x. 11.)
It was asacriticial act. (See Heb. xii. 22,
24 ; 1 Pet.i. 2.)

V. 6. The auimal was then flayed, or
the skin taken off, the *¢ hide” going to the
priest (Lev. vii. 8), and cut into the pieces
ueed for sacrifice.

V.7 directs the mode of the sacrifico by
the sons of Aaron ;and ** fire” applies to the
firat offering. After it the fire burnt perpe-
tually (Lev. vi.18) God's first estimate of
sin’s deserts is ever the same. * Ouar God
isa comsuming fire,” the Hebrews (Heb. xii.
20) could understand. 1t is a quotation
from Deut. iv, 24.

V. 8 continues the direction. Salt was
hers used (Lev. ii. 13 ; Ezek. xliii. 24. See
allusion to in Mark ix. 49). The separate
portions of fat which was not eaten, but
which 18 of areat value in the animal econ-
omy, supplying nourishment under disesso
or hunger, was carefully included and burnt.
There wan provision.

V. 9 directs the cleansing of portion of
the sacrifice to be just as it it were for hu
mun food, and then the priest burns all on
the altar. The word for ‘‘burn” is peca-
Iiar and contived to such offerings. It means
cause {o ascend. (A ditferent word is em-
Q;Uyed. for example, in Lev. iv. 19, 21;
Num. xix. 6 See margin in Ex. xxx.8;
Lev. xxiv. 2). Many of the translutions
like the Greek mark this differenca. See on
* gweet ravour,” so often used, Eph. v. 2.

Vs 10, 11 @irect when the offering is from
the flocks (the ¢ herd” mcans the oxen), 7. ¢,
sheep, which were preferred, and goats.
Some of ihe rules already given (v. 8) apply
here and are not repeated. The slaying was
to be done on the north side of the altar in
burnt offerings and otYers of the same kind
(Lov. iv. 24, 29, 83 ; vii. 2). Reasons for
this have been guessed but are not given,
and we may assume it was simply for con-
venience, the laver being on tho west, the
sstes poured out an the east, and the sonth
reserved as the approach of the priests.

Vs. 12, 18 require no special further ex-
planatiun. .

V. 14 provides fur the offering of one too
poor to bring an vx or a sheep (just as he
who bad not a sheep might bring a kid).
The poor are admitted and provided for as
truly as the rich, and the obligation on them
to come with what they can is as binding as
on the rich. Thisis a lesson greatly noeded
inour time. See, asillustrative of this, the
dove offering, John ii. 14. The offering of
doves by the mnther of our Lord is some-
tymes adduced in proof of the poorness of
the family ; but mistaken. For her, how-
ever tich she might haao been, this was the
fixed offering (sce Lev. xv. 29), Lestn—

L Theimportancs of this book of Levit.
icus. It contains the gozpel forthe Hebrews,
and as Dr. Bonar, whose book oa it is, in
many respects admirable, says, ¢ Its state-
ments ¢ dovetail into the unfignrative’ New
Testament, which contains about forty ref-
erences to its ondinances.”

" 1L The nature of the typical in Scrip-
tute, Nataral rceemblances ure taker by
God to convey spiritual idews. Seo “lamb’’

imprees. Hcbrews is the key to Old
Tostament types.

IIT. How impottant it is to respect God's
will as to our worship and service. A month
is given gcnmp. Ex. x1. 17 with Num. i. 1)
to the deliverance of thess regulatiouvs.

IV. Mark the view given of wrath, rep.
resonted by firo, wholly consuming the sa.
crifios, exhauating itself thereon, so that
the sinner himself oscapes, and the victims
wero more accesmble and fitting, So God
sonds His Son (sce Rom. x. 6-8).

V. See the difference between the priest
of the law, who approaches God for men,
and the minister of the gospel, wlo comes
to men on God’s behslf.

VI. Christis the ono great sacritice. We
are to be sure that we lay our hauds on the
head of this sacrifice.

o

TOMMY.

The Watchman tells the following
story :—A remarkable episode in a pub-
lic religious service once occurred while
the clergyman was preaching from the
text, * Is it well with thee?” It wasata
little church in Yorkshire, England,
the year 1831. The minister was a good
man, with no little gospel power in his
heart and manner, and he madeit solemn-
ly plain to the auditory that the Saviour
was present, looking into their thoughts
with kind inquiry, and testing the spirit
of every one. *‘ls it well with thee? Is
it well with thee?” Suddeanly an excla-
mation was heard trom one of the pews,
and a boy twelve years old, who had been
intently listening, fell on his knees, and
began to weep and pray.

A strange thrill ran through the con-
gregation, and many rose to their feet.
‘The minister paused in his sermon, and
all attention was rivetted on the kneeling
boy. Everybody knew little Tommy, for
he belonged to_one of the oldest York-
shire families, and his ancestors of Barns-
ley won the arms of abaronet. He was
a bright, gifted boy, now six years mother-
lcss, but carrying 1n his heart the indel-
ible impression of his mother’s early re-
ligious teachings. The honest Yorkshive
pecple felt too deeply themselves the ef-
fect of the sermon, to misunderstand
Tommy’s emotion. They did not think
he was crazy. The minister did not. “ Let
us pray, ” he said, for he saw more need
of prayer than preaching at a moment
when before men and angels a young soul
first spoke its want.

The whole congregation at once as-
sumed the attitude of devotion. Many
strong and loving petitions went up to
God for the little boy whom, like Sanwel,
He had called in His own tabernacle. The
scene was a strange one—toat sudden
prayer-meeting in the middle of sermon-
time. The prayers were answered, too.
Tommy rose from his knees with a rad-
iant face. Thenceforth the seal of a Div-
ine anointing was on him.  For the next
eight years he continued to give increas-
ing proofs of a Christian spint, and Chris-
tian zeal, and rare and happy fitness for
winning souls. When very young he was
licensed to preach.

At the age of twenty he left his nat.ve
land and came to the United States. Since
then he has not neglected the gift that s
in him. The voice that so long ago said
to him, on the other side of the sea, “Is
it well with thee?” has ever been gladly
recognized, and he has “followed Jesus
all the way.” It led him to Long Island ;
it led him to Albany;itled him down
the Hudson again ; and very many whom
his words first taught the heavenly lésson,
now know “it is well ” with them. To-
day few stand higher among the Amer-
ican clergy, or more honoured of the
Great Master, than Tommy, the York-
shire boy, the Rev. Dr. Thomas Armitage
of New York.

—Dr. Cuyler while passing through
Cairo was astonished to find 10,000 stu-
dents in the uriversity preparing to teach.

Mohammedanism,



