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made by our friends of Ontario, wlen with bard fighting and conuneind-

ablc zeal, thev organised an association, obtained an act of incorporation,
and 'von for dentistry the legal right to be called a profession. Ontario

and Quebec now possess laws which mutually protect the public and the

profession ; and lot us trust that the local legislatures of oui sister Pro-

vinces will at once awaken to a scne of the great need and importance

of incorporating the denttl profession of their Provinces, and so extend--

ing the advantages w(e, lu conlIInoi witl our conunity at large, enjoy.

It has becoine an intelligent principle to mîeasure the standing of every
art and science by its growth with the times. Geology has outgrown the

guesswork of Pythagoras, and nevly discovered " sermons in stones''

illustrate the history and development of the globe, and testify to the

trutlh of seripture. Any scloolboy of the present day may intelligently

ridicule the superstition whilh clung to astronlomîy in the time of Coper-

nicui; briefless b:rristers mway pooli-pooh mîueh of Lycurgus; first year

medical students inay sneer at the vagaries and therapeuties of Celsus ;
dental pupils pity the pulp-slaughtering practice of Sfooner, and even

criticise the largest part of the early editions of [arris. An infallible

law exists with regard to all seece and art, which, like that of the

mutation of races and tongues, preserves the true or reioves the imper-

feet, according to their deelopmnent. As in ilie animal kingdom. genera

and fanilies disappear after lavinig fulfilled their timne, and become trans-

muted andi further developed in others calledi more perfect, so througli a
series of progressive developnents, an iiperfeet prinîciple in science

is the forerunner of one of perfection and truth, and scarcely leaves a

vestige by which wc can detect its origin. Old speculations and prac-
tices which once were rovered, are tLrown away like the key of Garengeot

and the invariable principle of extraction in chronic alveolar abscess; the

text books of Maury, Jourdain, IIunter, Bell and Harris, are no reliable

guides, and nany names onc3 honored as alnîost inspired, are now recalled
vith more curiosity dian awe.

One is naturally disposed to nagnify the importance of any occupa-
tion in which he is engaged; and it seems to me, that if there is an

exaggeration which should be excused, if not connnended, it is that of
the ian who over-estimates the value of bis own profession, and who,
therefore, esteens it paranount to all others. To think highly of one's
self is not at ail identical with thinking higl!y of one's labor-indeed
there is nothing more diverse: and I conceive that the growth of don-
tistry and its present position as a recognized branch of iedicine and yet
an independent and distinct profession, entitles us to have its claim
respected. Take it theoretically and practically in all its conAtituted


