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Many, alas ! were the cities which Manassah did
not dispossess (v, 27, 28). Observe the word :
‘ The Canaanites would dwell in that land.” The
world has more power over a Christian in a
low state than the Word and promises of God. It
is true that *“ when ISrael was strong', they put the
Canaanites to tribute ; ’ but that was ruling, not
driving out. Christendom, grown rich and power-
ful, did the same with regard to paganism. It may
have been permitted by God in His providential
ways, that it should be so, but it was not faith.

Ephraim and Zebulon allowed the Canaanites
to dwell among them (v. 29, 30). Henceforth,
the world formed part of the people of God. Asher
and Naphthali (v. 31-33) went a step farther : they
dwelt among the Canaanites, lsrael is engulphed
by them. : -

One more trait, dnd the picture is complete
‘“ And the Amorites forced the children of Dan into
the mountain ; for they would not suffer them to
come down to the valley " (v. 34). The world, at
length, obtains what is sought, and spoils the
children of God of their inheritance. Satan’s aim
always is to rob us of those things which constitute
our joy and strength ; and he succeeds only too well.

Do not let us forget how gradual declension is.

Ere long, we shall see poor Israel abandoning
the God who had brought them out of the land of
Egypt, bowing down to false gods, and, as a con-
sequence of their idolatry, oppressed and plundered
by their enemies.




