
INTRODUCTION

Minister of Defence Production and Walter Dinsdale as Minister of Northern Affairs 
and National Resources throughout the entire period.

***

Documents in this volume were selected primarily from the records of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and the personal files of Prime Minister Diefenbaker, 
held at the Diefenbaker Canada Centre in Saskatoon. Additional documents were 
chosen from the files of other government departments, as well as from the private 
papers of Cabinet ministers and senior government officials. In preparing the volume, 
researchers were given unrestricted access to the files of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and generous access to other collections. A complete list of the archival 
sources consulted to prepare this volume is found on page xxxi.

The selection of documents for Volume 29 has been guided by the general 
principles outlined in the Introduction to Volume 7 (pp. ix-xi), as amended in the 
Introduction to Volume 20 (p. xxiii). The series continues to attempt to provide a 
self-contained record of the major foreign policy decisions taken by the Government 
of Canada, by concentrating on Canada’s most important bilateral and multilateral 
relationships and on the major international issues that directly involved Cabinet 
members and senior bureaucrats in substantive policy decisions. Some passages and 
names have been omitted in accordance with the provisions of the Access to 
Information Act and the Privacy Act. These deletions are indicated in the documents.

The editorial apparatus employed in this volume remains identical to that 
described in the Introduction to Volume 9 (p. xix). A dagger (t) indicates a Canadian 
document from the period covered by the volume that is not printed. Editorial 
excisions are shown by an ellipsis (...). The phrase “group corrupt” indicates 
decryption problems in the transmission of the original telegram. Words and passages 
that were struck out by the author, marginal notes, and distribution lists are 
reproduced as footnotes only when important. Unless otherwise indicated, it can be 
assumed that documents have been read by the intended recipient. Proper and place 
names are standardized. The editor has silently corrected spelling, capitalization, and 
punctuation. All other editorial additions to the documents are indicated by the use of 
square brackets. Documents are reprinted in either English or French, depending on 
their original language.

In carrying out the research for this volume, I had the efficient and enthusiastic 
assistance of Dr. Jennifer Anderson, Christopher Cook, Dr. Daniel Macfarlane, and 
Dr. John Maker. I remain solely responsible for the final selection of documents. Joel 
Kropf and Ryan Shackleton gave invaluable help with various editorial tasks; special 
thanks are due to Joel for his assistance as deadlines loomed. Aline Gélineau expertly 
typed and formatted the manuscript; Gail Kirkpatrick Devlin produced the list of 
persons and the list of abbreviations and proofread the volume, with the assistance of 
Christopher Cook as second proofreader. Joel Kropf and 1 carried out the third 
proofreading. The index was compiled by Dr. Michael Stevenson; the Translation 
Bureau at Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada provided the French 
versions of the footnotes and other ancillary texts. Dr. Greg Donaghy, the general
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