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Reply to Protest About Use of Stars and
Stripes by the Lusitania Says Passengers
Requested It — Reminds Washington Brit-
ain Permitted Her Flag to be Used in Sim-
ilar Cases — Wilhelmina’s Cargo Must Go
to Prize Court and Declaring of Foodstuffs
For Germany as Absolute Contraband, as

) Well as Other Reprisals, Foreshadowed.

-,

London, Feb. 19—The British
“forelgn office this evening issued a
1mote in reply to the representations
of the United States government con-
cerning the use of the American fiag
by British vessels.

The note says that the Cunard line
'steamer lausitania, on her recent
voyage from New York to Liverpool,
raised the American flag, “to save the
lives of non-combatanits, crew and pas-
sengers,”

It adds that, in spite of the fact that
American passengers embarking on
the Lusitania on her outward voyaage
for New York asked that the Amert-
can flag be hofsted, “the British gov-
ernment did not give any advice to
the company as to how to meet this
request, and, it is understood, the
Lusitania left Liverpool! under the
British flag.”

Aftter discussing the Lusitania incie
dent the memorandum makes the
statement:

“The British government have no
{intention of edvising their merchant
shipping to use foreigm flags, as a gen-

merchant vessels at sight with thelr
non-combatant crews, cargoes and pas-
sengers, a proceeding hitherto regard-
ed by the opinion of the world not as
war, but piracy. It ‘is felt that the
United States government could not
fairly ask the British government to
order British merchant vessels to fore-

undoubtedly a large amount of Ger
man money belng spent in the United =
States with a view to infl
lic opinion there against the Allies,
the government here has no reason to
believe that any financial

hag been given to any pro-German
propagands in Canada. A
patch to a T paper,

that the Canadian government had
been advised that millions fo German
money_hsg been sent to

" Coming From U. §. to

Ottawa, Fep. 19—Although there is

o

pub-

IMENDMENTTO
SHPPIG K
ISKED FOR

Resolution Introduced Yester-
day Would Allow Captains
Holding Cr:ast Ceriiflcates ta

" Visit South Arieican Ports,

Ottawa, Feb. 14—At the opening of
the House, Mr. Chas. Marcil, speak-
ing with reference to agricultural de-
partment efforts to incfease produc-

1S | tion, pointed out that the farme:in

assistance
cable des-

Canada for

£0 & means, always hitherto permit:
ted, of escaping not only capture, but
the much worse fate of sinking and
destruction.

‘thnt several
under suspicion, is diseredited in offi
ial circles here.

pr views, and
German-Canadians were

.

some Quebec countles had gone
through a very hard winter, and many

ordinary production, much less ip-
creased production. He asked that
the government extend to some of the
deserving farmers the benefits of the
grant of seed grain to agriculturists
in Saskatchewan and Alberta.

it any possibility of
he rald on Canada

Hon, Dr. Roohe, Minister of the In-

the western provinces, where the Do-
minion owned the natural resources,
lt;ha'llt seed grain had been given, He
ad reced a by

Permitted Use of British Flag to Es-
cape Capture.

“Great Britain has always, when a
neutral, accorded to vessels of other
states at war the liberty to use the
British flag as a means of protection
against cnptur&, and instances are on
nrecord when United States vessels
availed themselves of this facility dur
Ing the American Civil War. It would
be contrary to fair expectation if now,
when conditions are reversed, the
United States and neutral nations were
to grudge to British ships the liberty
to take similar action,

“The British government have no
of 3

eral practice, or to resort to themj
otherwise than for i

mh Ly $at 4 “":
“The obligation upon a belligerent
warship to ascertain definitely for it-
self the fonality and ch er of
@ merchant vessel before capturing
it, and a fortiori (stronger reason)
before sinking and destroying it, has
§n universally recognized. If that

igation is fulfilled, the holsting of
\ ngnu-nl‘ flag on boardda British :;y:;

cann sibly endanger neu
mppi.ns,o:n?lm the yBrIt.lglx government
'holds that if loss to neutrals is caus-
ed by disregarding this obligation it
#s upon the enemy vessel disregarding,
and upon the government giving ord-
ars that it should be disregarded,
:tha-t the full responsibility for injury
/to neutrals ought to rest.”

Text of Britain’s Reply.

e following is the text of the re-
p\;mot Great Britain to the American
noéte, as handed to Walter Hines Page,
the American Am‘buuador. Mnly:md

“The al
on.rt.:o 11th of February calls atten-
tion, in courteous and friendly terms,
to the action of the captain of the Bri-
tish steamship Lusitania in raising the
flag of the United States of America
when approaching British waters, and
says that the government of the Unit-
ed States of America when approach-
ing British waters, and say that the

idering the pos-

© g their merchant]
shipping to use foreign flags, as a gen-|i
eral practice, or to resort to them oth.
erwise than for escaping capture or

Captured More

Kodcians Clidsiad i

of
ald, such as that of th Hon. member
asked for from Northern Ontario, but
had referred the petitioners to their
provincial government, which had al-
ways looked after them.

Mr. J. C. Turiff then read .a
paper article headed: “Our S {1
Soldiers Again,” which stated’ that
Sir George Perley was appealing for
socks and other warm clothing and
comforts for first Canadian contin-
gent. 'Th ticle was in the Journal
of Commerce, Montreal, M‘ Turift
observed that while there was no rae-
son why gifts should not be séat to
the soldiers, it should not be neces-
8ary to have them receive and

necegsary articles in m

e

£ x

i b t

Iy in view of the quality of
supplied them.

destruction. The ab upon a

belligerent warship to ascertain de-
finitely for itself the nationality and
character of @ merchant vessel before
capturing it, and a fortiorl before sink-
ing and” destroying it, has been uni-
versally recognized.

“If that obligation is fulfilled, the
holsting of a neutral flag on board a
British vessel cannot possibly endan-
ger neuiral shipplng, and the British
government holds that if loss to neutral
ships s caused by disregard of this
obligation, it 1s wpon the enémy vessel
disregarding it, and upon the govern-
ment giving the orders that it should
be disregarded that the sole respon-
sibility for injury to neutrals ought
to rest.”

London, Feb. 19—The British gov-
ernment announced today that it had
decided that the cargo of the Ameri-
can steamer Wilhelmina should be
held for the decision of the prize
court. i

This announcement was made by
Sir Edward Grey, the British Foreign

the night of Feb. 8, by an aviator—
who brought down six projectiles in
the vicinity of Ostend, is recounted
in a note given out by the War Office
this afternoon.

p.m,, in & violent west wind. His first
projectile landed on what appeared to
be a number of munition and supply
wagons near Middelkerke.

let fall three bombe on the Casino
building. The
tonations caused

Daring French Aviatot Drops Six
Bombs Among Enemy and Escapes

, Feb, 19-—A daring flight made| the enemy, who flasheg their search-
gt b ok 'llgh!,s on the departing aviator. ‘Later
two more bombs were hurled on a
barracks to the west of Ostend.

Searchlights found the French air
man soon after this, and German ma-
fired at him but

During his return flight the French-
man's machine touched the waves
along

The aviator left his station at 9.40

The alrman then flew to Ostend, and

olence of these de-
sternation among

chine guns were
without success.

@ coast line.
Guide

by the lights of the aero-
drome at Furnes, the lieutenant final-
Iy landed safely at 10.20 p.m., having
been gone forty minutes. The dis-
tance from Furnes to Ostend s four
teen miles.

Doing The Same Thing In England

8ir Robert Borden replied that had
Mr/ Turiff enquired at the Militia De-
partment he would have learned that
our troops were going to the front
fupplied with clothing and socks on
preoisely the same scale as the British
army. However, it had probably serv-
ed his purpose better to endeavor to
cast discredit on the governmeant. . H&
was perfectly well aware, or ought to
be, that in Great Britain, as well as
here, the troops were being supplied
with comforts by private efforts. S8ir
Robert thought no hon. gentlemen in
or out of the House wounld find fault
with any government because the ef-
forts were being made by private in-
dividuals and organizations.

In the Emipre, and in the United
States, as well, the women of the
country had been furnishing caps,
socks, and belts to the soldiers it the
front. It was entirely in the nature
of this patriotic and voluntary appeal

Secretary, It seems to make clear the
purpose of Great Britain to declare
all foodstuffs for Germany contrabang,
as well as to foreshadow other repri-
sals. In his note, Sir Edward Grey,
after reviewing the German methods
of warfare and denouncing them as
absolute violations of all international

government of the United States feels
certain anixety in

of general use of the flag
dbm‘o’ U!\lm States by British ves-
/traversing those waters, since

th® effect &f such a policy might be
to bring about a menace to the lives
and vessels of United States citizens.

Passengers Asked That Stars and
o Stripes be Raised.

“It was understood that the German
government announced their intention
of sinking merchant vessels at sight
by torpedoes without giving any op-
portunity of making any provision for
the saving of lives of non-combatants
crews and passengers. It wgs in con-
sequence of this threat that the Lusi-
tania raised the United States flag on
her inward voyage.

“On her subsequent outward voy-
age a request was made by United
States passengers, who were embark-
ing on board her, that the United
Biates flag should be holsted, presum-
#bly to ensure their safety. Mean-

+ 'swhile the memorandum from Your Ex-

. oellency had been received, His Majes-
Ay's government did nof glve any ad-
wice to the company as to how to meet
2!- request, and it is understood
the Lusitania left Liverpool under the
British flag,

. “It seems unnecessary to say more

B regards the Lusitania in particu-
“In regard to the use of foreign flags
t vessels the British Mer-
ping Act makes it clear

that/the use of the Brlt’lsh flag by

m 8

- _in time of war for the purpose of es-
o capture. It is belleved that in
ocase of some other natiops there

, Says:

“If, therefore, His Majesty’s Bov-
ernment should hereafter feel con-
strained to declare foodstuffs absolute
contraband, or to take other measures,
for interfering with German trade by
way of reprisals, they confidently ex-
pect that such action will not be chal-
lenged on the part of neutral states,
by appeals to laws and usages of war
whose validity rests on their forming
an integral part of that system of in.
ternational dooctrine, which, as a
whole, their enemy trankly boasts the
contention to disregard, so long as

‘Wilson and his cabinet discussed at
length today the dangers to Ameroan
vessels and commerce growing out of
the reiterated determination of the
German government to wage warfare
of submarines and mines on enemy
vessels, disdlaiming ail

for what might happen to neutral ves-
sels venturing into the new sea zones
of war.

Washington Views The
Situation With Anxiety

»
‘Washington, - Feb. 19.—President

sibility

Oanvass of cabinet officers later dis-

closed that the administration regard-
ed the developments of the last few
days as of grave importance, Members
of the cabinet declined to prediot what
would be the course of the . United
States.
Officlally, the United States govern-
ment had not received froj
dor Gerard, up to late ton

such neutral states cannot compel the
German government to abandon meth-
ods of warfare which have not, in re-
cent history, been regarded as hav-
ing the sanction of either law or hu-
manity.”

(Continued on page 3)
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VISIT DUGHESS OF
CONNAUGHT HOSPITAL
AT GLIEDEN, ENG

London, Feb. 18—A private view of
the Duchess of Connaught's hospital

at Cliveden was given today, when
a number of imgm

vr::lmdanoﬁ‘:hmlm of Mrs.
dort or to inspect the building.
This will be the chief Canmdian base
hospital in England. The building
S —— e —

TURKS KILLED THEIR
GERMAN INSTRUCTORS,

London, Feb. 19.—Reuter's Petro«

©orT /sends the follow-
h from the Ca

not. one of the

the mmo-m hlun-m

O 4

NORWEGIAN

ment issued the Admiralty tonight
says the Norweglan tank steamer Bel-
grade was struck by a torpedo, fired
by a German submarine, today near
Folkestone.
it is asserted, have been found on the
ship,

reports that the steamer Belridge is
now anchored in the Downs and that
arrangements are being made for her
to
ed by a tug.

STEMER 15
TORPEDLED

London, . 19.~An offielal state-

Pleces of the torpedo,

A despatoh to Lioyd's from Dover,

proceed to Thames Haven, egnvoy-

Another In Baltic Sea.

debt, including
payer’s shares of the local improve-
men expenditures, has reached

total of $81,672,636, according to the
official return made by City Treasure®
Patterson this afternoon.

regular
five. The
vtes overtime,
goals and

bA0SS DEAT

01 MILLIONS

Toronto, Feb.

e city's

KINGS COLLEGE 7, U. N, B. ¢

‘Windsor, Ni‘ 8., Feb. 19—In the In-

to six. The game was hard
fought throughout. At the end of the
od the score stood five to
teams then played ten min-
Kings scoring two

N. B..one. The o8 w

erowd witnessed the

m Ambassa,
ight, the text
of the German reply to the Americas
note, and until it is in bhand, no de-
cision will be announced as to the ad-
ministration's policy.

TORONTDS

&o.—'l'omno'o gross
and rate-

for forts that Sir George Perley’s
appeal was made.

p}‘\)ﬂ. J. H. Sinclair of Guysboro, mov-
ed a resolution calling for an amend-
ment to the Canada Shipping Act, 80
as to allow captains holding coast
certificates to visit South American
ports. At present coasting licenses
only went as far south as the mouth
of the Amazon river, which shuts
them out of a profitable trade on the
eastern coast of South America. As
a result a number of Canadian vessels
hag, been transferred to the Barbadoes
register, and since the American reg-
{stry had been open to forelgn vessels
shortly after the outbréak of war, a
number of Canadian vessels had been
transferred there as well: Mr. Sin-
clair feared that Canada would lose
her coasting trade to the United States
it something were not done. He also
stated that it was necessary to extend
the coasting limit on the Pacific
coast, 80 as to enable Canadian ves-
sels to trade through the Panama Ca-
nal
Might Mean Canada Must Withdraw

From Convention on Safety of
Life at Sea

Hon. J. D. Halzen :;kl l)tl: ;u glh-
posed to agree largely wi r. Sin-
olair's H r, he though
Canada would have to retire from the
London Convention on the safety of
life at sea, if it changed the coasting
limit in this manner. In the Consoli-
dated Shipping Act, considered last
session, he had endeavored to solve
thig problem by establishing a limited
foreign-going certificate, which would
enable its holder to voyage anywhere
on the continent of America. He did
not think the Consolidated Shipping
Act could be taken up this session,
but saw no reason why Mr. Sinclair’s
amendment, and others like it, should
not beé referred to the Committee om
Marine and Fisheries, to report on its

ex s
Mr. Sinclair then moved the second
reading of the bill to make it an in-
dictable offense, punishable by two
years' imprisonment, or $5,000 fine, to
commit fraud in the sale of military
or naval stores to the Crown.
Government officlals involved in
such frauds will also be punished. Mr.
Binclair said there wag at present no
provision of this kind in the criminal
code. If one were to credit the press,
it must be belleved  that fraud was
now being practiced, Supplies fur
~~  {Continued on page 3),

of them were now without seed for|Rri

ADVANCE OF ENEY ON EAST
PRUSSIAN FRONTIER CHECHED

| Germans in Possession of Russian Town North of Niemen
River, but Czar’s Army Has Been Reinforced and Big
Battle Looked For— Enemy May Soon Find Himself in

London, Feb, 1
to the American
the

The British reply
tes on the use of
American fiag by the Cunard Line
Lusitania, and the decision to
hold the cargo of the American stea
mer Wilhelmina to a prize court, were
delivered to Walter Hines Page, the
American Ambassador, today.

The notes make clear that, while
there is no intention to resort to the
use of neutral flags generally, Great
tain thinks that neutral countries
siould not grudge her ships this privi-
m view of Germany’s threat to

British sea commerce, and,
Turther,

, that in view of the latest Ger-
man policy of sea warfare Great Brit-
ain contemplates declaring all food-
stuffs to Germany absolute contra-

terior, pointed out that it was only in|band.

Both notes are of a concillatory
character, That in reference to the
use of the American flag points out

for | that the United States resorted to the

use of the British flag under similar
circumstances during the Civil War,
and that if Germany follows the usual
custom of ascertaining definitely the
bationality of ships stopped by her
Warships,-no damage can be done to
néutral vesgels.

The detention of the Wilhelming's
cargo, which is to be sent to a prize
court, is justified on the ground that
Germany has placed all grain and flour
l':_x‘)l the Empire under government con-

As yet, Great Britain has not defin-
itely announced her promised retalja.
tory i the G
submarine blockade, which now hag
been in force two days, and which, so

has in the tor ng by

submarines of two vessels—

the French  steamer Dinorah, off

Dieppe and the Norweglan tank steam.

er Belridge, near Folkestone. Both ves-

sels were damaged but managed to
reach port.

Bome Danish vessels were unable to
sall yesterday, owing to the refusal of
their crews to move them. This im-

ENTIRELY N
SOED AFFA

French Minister of Marine Says
forpedo by No Means Infal-
ible and German Submarines
WIIl Not Have Things All
Their Own Way.

Paris, Feb. 19.—“The sinking by
Germany of merchant ships 1s simply
#n extension to the sea of her war
against non-combatants on land,” said
Victor Augagneur, the French minis.
tér of marine, to the Associated Press

“The French government has abso-
luté confidence in the naval situation,”
continued M. Augagneur, “and {s not
intimidated by the German blockade,
When the steamer Amiral Ganteume,
bearing women and children refugees,
was torpedoed and twenty lives were
lost, great indignation was folt
throughout the civilized world, but we
Dow regard the sinking of merchant
vessels with a certain calm. Germany
¢id not wait until Feb, 18, to begin tor
pedoing.”

With regard to Germany's alleged

reason for her announced sea block-
ade, M. Augagneur said:
“Germany evidently felt the great
efficlency of the Allles’ blockade of
German ports, and the proclamation
of a counter-blockade is the result,
We expect merchant vessels to be
sunk. Not, nowever, as many as
Germany expects. The torpedo is not
an infallible weipon, as is shown in
the case of the steamer Difiorah,
which, after she was torpedoed, was
towed into port.

“Measures for protection will be
taken, the nature of which I am not
at liberty to disclose. Ultimately Gen
man submarines themselves will be
sunk, perhaps even sooner than they
expect. G

“The Germsans cannot justly com-
plain of the Allies’ blockade of Ger-
many, as the right of an army to in-
vest & town and starve it into surren-
der hitherto has been recognised as
legitimate. _The present method, al-
though largely exercised through pres-
sure brought to bear on the civil
population, shows no essential differ.
ence from the investment of & town.”

with the right of merchant

Difficutt Position in Carpathians.

pediment was overcome today, hows
ever, and most of the Dutch lines alsq
resumed their schedules, under the
government's insurance scheme.
German Advance Checked.

The fighting in the west has consiste
ed largely of attacks by the Germang
in efforts to Tecover trenches which
they lost during the Allies’ offensive
last Tuesday and Wednesday. The
Germans claim that their attacks wera
suceessful, whereas the British and
French reports say that all the ground
they gained has been consolidated by
them.

The German army which drove the
Russians out of East Prussia has oce
cupied the Russian town of Tauroggen
on the Bast Prussian frontier north off
the Niemen river, but elsewhere in thig
region the Germans apparently have
been halted by the arrival of Russian
reinforcements, as for three days now
the official reports have referred to the
fighting ag taking place In tho Augus-
towo district, and in the vicinity of
Plovk and Sierpec, on the right bank
of the Lower Vistula, -

In the Carpathians neither side has
been able to make much progress, al-
though the Russians annoumnce that
they have repulsed numerous Austre-
German attacks. Military men are
of the opinion that the AustroGermans
did not leave encugh men in the Car-
pathians when they sent the rein-
forcements which assisted in driving
the Russians out of Bukowina, and that
it they are defeated in the mountain
Pasges they may find themselves in a
very difficult position.

Russians, apparently, made an
onrderly retreat through Bukowina, ale
though severely harassed while wend-
ing their way through the difficult
‘mountain passes in deep snow.

A Vienna report, received through

Rome, says that reinfo nts have
reached the Russians, and that a big
battle is expected between Naliworna

and Kolomea.

WILL NOT BE T DiSCst—

THE BLOGKADE

Representatives of Denmark,
Norway and Sweden to Mest
Today in Copenhagen,

London, Feb. 19.—A despatch
Reuters Telegram Company
Copenhagen says:

“Three steamers sailed today for
the United States, and three for the
British Isles.

“Representatives of the Damish,
Swedish and Norweigian governments
will meet here tomorrow to discuss
Questions connected with the safety
of their shipping in the North Sea.”

WILL QUESTION
GOL. SEELY'S

APPOINTMENT

London, Feb. 20..—The promotion
of Colonel Seely to the rank of Bri-
gadier-General, and his appointment
to command the Canadian cavalry, is
to be the subject of a question in the
House of Commons on Monday. Lord
Charles Beresford asks what are his
qualifications, and whether or not a
feeling of irritation exists, both among
the contingent and In the Dominion,
because distinguished Canadian offi-
cers have been passed over,

A A AN AN AAAAAAAAAA R
vessels of belligerent countries to fly
neutral flags, M. Augagneur said:

“This practice has always been rec
ognized as a legitimate ruse of war,
and even has been resorted to by men.
of-war, provided they hoisted their
true colors befors entering into mc-
tion. The Germans have no cause
for complaint on thig score, as they
used it themselves, when the cruiser
‘Igmdan entered the belligerent port of

enang, fying ndt" dnty

to
from

‘félue Colors,
but disguised with s false lmoko‘




