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DEVELOPING OUR TRADE.

The departure for England of Hon.
Qeorge E. Foster, Minister of Trade
and Commerce, has given to some of
the cheaper opposition newspapers
the opportunity to again refer to him
as “the absentee member” of the Bor
den Government. Hon. Mr. Foster will
probably survive the gibes at his ex-
pense, and will likely continue in the
future, as he has done since his selec-
tion for the portfolio of Trade and
Commerce, to use his very best efforts
and recognized abilities to develop the
Canadian trade, undeterred by what
his critics may say.

Since he took office in 1911 Hon. Mr.
Foster has spent much time in direct
negotiations to secure better trade ar
rangements with other countries, BEvi-
dence of his good work is seen in the
treaty with the West Indies which is
working out in a manner to indicate
that it will soon be numbered as a
distinct asset to Canada, particularly
since the establishment of improved
steamship connections between the
two countries. The report of the
Canadian Trade Commissioner in the
West Indies, states that although the
islands have suffered to some extent
from financial depression and indif-
ferent crops, there is every indication
that trade with Canada will be espe-
cially brisk during the new year.

The products of Canada and the
West Indies are complimentary so
that steamers plying between the

assured of good
cargoes both an essential to
successful shipping business. To a
greater extent Canada will take the
fruits and other tropical foods of the
Indies and give its flour, fish and
manufactured goods in exchange.
Not alone in the West Indies but
in other countries the energetic
Minister of Trade and Commerce lay-
ing the foundations for an extension
of Canadian trade and it is for Cana-
dian business men and manufacturers
to follow his work and take advan-
tage of the opportunities he is pre-
senting. Every channel for the exten-
sion of Canadian trade is receiving the
fullest publicity through the provi-
sions made by Hon. Mr, Foster's de-
partment and with a strengthened
staff of trade and commerce represen-
tatives abroad this country is building
up a live department that will be pro-
lific in results not only for the pre-
sent but in a greater degree for the fu-
ture,
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THE MISSING “FIGHTING SPIRIT.”
Considering the distance from New
Brunswick at which it is published,
the Toronto Mail and Empire has the
political situation in this province well
sized up, if an editorial in Friday's is-
sue of that paper is a criterion. Deal-
ing with the bloodless victory for the
Congervative party in York County,
and the failure of Mr. Pugsley, and
his organizer, to come up to the mark
with & candidate, the Mail and Empire
says:

“The fighting spirit of which
the Laurier politicians so often
boast does not cause them to err
on the side of rashness. They did
not seize the opportunity to make
a dash for the seat vacated in
York, N. B, by Mr. Crocket's ele-
vation to the bench. Hon. William
Pugsley, who is so valiant in
speech, was noi on hand with a
champion on Wednesday, when
nominations were to be made. Yet
he has been trying hard to make
people believe that New Bruns-
wick only wanted a chance to
show completely it had turned
against the Borden Q(overnment
and its policy. When he was in
Toronto last Summer he gave out
an interview in which he declar-
ed that his province was utterly
opposed to the Borden policy for
strengthening the British navy.
His failure to put a candidate
against Mr, McLeod shows that
he strongly suspects the contrary
of what he said in Toronto to be
the truth. The Borden Govern-
ment is stronger than ever in New

Brunswick or in any other pro-
vince—stronger because it has
kept faith with the people, and

because Sir Wilfrid Laurfer and
his colleagues take up policies
that put them further and further
out of touch with the people.”
———— e ——————

THE BALKAN SITUATION.
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conditions are sald to be due to the

but the results are the same. The
situation in Turkey cannot be any
better, yet, the despatches briog the
word that Turkey is buying, or threat-
ening to buy a first class Dreadnought,
with the suspected intention of waging
another war on Greece in the hope
of agam becoming ownmers of the
Aegean Islands. This repont has al-
ready caused comsiderable anxiety
over the prospect of another war.
Truly it is a poor start for the New
Year, but it is to be hoped that the
BEuropean powers will not wait until
the Turks and Greeks are practically
at. each others throats before inter-
vening. The squabbles of the Balkam
states and their traditional enemies
have already cost enough in lives and
money. Burope must well be weary
of the situation in the near east and
there will be general accordance in
the hope that the reports of impending
strife are either totally untrue or
greatly exaggerated.
R S S,

PUBLIC SWIMMING BATHS.

There is to be a particularly inter-
esting election today in the city of
Ottawa, when, in addition to the choice
of Mayor, and civic government, the
ratepayers will decide upon geveral
questions of more or less importance
to the civic welfare. One of the pro-
posals to be decided is whether the
citizens of the Canadian capital will
expend the sum of $50,000 for the
erection of a public swimming bath.

The value of public baths has been
realized in practically every city of
size. In the larger Canadian cities,
such as Montreal and Toronto, there
are several public baths which have
dene valyable service, not only in pro-
viding healthful recreation for those
who can swim, but as a means of
teaching the art of swimming to
those who have not already acquired
it. In a maritime city like St. John,
the need for a swimming bath is even
greater. Here we naturally turn for
most of our recreation to the river or
and yet what percentage of the
people can claim a mastery of the
earliest of acquatic pastimes—swim.
ming? Possibly in the fullness of time
we may be able to read in accounts of
elections in the St. John of the future
the information that the taxpayers
voted by a large majority in favor of
an expenditure for public baths. It

would be money well spent.
—_———

A NOTED JOURNALIST.

sea,

Lord Burnham, founder of the Lon-
don Telegraph, has just passed his
eightieth binthday, amid a ' shower of
congratulations. The Telegraph was
the first penny daily in London, and
its cheapness brought it a huge circu-
lation. Not only was it popular in
price, but it aimed to popularize the
news of the day by making it as pic-
turesque as possible. In this respect
it seemed to borrow its inspiration
from the New York Herald of the eld-
er Bennett. But it also kept men of
real ability on its staff. For many
vears Sir Edwin Arnold was its chief
editorial writer, and George Augustus
Sala its free lance correspondent.
About forty years ago Lord Burnham
(then Mr. Levy Lawson) joined the
younger Bennett, of the New York
Herald, in sending Stanley to find Liv-
ingstone in Central Africa. Since that
period there have been many changes
in London journalism. In comparison
with the Mail at a half-penny, the
Telegraph is quite sedate and respect-
able. It is still about the best paper
for its price, although there are now
geveral other penny papers. The re-
cent cut in the price of the Times,
from three-pence to two-pence, leaves
the Telegraph about midway between
two extremes.

Complaint is made by a Telegraph
correspondent in Fredericton that the

effect of Servian military occupancy,|in

Edinburgh in the
work of great interest to antiquarians.
This was followed by an elaborate
classification of the antiquities of his
native land, declared by the historian
Hallam to be “ the most socientifio
treatment of the evi-
dences of primitive history which had
ever been written.” In 1862 he wrote
“Prehistoric Man; R ches Into
tho Origin of Chdlinuon in the Old
and New Wonlds,” which included the
fruits of his _exhaustive researches
into the eth y and of
Canade, with a d!scuu!on on the unity
and antiquity of the human race. In
1880 he was appointed president of the
university, and in that capacity he
accomplished much for the advance-
ment of Canadian learning, taking a
prominent part in the scientific and
literary work of the 'Dominion. He
was also president of the literary sec-
tion of the Royal Society of Canada,
and in 1888 he was knighted. He died
in Toronto in 1892

January 5 is the birthday of the
Rev. Dr. Frederick Courtenay, who
was Bishop of Nova Scotia from 1888
to 1904, at Plymouth, England, 1837;
and of Slason Thompson, journalist,
playwright, and one of the founders
of the Chicago Herald, at Fredericton,
N. B, 1849.

TH HUMAN PROCESSION

DAVID BISPHAM,

Philadeiphia was the place, and
fifty-seven years ago today the date,
of the earthly premiere of David Bis-
pham, the renowned grand opera bari-
tone. David Bispham at nineteen gra-
duated from Haverford College and
entered upon the occupation of a wool
merchant. As leader of the choir of
St. Mark's church, he became prom-
inent in the amateur musical circles
of Philadelphia. In 1885 he arrived at
two important decisions. One was to
join the ranks of the benedicts, which
ambition was the result of falling in
love with Miss Caroline Russell,
daughter of a United States army gen-
eral; the other decision was to go
abroad and study music. In Italy he
studied under the elder Lamperti in
Milan and Vannuccini at Florence. Lat-
er he went to London, where he con-
tinued his studies, and became a great
favorite in the amateur musical life
of the world’s metropolis.
Mr. Bispham made his professional
debut as the Duc de Longueville in
Messager’s “The Basoche,” at the Roy-
al English Opera in 1891, When this
engagement was concluded Sir Augus-
tus Harris, the Covent Garden impres-
saria, offered the American singer a
place in his company, For years he
remained at Covent Garden, singing
over a score of roles in Italian, Ger
man and French grand opera. In 1897
Mr. Bispham returned to his native
land, having accepted an engagement
proffered by Maurice Grau of the Me-
tropolitan Opera House, New York.
He achieved his greatest fame on this
side in Wagnerian roles. Of late years
he has devoted himself largely to
concerts on both sides of the Atlantic.
In London eight years ago he gave a
most successful production of the ro-
mantic opera, “The Vicar of Wake-
field,” playing the title role.

. S r———

THE PASSING DAY

TWELFTH NIGHT
Twelfth Night, the eve of the festi
val known as Epiphany, Twelfth Day,
Twelfth-tide and Old Christmas Day,
will be celebrated tonight by the stage
people of Kngland, and, to a lesser ex-
tent, by actors and actresses on this
side of the Atlantic. Twelfth Night
was long generally observed with so-
cial rites and strange ceremonies by
all the people of England and Scot-
land, but the tradition is now kept
alive principally by theatrical folk.
The observance of Twelfth Night by
thespians dates from' 1796, and had its
origin in a bequest made by Robert
Baddeley, a famous comedian of Drury
Lane Theatre, London, who died in
1794. In his will he bequeathed his
cottage to a theatrical fund, in trust,
to be maintained as a home for four
aged actors or actresses. He also left
a fund to provide an annual expendi-
ture of three pounds for a cake which
was to be divided on Twelfth Night
among the actors of Drury Lane The
atre. The first of these cakes was cut
118 years ago tonight.
anniversaries since then the most cel-
ebrated actors and actresses of the
English stage have asembled to cele
brate the cutting of the cake. In the
course of years the cake-cutting has
grown into an elaborate feast, which

of the London stage. The annual
banquet is held on Twelfth Night, aft
ar the plny.

local government is ying more
men in its civil service branches than
there is necessity for. The complaipt,
of course, is not justified, but even if
it is, it comes with very poor grace
from a journal supporting a politician
of Mr. Pugsley's record. If the Tele-
graph is in earnmest in its criticisms
it could get useful ldm on the sub-
ject of gov #ice by

ed on the centuries-okl custom in Eng:
land, and one which is still followed
in some parts of the country,—that of
cutting a “bean cake” on Twelfth
Night. This s a cake in which a bean
has been baked, the finder of which
{s made king of the night and the fol
lowing day.

Epiphany or Twelfth Day will be ob-
served tomorrow. This feast celebra-
tes the manifestation of Jesus by the

a careful perusal of its editorial and
news columns during the provincial
election campaign of 1908, Merely an-
“lother case of bought and paid for
opinions.

B
The New ¥ork Post comments on
the absolute failure of ‘the abolition!

-{of the duties on foodstuffs under the|
new tariff, to reduce the cost of living

of the star which conduct
ed the Magl or wise men to the place
where He was to be found. This feast
was instituted eleven centuries ago, in
914. It is often called the “manifesta-
tion of Christ to t.ho Gcnmu." as the
word Epiphany “manifesta-

’ The Greek chmll terms it theo
ce of L"” and it

in the United States. The situation is|
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His Dodge. % %
First Jeweller—Aren’t you - afrald A winter necessity for draymen, grocers, coal dealers,
to leave those diamonds in . front

window at night? -

scheme. Just before I go home ! put
in a little sign on them reading “Any-
thing in this window 10 cents.”

M-u—-wm'- tll! “trough of the
llltll ‘that is what

5 Both Iohnin..

Mra. Wombat: “Mah husban’ ain’t
arrested in twentyfive years.”
Coopley:

“Mine’s up fo' life,

lumbermen and all others who have heavy hauling.
The Horse Insurance that every driver of horses needs.
; We carry Nevenlip Calks, 5-16 and 5-8 inch. Nevenlip
Steel Shoes, regular weight, No. | to No. 4, also Extra Light

Second Jeweller—Not with my

To Make Men Jealous. :
He—As a sex you are full of pre-
tence. Now, why do women always
kiss each other?

She—Oh, that's only to make you
men jealous.

Getting Even.
A little boy had been punished by
his mother one day, and that night at
bedtime he prayed thus:
“Bless Papa, and Sister Lucy and
Brother Frank and Uncle Fred and
Aunt Mary, and make me a good boy.
Amen.”
Then looking up into his mother’s
face, he sald:

Neverslip Steel Shoes, No. | to 4for trotting horses, and Never-
slip Iron Shoes, No. 3 to No. 7; Neverslip Taps and Wrenches,

T.McAVITY & SONS, LIMITED

ST. JOHN, N. B.

A Cube
toa tu;

A delicious Beef-bever-

agereadywhen youwant.

it—without trouble. The wonderful

invention which stands for handi.
pesy—ease—quickness in the kitchen

Tlm of 4, 10, 50 and 1go Cubes.
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Canadian, American and English

“I suppose you noticed that you

weren't in it."

Host's Youngest.
“Don't your shoes feel very uncom-

fortable when you walk, Mrs.
Nuryche?”
Mrs. Nurcyhe: “Dear me, what an

extraordinary question! Why do you
ask, child?”

Youngster: “Oh, only cos pa sald
the other day since you'd come into
your money you'd got too big for your
boots.”

An Apology Due.
A country weekly says:
“We wish to apologize to Mrs. Or
land Overlook. In our paper last week
we had as a heading ‘Mrs. Overlook's
Big Feet.’ The word we ought to have
used is a French word pronounced the
same way but spelled fete. It means
a celebration and is considered a very
tony word.”

-
(The Best Ouality at a Reasonable Price

The more delicate the work

you expect of a piece of
machinery the more attention
you give the machine.

But of no machine do you
require the amount of delicate

in the world.

MEN'S .. .. ., .. $2.75, $3.50, $4.00

FRANCIS &

Pocket and Desk Diaries
For 1914
BARNES @€ CO., LTD.

84 Prince William Street

J.E }VlrlSON, LTD.
Cast Iron and Sheet Metal Work of
Every Description

Copper, Cast lron and Galvanized Iron Work
for Buildings & specialty.

MCSPHERSONS

GET THEHITCH.

The most satisfactory Skating Boot

See the Patented Ankle Support.

Justice to AR IZ:1h 30w Srot. oo .56
OTHER MAKES $§1,50, $1.75, $2.25,
Your Eyes o 0S4

Ask Your Grocer for

GUNN'S MINCE MEAT

GUNNS LIMITED, 674 Main Street

M 1670

SOLD BY

VAUGHAN,

19 King Street

work that you do of as your
eyes.

Are you giving your eyes the
attention they deserve?

If you are having the slightest
trouble have us examine them.

We make careful scientific
examinations and guarantee all
our work.

L. L Sharpe & Son,

Jewelers and Opticlans
Lm KING STREET, 8T. JOHN, N.B, J

BALATA BELTING
The Best for Laundries, Dye-Houses and
Exposed Situations

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED
64 Prince Willam St 'Phone Main 1121  SL b A R

When the Baby Comes

Clear Wall Shingles.

Another lot of extra nice
Shingles for Side Walls.

HEMLOCK BOARDS

150,000 feet of Merchant-
able Hemlock Boards.

Ask for Quotations.

CHRISTIE WOODWORKING C0, LTD.

248 City Road

there is always need of some

DOUGLAS FIR DOORS

new fumiture in the home.
but we can supply your

We have a full |me of.
cuclle-. cribs, high chairs and
every other kind of fumiture
wh:ch may be needed at any

XMAS OFFER |

SHORTHAND AND BOOK-
KEEPING.

$10.00 for Thlrty Dollar Course.
$15.00 for Fifty Dollar Course.
GOOD UNTIL XMAS.

Stati y free if p be
purchased now—Euter any time.

Currie Commercial InshtlzJ

. 87 UNION STREET.
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