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There has been a good deal of talk

France and of late of a prospect of war between
Germany and France. It 15 evideot
Germany. that  1elations between the two

countries have been strained in con-
nection with matters hinging upon the Morocco incident,
buf probably considerable more has been made of the sit
uation by certain press correspendents ard cerfain news-
papors

than the real lacts of the case would justify. Aoy

signihcant talk of a distutbance of the prace of Furope is

reflected immediately 1n the stock market, and 1t is not at
all unprobable that this and the desire of pewspapers to
furnish matter of exciting interest to their readers may ac-
count for a good mavy predu

tions of war which never

materalize. But there wou'd seem to be at least enough
of serious unport in the present situation to cause France
some uneasiness  [he desire and the determiration to be
revenged on Ger
during

8n dsasirou

not so strong 'n Frarca as it was

the vears v

tely followed the last war,

10 the | ountry, and while it caonot be

said tha' France has either forgotteu or forgiven the humil-

iation put upon her by Germany, her statesmen feel that
the time for ruccessful retaliation has not yet artived. In
France. as well as 1n rogland, the Garman Fmperor s

tegarded with spreion,  His movements are jealously

watched and h « des:gus carefully studied

one regatds ti e Kaiser as

Probably no
a man devoid of ambition or per-
sonal vanity. And
ful personality that Germany acd the world
shall kapw it. aid that be is a firebrand
1f he had been disposed 10 )ush rashly into war he would
have found or would have made occasion for doing so lorg
ere YHis.. Andatthe present time 1here would seem 1o be
no good reason for suppesing that war is in his heart->He
has not, however, liked France's sction in Morocco, ard

e s no weakling, he possesses a force
and be means

But 1t eannot be

France recognizes the fact that Germany's constant read-
10ess for war gives force to the
matter

E nperer’s protest in this
T'irre 1s another consideration that
makes fcr peace

probab'y
In view of the present amicable relations
between I'rance and Great Britawn and the pot too tricndly
fee'ing between Cireat Britain and Germsny, 1t is mose
than possible that France would not have to contend with
Germany smgle haoded. It 1s hardly to be supposed that
Britain would see France crushed by without
coming to her help. We have no 1dea that the Kaiser 1s

seeking an ue asion of war with France, but 1f that were

Germany

he would
couflictif he

s desire hesitate long before precepitatiog a
pprehended that war with France neant war

with her neighbor across the channel,

An editorial article 1n the Montreal

Keeping Witness  criticises  deservedly the
methods of some busivess men and
Accounts. bankers. There are tradesmen who,
like the marbet girl n the story,

please thews=lves by counting therr chickens before they
ate hatched and build largely oo expectations that are
never realized. In some instances too, banking is con-
ducted in much the same hap-hazard ‘way. The Witness
alludes to the case of the Binque du Peuple and that of the
Banque Ville I'he peculiar
bookkeeping indulged in by these banks was the cause of an

Marie as instances of this

amendment to the Bank Act, which gave more control over
its members to the Canadian Bankers' Asscciation. The
Association was given power to see that a bank's note
cireulation does not exceed its pavd up capital, and otber
powers which it was hoped would put an end to mislead-
ng statemeats and a waiting for-something-to-turn up
frame of mind oo the part of the mavagement of the char-
tered b 'nks of the Dominion.

“Such. howe er, has not been the case, as the defunct
Baok of Yarmon'h bas been the vicum «f such practices,
la the trial of the cashier of that bank, the curator test fied
that an iteai o $352 000, whic - was yown 1u the bank'sre-
turn for Novembe: as curient louns, 1eally represented over-
due bills. The curator also asserted that it was a custom
for banks to charge d:shcnored diaits that had been retvrn-
ed agaiust customers’ accounts and call these current loans.
as had been done by the Bank of Yaunouth ia the case of
the Redd'ngs' firn ~ Whereupon the judg= comn ented that
if this kind of banking is general 1n Lanada. *God help the
country.’ Such kind of banking, however, s not general,
and tosay so is ahibel that cannot to quickly be contra-
dicted. No good banker would desciibe wortuless paper as
current loans. A note.may be renewed from L me 10 time
and yet he perfectly good, the | arties acr: pting or endutsing
it Being substantial and rehable. Such renewals do repeag
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thems=lves in the current losns account, and that is the only
account »n which {o place them  Supposing, however, that
the parties to such a bill bécame he )y msolvent, or
seniously involved, the mena who would still continve
renewing their notrs at their value and describing them
iu their reports as custent loans and discounts would be in-
curring a very serious respomsibility. The banker
c-rries no dead wond, il he can help it, and very little
under anv circumstances. Pcriodicnfly. he goes over the
dircouunt husiness of the bank, and sizes up the partics to
whom the bank has lent mon(v He 1s able pretty accur-
ately by the apewpsathis disndsalito jedge b patore of
a man's business and his, d: and therefore to valve
approximately the paper ank is canying It is not
his dutvito he sanguine about this paper, He knows inev-
itably that there will be losses be knows that some accrun's
actually are losses, and it is bis duty to trest them as mrh

The statement that snch a bask sub o its shareh

and the public mav be relied ; smongst the cu'reot
loans there will be included no bad debts, while doubtful
losses will be estima‘ed and provided for. Such is the
practice followed by chastered hanks. ag a rule for theirown
safetv. as the opposite of banks snch as the Banque
du Peuple, Banque V' Ihﬁanh Bark of Yarmouth
imevitably leads #o ruin—tn the basket of eqws coming down

with a smash. The moral of the Baok of Yarmouth fwilure
18, that, the Rank Act eithier wants to be further amended.
$0 as to gi

powers of juspection spd comection of its members ; sither
that, rr the Associution bas fuiled to excercise the powers
it has, 50 as to preveat the iscue of m: reports We
pride ourselves upon the high character of our bank-ng
justly ; failures are banpily few and far hetween; but such
failuves as we have had psove h~w easy, after all, it i
wrong. ard that eteroal vigilance is the price of salety.”

Serious distprbances of & revolution-

Russia’s Internal ary character have occursed in differ~
ot povtn of Rumia of Jate The
Troubl most signifi of these have been

at Warsaw, the old Polish capital,
and at | odz, the other principsl city of Prland. The Ist-
ter is a manufacturing city of some 400,000 inhabitants
who are chiefly Germans apd Jews. The revolutionary
spirit is especially stromg in Lodz, and for several months
past there has existed between the populace and the mili.
tary police a smowidering feud, which finally, on Jure
23rd broke out into fierce fighting, recalling the days of
the commune in Paris Barrirades and wire entanglements
were corstructed by the insurrectionists. The Cossachs,
dragoons and infantry, fought all day im the streets with
the factory hands who were behind the barricades and
the houses. Repeated volleys from tbe troops caused gr at
slaughter in the dense mob, while from the windows _of the
houses the ricters repfied with revolvers and poured vsuml
down on the heads of the soldiers Two bombs were
thrown by the rioters into the barracks, which killed or
w-unded twenty soldiers. The fighting was resumed on
suoceeding days. The military appear to have succeeded
in subduing the rioters, but much disturbance continues
aod many thousands of people have left the city. There
have bee~ fighting and bluodshed in Warsaw alsn, but the
riot there was not of so serious a character as that at Lodz.
The number of killed and wounded at the latter place 1s
estimated at $3,000. What appears to be a much more
serious business than the riots at Lodz, Warsaw and other
places has occurred in the harbor of Odessa where, as a re-
sult of mutiny on the part of its crew, the ‘Koiaz Potem-
kine,’ Russia’s most powerful battleship in the Black Sea,
floats with the red flag of revolution at its masthead. Itis
reported that the mutiny on the ship was caused by the
shooting down of a man who, on behalf of his fellow sea-
man, presented a request for better food. The captain and
most of the officers were killed and thrown ioto the <ea, and
the ship is completely in the possession of the crew and a
few officers who have thrown in their lot with the mutineers.
The guos of the '‘Koiaz Potemkire’ command the city, and
in the strests masses of striking workmen, inflamed by the

spectable of open revolt on board an imperial warship are’

reported to be showing a bold front against the military.

# « o * Later reports from Odessa indicate that
at the command of the Imperial authorities a squad-
ron under Admiral Kruger came from Sebastopol to
deal with the insurgent warship, ‘Kniaz Potemkine,’
but returned again without baving used any violence
toward the rebel ship. .and without persuading: her to
rejoin the squadron. Ou the’ contrary, another ves:
sel of the squa the 'Gedrg‘l Pobiedonostz,” re-
mained at Odess’ and apparently madé common cause
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with the ‘Kniaz Potemkine.’
‘Georgi Pobiedonosetz’ are

But the crew of_ the
reported to have repent-
ed of their mutiny and asked the Emperor's forgive-
ness.  The other rebel ship has left Odessa and is re-
ported to be anchored off the port of Kustenji, Bou-
mania. There has been much bloodshed and great
loss of property from fire and other causes in Odessa,

but at latest reports the situation was astuming a

quieter agpect.

Of Nr. James W, Lowther who wee

Mr. Spealer recently made Speaker of the Buitish
House of Commons, it is sai: Me

Lewther. simplv revels in Parlismentary pro-.
' cedure. [Its intricaciesave fo biss 8s

interesting as any chess problem, and it is becauss he
knows the rules of the game better tham amy man in._ the
House, has extraordinary patience combimed with- fismuees,
and does pot even allow a Cabinet Minister to wandet h
the straight path, that he has been proclaimed wotthy of
the confidence of the lower House of England’s Legislature.
He is a tall, well-built, clear-complexioned, brown-haired,
fair-bearded Anglo-Saxon, wennng his beard close c-epped,
and he is partiularly English in the quiet, unafiected,
sensible tone in which he approaches every question, alte-
gether free from violent gestures or heated invective. He
is & very methodical man; and is knowp mﬁpluy.
which will some day furnish interesting reading, 4s be hes
woan much of English and continental life, especially the
Tatter, when his father was Charge d'Affaires at St. Peters-
brrg dnd af Berlin,

—According to a statement recently issued by the Ter-
ritoris! Government-the acresge of wheat, oats and harley
this year in the Northweet shows & substaatial incresse
over that of last vear. The estimated screage uoder spring
wheat it 1,108,172, an increase of 150,979 acves over 1gog.
The acreage under osts is 504 981, en ircrease of 7949
acres. There are under barley g3, 555 acres, an increnss .of
7 401 acres. There is also an estimated acreage of 14832
under fall wheat against 7,296 acres in 1904.

—A new slug 1s reported to be doing some damage in
Onterio. This new pest of the form 1s said to ateack vers
ciously elmost - every voung green root. The slug varies
in length from one eighth of an iach to one and a ke
inches, and appears to eat its way into the stock of coud,
(which is principally affected) through a bole oné and a
half inches from the ground, after which it rats the entiré
pith out. Inqniries lead to the conclusion that destruction
caused by the slug is widespread, though sprasently the
cause is not noticed by farmers so far. Even the Canada
thistle is not exempt, and samples of this weed showed only
the shell left, the entire inside being eaten out The grad
is tobacoo brown in color with white stripes, and a braad,
dark band around the centre of the body. Several samples
have been sent to the Ontaiio Agricultural College, Guelpl,
and the report is awaited by interested agriculturisty.

~—The Toronto Globe shows commendable zeal-in it of.
forts to assist judge Anglin to discover some means where-
by the provisions of the Alien Labor law touching the de-
portation of aliens may be enforced without the exercise of
some ‘“‘extra territorial constraint” which the learned jud.g
holds is beyond the power of the Dominion Government.
The Globe at first suggested a deportation machipe in the
form of a tube terminating precisely on the boundary Fne,
the person to be deported being placed in the tu™e and then
by means of a plunger fitting ioto the tube, gently propelied
to its extremity. We do not know whether or mot The
Globe on mature consideration has concluded that the depor-
ation machine would mot work satisfactorily, but st sH
even's it now proroses ancther scheme as follows : “lat
those American gentlemen who prefer being aliens i St.
Thomas to anything the United States has to offer be taken
down to Port Stauley and set adrift on Lake Frie in opes
boa's whete a strong north wind is blowing. They would
soon be carnied acioss the bouadary line by a, force that
claims the right of extra tesritorial t\pevll.bn Neot v.v.
Judge Anglie would advise jssuing an
the north wind,”




