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The Polycﬁ,mmc Bible.

Far several years past a number of eminent BibH
« pal sehalars in Bivope and Amerien have heen
engaged in preparing # revised Hebrew text of the
Old Testamenyt, areanged in-eolors so as to represent
the thenries of modern eritical seholarship respedt-
ing the composite chara@ler of the several books,
It is, however, a fadt of more popilar interest that
the enterprise in which these scholars are engaged
embraces an Fnglish translation of these Seriptures,
which Is now heing issued in parts, the Books of
Judges, Pealms and Isaiah having already appeared,
The originator of this enterprise and the super-
visor of the work is Dr, Paul Haupt, of Johns Hop-
kins University, who is assisted by Dr, H, H, Fur-
ness, of Philadelghia, Among the Biblieal seholars
who are associated with them in the work are Drs,
Driver sl Cheyne,of Oxford, George Adam Bmith,of
Glasgow, C, H, Cornill,of Konigsherg, J. Wellhaus-
en, of Gittingen, George ¥, Moore, of Andaver, W,
*H, Ward, of the N, ¥, ' Independent,”’ C, H, Toy,
of Horvard University, ¥. 1, Curtis, of Yaleand W,
R. Harper, of Chicago University, besides many
other men of distinétion in the world of scholarship,
The translation, it should be said, is not a revision
of the authorized or other extant translations, but &
new translation of the Hebrew text into modern
English, the aim being not so much to give a literal
rendering as to convey the full meaning of the
‘original and to preserve its form and character as
prose or poetical composition, A system of critical
marks are printed in conneétion with thi text to in-
dicate to the reader the reasons for omissions and
other departures from the ordinary text. One pecu.
liarity of the translation is that the name for God,
which in our authorized version and the Canterbury
revision is generally transiated TR Lorp and
sometimes Jehavah, is left untranslated, the name
being indicated by the letters JHVH, the English
equivalents of the Hebrew consonants in the word,
A remarkable feature of the work is that which
gives it its name—The Polychrome Bible. The
word polychrome means many-colored and the
peculiarity of the book in this respeét is very strik-
ing to the eye. The colors ,of the spe@trum have
been pretty well exhausted by the translators and
editors in the endeavor to represent to the reader at
a glance the results, or rather the theories, of the
higher eriticism as applied to the Old Testament
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Seriptures, It is found necessary to distinguish
seven or eight different writers in the Book of
Judges, and nearly as miany in the Book of Isaiah

The varic
authorship

us supposed sources of this composite
are indicated by the different colors of

the Background upon which the text is printed. To
4ake the Dook of Judges as an .illustration,—~the
higher critics are accustomed to indieate six of the
writers whose we nk they suppose they distinguish
by the symbols J, B, K2, JE; RJE, and . In the
Polychrome thr lhcm sources are indicated as fol-

lows : ] by a white ground, E by dark blue, Bz by
light blue, JE by dark purple, RJE by light
purple and D by green, Then, as there are supposed
to be still two' (post-exilic) redadtors or edi , the

Testament, for the publishers in thelr prospedius
have put forth the modest elaim that the Polychrome
Bible ' will have the unique distindtion of repre:

senting the united Biblical sehiolarship - of the

world, "' 1t I8 to be sald that in its present form at

any rate the work is not likely to elreulate widely,

sinee its price will prevent ite obtalning many pur-

chinsers, Bcholarly men will doubtiess find it inter:

enting and more or less instrudtive to compare the

transiations given in the Polyclirome with the well.

kenown versions and with the original Seriptures,

The polychrome feature of the work will alse be s

matter of eurious interest, since it sets before the
reader in a very definite and striking way the re

markable elaims of the higher eritiolom, 1t does
not appear o ws, however, that the thoughtful

vender is likely to be more disposed (o accept the

theories of the erities after having been mude to

percelve so elearly what they invelve, We linve no
disposition to deny & eertain Jegitimate Aeld to
eritieism founded upon internal evidence 11 dintin

guished scholars tell us that they find in cartaln Berlp

tures evidence of eomposite authorship, we leel that
thelr opinfons shonld command our respedt, though
the Beripture may have heen helieved on traditions!
nuthority to liave come from & single hand,  finf
when these seholars assare us that they are able,
not owly to discern evidenee of a componite suther.
ship, but to distinguish clearly many different
writers, mapping out the portions contributed by
each in red and green and hive and purple, we
begin to have a suspicion that much learning has
made these wise men mad, Ridieule has been
heaped wpon simple-minded people whe have be-

lieved thiat the translators of the Beptusgint, and of
owr authorized English version were inspired as well
a8 the original writers, but surely if any men ever
required inspiration for their task, it is the transla-

tors and editors of the Polychrome Bible, Most
readers, we fancy, will find it somewhat easler to
helieve that Ged could inspire one man to write the
whole Book of Tsalah than to believe that a modern
eritie, by natural sagacity and lesrning, merely,
can discover in Isaiah a half dozen or more
writers and 5o map out the book that the reader
shall be able at a glance to distinguish the contriby-
tions of each one from the rest, Those who can
sccept this new Bible for all that it claims to be,
will bardly be troubled with the story of the sun
standing still, or of Jonah and the whele, or any
other recorded wonder of the olden time which has
been wont to tax the credulity of men, for this
polychrome miracle of the eritics will stand forth in
such stupendous proportions that the acceptance of
all others will seem casy,
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Indomitable Faith,

In the passage which has been seleftedl as the
Bible lesson in the International series for next
Sunday, there are exceptional features which arrest
attention, Jesus is found in the Pheenician country
in the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, and it is the only
time during his ministry that we hear of his passing
beyond the bounds of Palestine, His mission was
first to the chosen péople and through them to the
world, He was not indeed Son of David only. He
was Bon of Man and his mission was world wide in
its purpose. He taught that God loved the world,
and that the outgoing of the Father's love in the
gift of his Well-beloved meant the world's salvation,
To suppose that the thoughts of Jesus did not extend
beyond the people of Israel and that his compassion
did not go out to men as men, would be to do vio-
lence to our conception of him as Son of Man and
Son of God. His pitying love responded to the ery
of every soul in distress, He was come to be the
worjd's Light and the world's Saviour, his mission
was to all mankind, But Jesus recognized that his
mission to the wotld was to be accomplished by con-
fining his personal ministry within comparatively
narrow limits, It was to the lost sheep of the house
of lsrael that he had been sent, Therefore he did
not go with his Gospel of Kingdam to the Gentile
countries which lay adjacent to Palestine, His

in Pheenicia at this time was due probably

, eontributions of one of these are indicated by a
yellow ground and those of othet by italics.

It i & very natural question to ask what will be
the value of this remarkable attempt to plm in the
hands of Boglish readery generally what is claimed
to be the enults of the most advanced nodern

m his desire to avoid enemies whose purpose to
destroy him had become clearly manifest, and also
perhaps to obtain rest and to renew his strength.in
view of the tremendous physical and spiritual strain
uhm: e was to endure before the final hour should
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the ory of distress, is doubtless to be explained
partly at fesst on the same grounds, Tt was not
that Jesus did not eare for the woman and her
trouble, But there were thousands of others u!f
wround no dowbt who needed halp ae well an she
To perform one miraele wonld be to make seelusion
and rest impomsible, and to enter upon work with
these Phanieian people would absorh thime and
strength which were needed for the mission thet ).
must sccomplish in Osliles and in Judes. Bui
further, It I to be considersd that these henthe.
people were (neapabile for the mont of that intellige
fuith which many of the Jews were alle (6 snereie
in Josus un the Messini, Bowe of the Phonieisn.
might have falth enough 1o e honled of (hair Py
eal e, bt 1 was 1o min's spiritual seede the
Josus enpecially sddressed” bimaelf  The felds
Iorned were white to the Barvest. Thalte Be we
Iabor and (here also he must Se and glve s Hie
ransom for the world

There is & pradtion] lesson In thix ensingle of o
Lord whigh we ought sol b mise,  Thers are son
uneullont people who do less than they might do 1
underiaking (o do too mueh,  The fadl thet a sertsl:
Hue of work is religlous or philapthrople in purp..
and promises eneelient results, may not be o suf
ent renson why one shall undértake it Cortainly
iin ot §F one hes 1o negledt & more Importa
work and o pressing duty for thet parpose, Whe
i woman negledts her family for the sake of doing
service in philanthrople enterprises, or when a min
ister negledts his study of divine truth and the
spiritunl tnterests of his congregation for the sake
of putting his strength into enterprise which, thoug)
perhaps good in themuelves, form ne necessary pist
of s minister’s work, the widening of the field of
effort, it 16 pretty eertain, will not be attended by »
corresponding inerense in the valne of results,

The woman of the lesson affords a striking illus
tration of the truth of that saying of Jesus, ' Blessed
are the poor in spirit."- Bhe did not resent-the sp
parent lack of sympathy and kindness in the Lord's
long delayed answer to her petition, she had nothing
to say against the ehildren—and she did mot know
perhaps that many of them were ready to wound 1he
gracious hand that was outstretched to help and to
save them ; she was ready to accept the Lord's par
able in its application to herselfl and take her place
among the house-dogs,—only let her have 8 house-
dog's portion, For ''the dogs eat of the erumbs
that fall from their masters’ tables,”’ and (so her
argument implies) if a man’s love for his children
does not forbid him having some thought for his
dog, surély the God of lsrael will not be wholly
deaf to the prayer of a Phaenician woman in her dis-
tress, Here was reasoning which Jesus could not
ignore, a faith which he could not disappoint, Was
it not in line with his own teaching about Cod's
love for the world, the care of the Pather in heaven
for his children, the leskons from the birds and the
flowers, which he had impressed upon his.disciples’

There could be only one answer to such bumility

and faith as this. So the prayer of the woman is
answered, and the Lord returns to Israel, to feed
* the children’’ and to die at their hands,

s A
* Editorial Notes.

w=A letter just received from Mrs. Aschibald, of

Chicacole, India, dated  Feb. 21st, among ofher
things, says : * We havé bad a most remarkablc

cool season, which has done us all good and the

temperature is now wonderful. A native just now
told me that it was owing to some worship of Siva
that had been going on in the town,that it was only
to last two days and that the heat would begin in
earnest tomorrow, We are all very well ; Mr. Archi
bald is at Tekkali giving over to Mr, Higgine tem
porary charge of that field; and it is expedted that
the Cullisons will take it later on.  Miss Clark has
been transferred to this place and is now in Kimidi
getting her goods. Miss Archibald is busy with the
language and is picking up and using words very
rapidly.”

~=After years of suffering which at times was «¢1)
severe, our highly ésteemed brother, Rev. Hdv ard
Hickson, entered into rest on Priday last, 1n hie
case death was & long prayed for and doubtioss
happy release. Since Mr Hickson retired from (he
active duties of the ninistry, some fiftéen years 10
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