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OTTAWA LETTERS.

Mr. Mulock Chops Off a Head
in Nova Scotia.

b

. Commissioner’s Bill of $20 for Read-
ing Mulock's Letter of Instructions.

e

The Flood of Western Oratory4Not a French
Speech on the Budget.

Ottawa, April 27.—Three days’ study
of the taniff reveals the fact that
while it is in general principles what
Mr. Fielding declares it ‘to e, mainly
the late tariff, in its particular fea-
tures it strikes a serious blow at
some branches of Canadian industry.
Particularly is this the case if the
clausés giving preference to England

also give preference to Germany, Bel-'

gium and other European countries.

The year 1898 is mot far ahead, for.

eight months is not long in the indus-
trial history of a country. And rer-
tain manufacturers are beginning to
see that they are mow upon the eve
of a rather sweeping reduction in
their protection. Mhe reduction is
perhaps more particular than general,
and the fact that the finance minis-
ter seems to have selectsd certam in-
dustries as a special point of attack
has caused a good deal of exaspera-
tion.

Moreover; there is a feeling of un-
certainty. It was thought that when
the mew tariff came in the confusion
and anxiety would be at an end. But
now mnobody is quite sure whether a
80 per cent. duty against German
goods is a 30 per cent. or a 26 per
cent. duty. Nor indeed is anyone
quite certain that the duty in favor
of England will stand. The whole
situation in many leading industries
is ‘“clouded with a.gdoubt.” One thing
that has come to light in the course
of the last two days’ discussion is
that the ministers hayve not carefully
considered their position. They have
given two or:three different veérsions
of the preferential clause. They have
asked people to sing ‘“God save the
Queen” because England is preferred
to other countries. They have called
the house to witness that they vio-
lated mo treaty and that England is
not preferred to other countries, Dif-
ferent versions are given of the
meaning of the clause, but they all
seem to be agreed that it means scme-
_thing different from what it . cays.

One other thing has come to light,
which is, that a great many people,
who at first thought the tariff was
not a bad measure, are now quite
seriously alarmed about it. The finance
minister’s mail is very large. He is
receiving numerous visits—when he
. can’t escape them. Moday.two large
delegations are here insisting upon an

The govermment will have to aban-
don some of its proposed changes.
'Already intimation has '‘been given
that the custom of the Medes and
Persians is not to be observed. When
the work of reconstruction starts one
‘can hardly say where it will end. But
‘mo one who feels himself injured and
thinks that the government has acted
without sufficient thought or know-
"Jedge meed be . If he is

wise he will put in an appearnce at

"the earliest posisble moment and re-
lax no effort to have justice done. He
may rest assured that other peopie
will e here, and t tney wiil, some
of them at least, get consideration.
The chamges they obtain may make
things still worse for him. This is a
case in which vigilance is the price
of deliverance. The manufacturers in
the upper provinces are alert and

‘active. Those of the lower provinces
may be a little later getting to work,
but it is not to be supposed that they
will fail to appeal for the considera-

“tlon extended to others. Most of them

_must have friends either in the gov-
ernment or among the government
supporters. Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick have a number of repre-
sentatives who mno doubt will be will-
ing to intercede on behalf of the op-
pressed industries in their constitu-
encies. Mhis is no time for éxcessive
modesty. !

The feeling of alarnm that was felt
" ip some ‘degree in the cities of Mon-
. tréal and Toronto was deepened by
. Sir Richard Cartwright's speech of
_yesterday. Sir Richard was evident-

. Iy annoyed at the charge that he and

_’his friends had app

A ﬂmﬂ ’m.

blow at- protection and would event-
wually destroy it. He mentioned par-
. ticularly the blow that had Dbeen
struck at the nail making industry,
and referred in the same way to wool-
lens. There was a good deal of gloat-
"ing in his reference to .the pampered
manufacturer who had received this
medicine, and whether he squalled or
not would be obliged to swallow the
dose. 'There is a feeling that, however
it may be with other aninisters, Sir
Richard usually means what he says.

Sir Richard Cartwright and 8ir
Charles Tupper gave the house scme-
thing of a field day on the tariff dis-
cussion yesterday. Sir Richard took
the whole afternoon and Sir Charles
the whole evening. It was a battle of
“glants, recalling the old days from
1874 to 1879, when S8ir Richard Carx-
wright was finance minister and Sir
‘Charles the financial critic in the third
parliament; and later, the period

“pudgets of Sir Leonard Sir
Richard Cartwright is mot so bitter
as he once ‘was, and yesterday he did
"mot appear to be quite so sure of his
position. The greatest vindictiveness
shown appeared to Be directed to
those industries which he seéems to
think he has knocked on the head,
but his animosity was probably called
“out by way of vindication of his own
eonihteney.“ He did mot show that

‘reply to Sir Richard’s reg;w of ihe

/brinig many.

in doubt.

ises and protésts of the last few
years. The farthest he went was to
say that it was in line with what he
would have done years ago, when he
was finance minister, if he could have
had his way.

The discussion of the episode of 1876
was rather interesting. Sir Richard
has never before admitted that he
was obliged in that year to withdraw
a tariff scheme with some protection
in it. The visit of Mr. Jones of the
Nova Scotia delegation which broke
in upon him after he nad defivered
the first nalf of his tariff speech and
compelled him to change his policy
and end his speech in an unlooked for
fashion, has often been’charged but
never before admitted. Sir Richard
laconically says that he was rcom-
pelled to change his scheme by ‘cer-
tain political exigencies.” He says
now that he is sorry he did it. Whe-
ther Mr. Jones, who was the political
exigency, is sorry, remains to be
seen.

Sir Richard is not sure about his
preferential clauses. He hopes they
will stand. He hopes the treaty with
Germany will"'not be a barrier. The
government intends to argue the
point out with the home government
when the question is raised. If the
Laurier govermment is found to be
wrong, then an attempt will be made
to set aside the treaties. Meanwhile
it is proposed if the treaty is in the
way to disregard it. He has an abid-
ing faith in the tradition that a coach
and four may be driven through sny
daw. Sir Richard was plucked when
he went up for his law examinations
as a young man and may not be a
good authority, but he has mounied
the box and taken the whip and
started on the drive. S. D. 8.

yet an old story, nor will it be until
the bill is through the committee. ' It
is a very live question ait present, not

house, but because it is affecting the
business of many thousands of peo-

legation is pressing to the capital to
make . p-otests. Two  delegations

five yesterday, and many more 'are
due itoday. Yesterday the minister
opened his doors and had his first con-

manufacturers with their grievance
to maké themselves heard. Word has

have been closed. The barbed wire
establishments will go out of business
unless a change is made in their favor,
and it is said that after this year, un-
less the duty is restored, not a pound
of binder twine will be made in Can-
ada except in ‘the prisons. The grim
suggestion is made that it will still be
untrue to charge that Canadians can-
not find employment at home in mak-
ing tinder twine. In worder to get
work it will only be necessary to steal
and be sent to the penitentiary. )

In the house, Controiler Paterson re-
sumed the tariff debate. ' He is the

| third member of the government who

on’ the 26t, and like

| those who went before, has Nttle in

explanation of the mew tariff. What
he lacked in definiteness he made up
‘in volume of voice. He shouted for
an hour so vigorously that Mr. Davin,
who followad him, was led to remark

drum head with his soup. If Mr.
Paterson I8 no more clear in his
thinking than he is in his explana-
tions, it is easy to understand why
he was made a controller instead of a
minister. He has not been able to
explain how far the preferential
treaty will apply to other countries
than England. He does not appear
to know, or at least will not say upon
what basis other countries will come
in. The resolutions say that if thelr
tariff is on the whole lower than ours,
they are entitled to the advantages
of the lower rate.. Whether ‘“on the
whole” means that their tariff aver-
ages lower on the classes that Can-
ada takes from those countries, or
averages lower on all the goods that
Canada takes when it is considered
that we take more of some things
than of others, or whether it means
that more items are low than high, or
that the whole question depends on
the taste and fancy of the minister,
he could mot explain. - Mr. McNeill

got no information.

There is a dispute among all
whe have tried to ascertain what
countries have duties on Canadian
goods lower that the Canadian duties
on their goods. The difficulty is to
‘ascertain what shall be the basis of
comparison, and that depends on the
meaning of the three words ‘“on the
whole.” The government either does
not know what the words mean, or
-will not say, and the subject remains

Mr. Paterson, by way of contend-
ing that the government has not em-
graced protection, insists that the
particular tariff applied to England
must be the basis of comparison with
the old one. But as Mr. Craig point-
ed out, it is still used by the govern-
ment as an argument to the protec-
tionist manufacturers that they are
still enjoying a considerable advant-
age. In discussing the matter with
them the ministers keep attention
fixed on the higher schedule. As Mr.
Craig said, they keep one man look-
ing at ome- tariff and another man
looking at the other, and try to show
that each tariff is the main ome. It
would all be charming if a man were
incapable of seeing both tariffs  at

- once.

Mr. Paterson’s reply to Sir Charles
Tupper was exceedingly weak in all
but the ‘ung power displayed.  Sir

Chanries contended that the Gearman
“treaty stood in the way of the pref-
“erénce to England. Mr. Paterson un-

‘when Sir Charles was' the first t0 gdertook to quote Sir Charles against

himself and was able to show that
8ir Charles, speaking in England, had
‘showed that England might easily get
clear of the German treaty. But this
was exactly what Sir Charles had
'sald in the house the night before.
The German treaty might have been
‘got out of the way in order that a
preferential system within the em-
pire ¢ould be iIntroduced. But the
treaty was not got out of the way. It
is there yet, and what Sir Charles

the tariff was in line with the prom- .

Ottawa, Apr#l 28.—The tariff is not

80 much because it is debated in the |
ple, and because delegation after de- |

amrived day before yesterday, four or |

sultation., Yesterday also he invited ;

reached here that several factories

that some one must have mixed a'

pressed 'him somewhat closely, but |

P

rogate the treaty and the next is to
.establish a system which will give a
preference. to England over all coun-
tries and will also do what this tariff
does not, give this country a prefer-
ence to the English market.

The despatches gave a few of Mr.
Davin’s felicitous phrases, but not aill
of them. Mr. Davin narrowly missed
being a genius and he did not miss
being a phrase maker. He charged
Sir Richard Cartwright with stealing
not only his tariff policy but his im-
perial policy from the conservatives.
He had even stolen from the late Sir
John Thompson a reference to Mr.
Foster as a ‘lean and hungry Cas-
sius.” The ministers were dishonest
even in their Shakespearian quota-
tions. He himself qouted from Ham-
let to show how they had stolen the
national policy and ruined it, as the
monarch there had ‘“the precious dia-
dem stole and put it in his pocket,”
and how the government itself was
“g, -thing of shreds and patches.”
Again ‘'he pictured free trade per-
sonided as meeting Laurier in some
lower world and accosting him
“false, fleeting, perjured Lourier, who
stabbed me in the field of Tewks-
bury.” . The patrons, Mr. Davin de-
scribed as much deceived. They were
| ““sold but not paid for.”

Mention is made above of Mr.
the members for Durham, is a schol-
arly man,
usually to the point, and who holds
his opinion in an indepen@¥ent way.
Mr. Craig is of the opinion that the
lower of the two tariffs is the one
that is likely to inflict the most dan-
ger on the Canadian producers. But
he particularly objects to the present
scheme, because it destfoys all chance
of securing preferential trade for Can-
ada. That, he says, is the greatest
: objection to it.

|  He discussed in a rather lively way

the claim made by some of the sup-
! porters here and apparently endorsed
| in England, that this tariff strikes a

the ministers intend to hit back in
response to the Dingley bill. ' This
is the way they went about it. ‘The
first blow they struck was to admit
i corn free. That blow was not enough,
{ they must hit her again. So 'they
reduced the duty on. wheat. But on
i reflection they concluded to deliver
{ a third blow, and reduced the duty
on flour.
.‘decided that another stroke must be
! inflicted. So they reduced the duty on

American article free after this year.
Even then their revenge was not sat-
isfied, and the next blow was the ad-

with the promise of free admission
later.

ing stroke, one cent ‘was taken off

tional advantages offered to bring it
into - this . country. Mr. Craig was
afraid that the United States would
be hardly likely to survive this series
of attacks. ¥

The election of Ross Robertson.was

He declared himself emphatically a
supporter of Sir Charles Tupper on
this issue. The leader of thé opposi-
tion had been 10bbed of his clothes,
but retained his principles. “I pro-
| pose,” said Mr. Robertson, “‘to follow
the principles, clothes or no clothes.”
Some precious features of the national
policy had been spared, but there was
too much free trade in the bill. He
recognized it as an attack on the na-
tional policy, all the more dangerous
bécause it was not direct or henest.
The gradual style of attack was the
most deadly. The government knew
that the people were in favor of pro-
tection. They did not want to “dally
with a catastrophe.” They desired to
1ull public feeling, and he feared that
sooner or later they expected to arrive
at a revenue tariff. As a sincere

laid siege to a fort that he dared not
; assault. Protection was not destroy-
! ed, but he feared the enemy was
| within the breast works, and the gov-
ernment was seeking to make profit
for its party by exploiting the loyal
national impulses of the people. Pro-
tection was not safe in its present
surroundings. The opposition is the
mother of protection, and would have
nourished and preserved it. The. pre-
pent government is the wet nurse
which suckles it in order to make a
Hving for itself and its party. In
closing, Mr. Robinson remarked that
since the government had borrowed
the protectionist clothes he ‘would
rather the minister should wear them

ance of a masquerade.

concerning the change of regulations
in the Royal Military College shows

secure more students. A degree in the
.college has hitherto had high  value,
but it cost a good deal of money and
the institution has been practically
out of the reach of the masses. Col

programme - reduces the cost of the
course to about one half what it was
and the length of time from four
years to three. It would seem to re-
duce the value of the course of mili-
tary instruction ®because the time
given to engineering and mathematics
is the same as before. Military in-
struction and free hand drawing are
among the subjects which are to some
extent sacrificed. On a hasty glance
it seems that the college is changed
from a place of military instruction
to an institution of scientific learning.
Col. Kitson, when seen the other day,
.spoke very modestly about it and
said that he hoped to make’ the school
more popular by this method. No
doubt it will be more popular for
students who desire to take an engi-
neering course and do mot care for
the military side of it. It is a quest-
tion tow far the government ought
to pay for the same class of work as
.is done in other colleges. s

Sir Richard Cartwright in ‘lt‘hevin-
tervals of tariff discussion is toiling
over the jubilee battalion. So far the
list of officers has not been completed.
Except  that Col.: Aylmer will com-

i'mand, it is mot known who will go °

Craig’s remarks. Mr., Craig, one of .

who speaks briefly and !
Imperial Federation league, has had

says h that ﬁ:elﬂrst thing is to ab- { with the force as officers. It is pre-

sumed that the one hundred infantry
and engineers will havé two captains,
that the fifty cavalry men will have
one and the fifty artillery men one.
But apparently it is not intended to
have many officers: for ornamental
purposes. The impression is that the
regiments which have been skipped in
making up the list of privates will
furnish a part of the list of officers.
A group of colonels and other officers
will accompany Mr. Laurier ag his
personal staff. 8o far the names of
Captain Bate and Col. Domville are
the only ones mentioned in that con-
nection. Meanwhile the 43rd of Ot-
tawa is disgruntled. It is not under-
stood why this crack regiment should
be left, but perhaps it will be made
clear when the list of officers is an-
nounced.

Mr. Laurier still insists that the
matter of the Grand Trunk and the
extension of the Intercolonial to Mon-
treal has not been entirely settled.
There are some details yet to be ar-
ranged and until these are complet-
ed he has no communication to
offer. S. D. 8.

Ottawa, April 29.—The new tariff
and the outburst of English opinicn
thereon, together with the sudden and
extremne conversion to imperialism of
the dominant party in Ottawa, gave
a new interest to the annual meeting
of the British Empire league yester-
day. Hitherto Col. Denison, as head
of the Empire league and of the old

to make his way as best he -could
with help from one party. This year
the league has become, in fact, what
it was in name and principles, a non-
partizan body. A liberal minister was
bresent, proposed a resolution, and
takes his place as one of the vice pre-

sidents of the league. It is true that
Mr. Dobell has always been a mem-
i ber of the organization, but that is
not imvportant, because hitherto Mr.
Dobell had been a conservative.

Among the prominent men seated

blow at the United States. Possibly |

After consultation it wa.s
binder twine, and agreed to admit the |
mission of barbed wire at a low rate, !

And then, as a last and crush- !

the duty on American oil and addi-

; might happen.
protectionist, he recognises an enemy, |
dangerous because long headed, who

as the livery of the policy than don
them as a costume for the perform-

that the new commander is anxious to

Kitson desires to change all this. His |

around the table at yesterday’s meet-
ing were the high commissioner, Sir
! Donald Smith ; Sir Charles

Tupper, McNeill, and the other
| officers. The old place of

meeting, the tower room of the house
! of commons, has been found too small
i to accommodate the membership,
;Which is growing with great rapid-
ity. Some 30 or 40 senators and mem-
bers of parliament were in attendance
at vesterday’s meeting, and these,
| with delegates from outside, pretty
!well filed the large railway commit-

tee room. 'Those from the maritime

provinces include Senators Wood and
Almon, and Messrs. McAllister, Mc-
Inerney, Ganong, Hale, Filint, Mills,
Borden. of Halifax, Kaulbach, Bell,
Sir Charles Hibbert Mupper, Hector
i McDougall, Gillies, MecDonald and
''Martin of P. E. 1 :

Col. Denison, moving the adeption
of the annual report, made a spirited
address. He was rather well pleased
with the steps taken by the govern-
ment in the tariff bill so far as they
favored Great Britain. But he main-

heralded as e Ereat liberal triumph. | Lonce With great vigor that Gmeat

But Mr. Robertson afforded the lib-'

grals very Httle comfort last. night. ' s preference to Canadian food oo

Britain ought in her own interests,
as well as those of Canada, to give

ducts in her own market. The result
would ‘be more to Britain’s advantage
and protection than it would be a
gain to‘ Canada, but it would be of
great value to both countries. He
spoke of 'his last wvisit to England,
when he had a discussion with Ar-
nold Foster on the question’ of food
supply and the possibilities of Eng-
land being starved in the &vent of a
war with the United States. At the
end of the talk each went off with
his: own opinion, Mr. Foster, quite
confident that a war with the United
States was an impossibility, and that

the food supply of England was safe.
It was not very long after that .the.
. Venezuelan question: arose, and ail

England awoke to the consciousness
that. a war with the United States
‘Arnold Foster had
changed his mind entirely and had
written to Col. Denison, telling him
so. He admitted now that a wap
might take place, and that the ques-
tion of food supply was a b

one. Recent events in the East have
deepened that conviction in England.
The United States, Russia and Tur-
key are the chief sources of British
food, and all thoughtful men: in Eng-
land feel that it is important that
the country should be provided with
the chance to get feod independently
of those countries. Yet today seven-
ninths of the total quantity of bread
imported for English use comes from
those three countries. The quantity
produced in England itself is compar-
atively small, and there are often
times when the country has not a
week’s supply ahead.

Col. Denison dwelt upon the possi-

| bilities of Canada as a source of food

despatch sent some days ago |
The despa ; :'50,000 farmers in the Northwest, with
1100 acres each, would grow all ‘the

for England. He 'pointed out that

grain necessary to feed the le o
Great Britain in addition to"l::'i?locag
supply. He dwelt upon the advant-
ages of the geographical position. The
road from Canada to England was
across the Atlantic, which Col. Den-
ison declares is practically a British
thoroughfare. This road, he says, is
the ‘only one between grain growing
countries and Emgland which ‘would
be .free from attack by hostile fleots,
The striking distance of a ship of
war has been reduced by modern me-
thods. A modern ship must be with-
in a limited distance of a coal supply.
Between Canada and England by the
northern  route there is no foreign
station within striking distance. The
French port of Cherburg  is the
nearest, and that is shut in by Brit-
ish naval stations. Halifax is: ours;
St. Johns, Newfoundland, is ours. The
Bermudas are ours. Every point to
the south and west of this route is
‘guarded. To the north we have the
protection of the frozen region. So
far as other nations are concerned
the North Atlantic is a British gea

Col. Denison was; as usual, out-
spoken in his declaration that Can-
ada was prepared to fight in the last
ditch for her own country and for
Britain. The icolonel ¢omes from a
line of soldiers and has himself served

lnasumaentmnnberoteampngmto:

show that he means what he says.
i

Hon. Mr. Dobell, speaking in sup-

| keague.

port of the resolution, traced the de-
velopment of the federation league
during the twenty years of its history.
He was Wwith the Canadian movement
at the beginning, and was able to de-

| seribe the progress of public opinion
during that period.

The question of preferential trade
was brought up on a resolution by
Sir Charles Tupper, who moved ‘‘that
this league, feeling the great advant-
age of Canada and the empire estab-
lishing a system of preferential trade
within the empire, would respectfully
urge upon the Canadian government
to take action upon the suggestion
made by the Right Hon. Joseph
Chamberlain at the congress of the
Chambers of Commerce in London last
June and arrange for a conference
with him to consider the best method
of carrying out what is evidently the
desire of and would tend to the ad-
vantage of the whole of the British
empire.”

In the discussion in the house a day
or two ago, Sir Charles pointed out
the position taken by Mr. Chamber-
lain and discussed pretty fully the
whole questjon. H¥ remarks have al-
ready appeared in your columns. In
the discussion yesterday Sir Charles
avoided anything of a controversial
character. Whatever might be the
~view of the tariff proposal before the
hpuse, both political parties were in
favor of preferential trade. Evidence
in favor of this last remark was fol-
lowed when Mr. Lount, a strong sup-
porter of the government, rose to sec-
ond the motion. Mr. Lount spoke
with great vigor and eloquence in fa-
vor of an imperial trade policy.

The question of fast steamship com-
munication was taken up on a motion
of Mr. McNeill, who in the course of
his remarks took occasion to commend
Sir Oliver Mowat as a'loyal and de-
voted defender of the imperial inter-
ests in Canada. Sir Charles Tupper
gave some reminiscences concerning
the first visit of the British associa-
tion. When he ,as high commissioner,
invited them to come here,’there was
a storm of protest. Members' said
that the new departure would ruin
the association. It would be impos-
sible to have a good meeting so far
from home. They had changed their
minds since ‘then and were coming
again this year, but he would be
much happier if we had a steamship
line of our own equal to those that
come to New York. Then the mem-
bers of the British association and of
that other great gathering, the Brit-
ish Medical association, would come
direct to our own ports in our own
steamships. Sir Donald Smith spoke
warmly to this resolution, and he re-
marked that he thought it worth
coming out from England to see such
a meeting.

Captain Wickham lives in Tor-
onto. He is a retired naval officer
and a member of the I'mperial Navy
‘When he appeared at the
meeting yesterday he came straight

from an interview with Mr. Laurler.

The navy league has a large mem-

AR Toro! 0, Itsp g e
'has the b e Nl e i iy
‘of nearly every city in Canada. The

policy is based upon the desire of the
British admiralty to provide a strong
naval reserve. In England they are
afraid they cannot get men to man
their fleets in case of an immediate
demand.. A large proportion of the
naval force is composed of foreigners.
Now it is certain that there is an ab-
undance of the best material in the
world for the British navy to be found
on the Canadian coasts. Thousands of
men, accustomed from their youth to.
the sca, could be called upon if their
gervices were necessary. They have
no men in England as good as these,
and there is no doubt that if the ad-
miralty would provide some means
for enrolling them a large reserve
force could be established. It seems
remarkable that in a maritime coun-
try like ours we should keep & snfmﬂ
gtanding army and a large militia
force and yet do nothing to provide
for a naval defence corps, though it is
admitted that the great British war
of the future will take place on . the
Sea. The naval league people say
that some sort of training for naval

service should be provided, but their

main contention is that Great Britain
should extend the principle of subsi-
dizing lines of merchant ships, and
that every subsidized ship should be
compelled tq make up her whole crew
from men enrolled in the navy reserve.

The tariff discussion still goes ‘on.

friends around him felt so deep an in-
terest. S. D, 8.

\

Ottawa, April 30.— Mrs. Isabella
McManus, late postmaster of North-
field, British Columbia, has sudden-
ly become a political issue. A few
days ago she appeared to be a for-
lorn and desolate woman, without a
husband, without a livelihood, and
almost without friends. In her own
province there were few who knew
her, and none to call her famous, Mrs.
McManus could hardly have dreamed
that the Canadian house of commopns
would spend the greater part of an
afteraoon discussing her character
and her history; that the premier of
Canada and several of his ministers,
the leaders of the opposition, and a
score of prominent members of par-
liament would have delivered ad-
dresses upon the incidents of her life.

A dozen years ago Mrs. McManus
dwelt with her husband, an old sol-
dier, in the western village of Qu--
Apelle. There they kept a house of
entertainment for travellers. Among
the guests of the house, Mr. Davin,
the poet politician of the prairies,
and Mr. Davis, the merchant poker-
player of the Northwest, were among
her guests, when they chanced to
visit that part of the country. Mr.
McManus had served his Queen in
foreign lands, amd fbore the marks of
many a battle. He was among . the
first to come to the help of the coun-
try against Riel and his insurgents
in 1885, 'When the territories were
settled up, the McManuses having a
liking for frontier life, moved to
British Columbia and found their way
to the mining district of which North-
fleld is the centre. Mrs. McManus
was appointed postmaster of the vil-
lage on the recommendation of Mr.
Haslam, a worthy New Brunswick
man, who then represented the dis-
trict at Ottawa. Mr. McManus had
a contract for carrying the mails to
that point.

The town had, as it appears, a tur-
bulent element, and occasionally there
was trouble about the post office as
well as  other points. The ‘woman
postmaster was no tender-feot, but
proved to be quite capable of taking
care of herself and the office. It ap-
peared on investigation that some
people wanted to get papers which
had postage charged against them
and that there were slight disputes’
which grew out of the confusion 'be:
tween two persons of the same mame
who got mails at the office.  Some
other matters were charged and led
up to an investigation by the post-
office inspector. In February of this
year Mrs. McManus found herself a
widow and was deprived of her office
about the same time. Her husband
met with an accident last autumn
from the effects of which he died
some: months later. In her trouble
she wrote to her old friend Mr. Davin,
Who brought the case up in the house.

I Mr. Mulock, the postmaster
general, had been a little less brutal
in his treatment of the case in the
house, members would have been
more ready to believe that he had
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‘shown himself to be entirely without
.capable of dealing honestly in the
house with a case like this. The of-
fice itself is not.an important one, as
‘the salary is less tham $200, but the
treatment of the case is very useful
for purposes of illustration.

Mr. Davin, some days ago, put the
Qquestion: ‘“Why was Mrs. Isabella R.
McManus deprived of her position as
Dostmistress of Nortkfield, B. C. ?”

To this the postmaster general re-
pled, ‘““The postmaster in question
was Jlismissed because of the over-
bearing conduct of the postmaster
and her husband tewards many per-
sons who were obliged to visit the
post office.”

In reply to another question Mr.
Mulock said that the husband was
still diving, and that the: inspector
had reported that they had both been
overbearing in their 'demeanor = to
many mpersons who had occasion to
visit the office.

B —

~ Mr. Davin did not allow the matter
to rest there. On Wednesday he
moved the adjournment of the house
and brought up the question again,
reading a letter from the widow and
assuring Mr. Mulock that Mr. Mc-
Manus, who died last February, had
mot come to life since. He insisted
that there had been no grounds at
all for the dismissal, except that a
man wanted the office. Mr. Mulock

Yesterday’s debate was not very live- L rising to defend himself, began with

1y, but it was somewhat instructive,
especially late in the evening. Mr.
Richardson, a good government sup-
porter from Manitoba, filed strong ob-
jections to the duties now proposed.
They were not what Manitoba was
led to expect. He thought from what
the ministers promised that the oil

duty would be abolished, or at least ;391"’“‘1%‘0

cut In half. Instead they had takeh
only one cent off, which was not very
much when oil cost 35 cents a gallon
and in. the west a bushel of wheat
would only buy a gallon of oil. He
thought also that lumber would  be
made free, and the duty was still un-
changed. With the high ad valorem
duty -on lumber and the price of the
cheapest boards about $20 per thou-
sand, the duty called for $4 per M.
additional price. He had thought that
the duty on agricultural implements
would be taken away and the reduc-
tion had been trifiing. He protested
against the free introduction of ma-
chinery for gold mines by a govern-
ment which taxed the machinery for
the greatest gold mine of all, the
prairies of the west. Mr. Richardson
has no sympathy with the iron in-
dustry. He says “we should wipe out
this illegitimate infant industry. In-
fanticide in that case is no crime. Let
these dozens of mis-shapen atrophied
pap-fed industrial monstrosities be
killed as fast as possible.” Of course
the proprietors of the industrial mon-
strosities put in a protest. Fraser,
the grit oil man, interrupted viclently
and frequently. Wood of Hamilton,
the grit iron man, grew angry and

. contradioted many a time and oft, but

Mr. Richardson pursued his way,
agreeing to support the governmenit,
rot because he liked the tariff, but
because there were some reductions,
and he had faith to believe that the
government would yet go farther and
butcher the industries in which his

a flippant reference to Mr.

Davin,
and “this widow of his.”

Then. he

| read his alleged . justification from

the inspector’s report. To show what
kind of a man Mr. Mulock is, the fol-
lowing - paragraph from the report is
quoted: ‘“There hardly seems to be
 sufficient grounds in th  evidence of
upport the charges
~of mismanagement of the office. That
there has 1 1 considerable ill-feeling
‘between those of the petitioners who
gave evidence and the postmaster, is
on the other hand apparent, and I
would state that some enquiries I
ha.ve made among the people of the
place generally there is a feeling that
the postmaster and her assistant,
'Mr. McManus, her husband, are sore-
| What overbearing in their conduct to-
| 'ward many visiting the office, and
several instances were brought to my
motice, trivial in themselves, where a
more judicious treatment might have
avoided more or less unpleasan.-
ness. This gave rise. to a feeling
amongst many of the residents of
Northfield that a change is desirable.
On 'the other hand, the duties of the
office are satisfactorily carried out
and more attention S given to de-
tail than is generally found in a
country office. I beg, therefore, to
submit the result of my investigation
to your consideration.”

This closing paragraph of the re-
port follows & review of the evidence
in which the " inspector considered
each of the charges and found them
- all disproved.

Now, it will hardly be believed that
Mr. Mulock, who as the head of the de-
partment, was the only member of
the house in possession of the docu-
ments, read this paragraph omitting
entirely the first sentence quoted
above and leaving out the two last
ones. That is to say, he garbled the
report by taking out of the middle

‘kindly instincts, and also to be in-
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