
Red Riding Hood.note that opposition to the claim» of 
other provinces asking for more favor
able term» has been withdrawn. A short 
time ago we were told that if others 
were given larger subsidies the relative 
positions would remain the same as now, 
and that we could only accomplish our 
purposes by opposing increased grants to 
Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, etc. The 
advocates of the cause of the McBride 
government axe evidently as imbecile as 
its course in regard to assessment and 
taxation indicates it to he.

*g* *
During the contract trials of the npw 

British battleship Dominion, the latest 
acquisition to the King Edward VII. 
class, a speed of 19% knots was attained. 
This IS the highest speed that has ever 
been realized by a vessel designed by the 
Admiralty when running over a measur
ed course. For this trial the engine 
room was closed down, all bulkhead 
doors were closed, the staff in charge was 
limited to ordinary battleship comple
ment, and every condition was exactly 
the same as if the ship were actually in 
action.

CHARACTERS.
Prologue. (Can be taken hy boy or girl.) 

Dame Trot.
■Red Riding-Hood (her daughter.)

The Wolf.
Two Woodcutters.

Scene.—Anywhere In the country.
ACT L 

■Prologue.
“Red RldlngnHood!" I hear my listeners 

say,
“It's somewhat stale as subject for a play.’* 
But give us Just a hearing do, and wait: 
“Red Riding-Hood" Is this time up to date. 
Once more you'll thrill to hear the oft-told 

tale.
And to applaud our actors will not fall; 
They'll do their best your suffrages to win, 
So ring the Curtain up, and let’s begin!

Scene.—Kitchen. Enter Dame Trot and 
■Red Hiding-Hood.

Dame Trot.—Now, come my child, It’s time 
you went to school,

The Inspector’s'Vexed If once we break 
the rule;

You know we can’t afford to pay the 
fine.

Red Riding-Hood.—Oh, have no fear of that, 
dear mother mine,

I’ll learn my natural history lesson, too. 
(As'de.) I’d like to see the beasts with

in the Zoo!
Dame Trot.—Just leave these at your 

granny's humble cot,
New rolls, quite Indigestible, but hot, 
And careful be that you upon the way 
Don’t loiter, or to talk to etrangers stay. 

(She packs rolls In a basket, gives It to Red 
Bldlng-Hood, Who kisses her mother 

and goes out.)
Curtain.
Aty il -,

Scene.—A 'Wood. On one side a board 
with the words, “Trespassers will be prose
cuted. Children and Wolves not allowed.”

Enter Red, Rldlng-Hpod reading al.ond 
from a school book:
Ried, Itidl^Hood“Well,

wolves: their Instinct» wild:
Are Jtnow-n of course to every studious 

■ child”—
(Breaks off suddenly and looks fearfully 

round her) -,
I thought I heard a growling In the 

glade?
Wolf enters from R. of Stage, comes up 

to her, and puts out a paw.
Wolf.—“Where are you going to, my pretty 

maid?"
(Aside) Is that line right? I’m quoting 

from the song—
Oh, dear! I hope I haven’t got it wrong— 

Red Riding-Hood.—®ut singing’s not 1» 
your line, (looking at book) surely 
howl#—

My natural history book suggest»—or 
growls."

Besides, your proper place Is In the 
Zoo—

You look so grim andi "nlbbllsh"—go 
back, do! '

Wolf.—Remember, child, now higher educa
tion

Is ours, I cease to ply nty old Vocation. 
Red Rldlng-Hood.—Oh, dearl Oh, dear!

I’m trembling with sheer fright----
Wolf.—You silly goose, my bark’s 

than my bite,
You. needn’t think my tastes are really 

gory,
Though I admit our najr.er Is bad In 

story.
Besides, yonr natural history at first 

hand
You study may, while I beside you 

stand.
(Red Rldlng-Hood screams. Enter Two 

Woodcutters; they hare “London. County 
Council" marked in large letters on their 
coats.)

Woodcutters.—Whati hoi A trespasser! 
We’H prosecute!

Here Is a good excuse for a law-suit. 
(To Wolf.) Do Ok at that board put by 

the “D. C. C.”
“Wolves will be prosecuted"; don’t yon 

see? ,
And you, Red dUdlng-Hood, you’d beet 

be gone,
Or you Into the county coart we’ll

(They brandish their axes.) 
Wolf.—Make your minds easy quite, I beg 

you, Sire,
I stand. In ewe of County Councillors: 
Ta-ta, Red Rldlng-Hood. (Aside) They 

daren’t touch me.
For •'Cruelty to animals" 'twonld be. 

Red Rldlng-Hood.—And I the County Coun
cil must Obey,

So now no more I'll loiter on 
Curtain.

« * *

None of the Russian fleets is now on
its way to the Pacific. The question 
arises, how wiil Kouxopatkin reach Tokio 
to dictate terms of peace after he has 
forced his way to the seaboard? It will 
be a big job to raise any of the ships
sunk at Port Arthur.

» « e
Russia is moving in her usual way her 

tricks to perform. By creating compli
cations she hopes to escape the humilia
tion of begging terms of peace from Ja
pan.

t
NOT FOUND YET.

k ----------- - : “
Nanalnio Council Offers Reward for Re

covery of Children’s Bodies. •

According to the Nanaimo Herald, the 
council of thé Coal City has offered a re
ward of $260 for the recovery of the bodies 
of the two little -ahildren/ot Mrs, D. Jones 
and Mrs. J. Rogers, d^ad or alive. The 
paper says: v '

“Hundreds of people have been out In 
-that vicinity every day searching and it la 
• not too much to say that every Inch .of ter
ritory on which the children might be 
found has been searched and researched 
without the discovery of .even à clue to 
their presence. They have disappeared: as 
completely as if they had .been taken up 
and disappeared into thin‘air, and this In- 
expUca_ble,"myvt*y has caused among the 
people of Nanaimo a feeling somewhat akin 
to consternation, and all sorts of theories 
have been advanced, reasonable and un- 

'reeSonable, to provide some explanation for 
the mystery., ,

“Among other sources of Information 
that have been' laid under contribution to 
provide a cine has been, the women, of sec
ond sight, of whom there are a number In 
Nanaimo. Several definite statements have 
been received from such quarters and been 
thoroughly Investigated, but without a 
shadow.of success, and the decision of the 
city council to offer a reward has but re
flected1 the feeling of the people.”

now we come to

THE GERMAN MINERS. worse

Strike Will Probably Be Avoided by Mine 
Owners Granting Part of Men’s 

Demands.

Essen, Germany, Jan. 18.—The coal strike 
will probably be settled by the mine own
ers conceding a small part of the workmen’s 
demands, allowing them to win, a moral 
victory, .wIÙl the understanding that the 
other portion of their demand#- will be 

" considered and agreed to later If possible.
The prospect of a general prolonged 

strike dismayed the Industries, end the 
government sought to bring about a com
promise. The strikers were not eager to 
fight tô a finish in- midwinter, the extreme 
cold throughout Germany having affected 
thehr spirits. Therefore the feeling has 
become general that it Is better to accept 
a moral victory with some small material 
ga-lne than to persist with the accompany
ing privation. The strike la by no means 
actually settled yet, but the mine owners 
and the strike leaders are appreciably 
pear a provisional agreement.

All the'liquor stores in the strike districts 
are closed by police order at 6 o’clock in 
the evening.

The government has appointed commis
sioners under the chairmanship of Herr 
Von Velsen, inspector of mines, to inquire 
into the grounds of the strike and supply 
Herr Moeller, minister of commerce and 
industry, with complete material for passing 
Judgment thereon, so that he may, be able, 
If necessary, to authoritatively interpose in 
the strike.

rnn.

my way.

ACT. III.
Scene,—The Grandmother’s cottage. The 

Wolf in bed, with the old lady’s cap and 
spectacles on, looks at door.
Wolf.—She’ll soon be here now, so I’ll play 

njy trick,
Pretend I’m granny, that I’m very sick.
I know I gave the poor old soul a fright.
Silly old lady, and It served her right.
A friendly beast that meant no mortal 

harm,
I pnt my paw Into her, trembling palm,
But no, she wouldn't with a! wolf be 

■friends,
And' ran away: I couldn’t make amends.
Dear me, I thought I heard the electric 

bell,

Favor a Strike.
i Essen, Germany, Jan. 16.—Delegatee rep
resenting a large part of the disaffected 
miner» decided at a meeting here this after
noon on a general strike, regardless of the 
partial concessions offered by the mine 
owners. ,The miners told others among 
whom the report was circulated, that the 
Emperor and the government, who 
anxious to settle the strike, were not af
fected thereby. T^ey aver, that the strike 
can only be settled1 by justice, 
clallsts control the miners’ actions.

Demands Rejected.
Essen, Germany, Jan. 16.—The Associa

tion of Mine Owners, notwithstanding the 
efforts of. an Important minority, rejected 
the demands of the strikers this afternoon.

Emperor Intervenes.
Berlin, Jan. 16.—Emperor William has in

tervened personally in the' coal 
Commerce Minister Muller intimated to a 
few of the most influential owners that It 
was His Majesty’s wish to See the strike 
settled, and certain mine owners on Sun
day afternoon opened np negotiations with 
the strike leaders, and to-day all over the 
coal districts conferences between the em
ployers and the miners are going on,—but 
seemingly without favorable results, ar late 
telegrams from Essen Indicate that a gen
eral strike can scarcely be Averted.

. An Inquiry.
Berlin, Jan. 16.—Sllnlster Muller to-day 

appointed a commission, under tÿe chair
manship of Herr Von Velsen, chief Inspect
or of mines, to Inquire into the grounds of 
the strike and supply the minister with ma
teria? for bffslng a judgment thereon, so 
that he may be able, if necessary, to auth
oritatively Interpose In the attike. The As
sociation of Mine Owners, although reject 
<ng the -miners’ request, Invited the govern- 
ment to investigate the matters In dispute.

were

The So-

(An electric bell ring».)
And someone at the speaking tube as 

well!
(Puts bis ear to speaking tnbe at side of 

bed.)
Wolf (through the tube).—May.you 

to see yonr granny?—yes!
Bnt wipe y dur (boots, or else they’ll 

make a mess.
(A pause, during- whlcb: the Wolf adjusts 

his cap and spectacles.)
Bed 'Riding-Hood.—May I come up to see 

you, Granny dear?
Wolf.—Why, yes, Indeed, there’s nothing, 

child, to fear!
Red Rldlng-Hood.—But, Grandmother; 

voice sounds very hoarse;
Wolf.—Does It, my dear? Why, It’s the 

“Flu,” of .course.
(Aside.) A lucky thought! (Aloud.) Dfear 

child, what have you there?
(Aside.) I feel so nlbbllsh In this frosty 

air.
Red Rldlng-Hood (coming nearer).—.Why, 

Granny, yon have altered, It’s quite 
plain!

Wolf.—Don’’t trust appearances, they’re al
ways vale. ’

Red Rldlng-Hood .^-And yonr false te*h, **'
_a n '••W they look aid White.
Wolf.-Don’t fle so sure they're false, for 

they can Wte.

come np

strike.

/

your
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So let me taste your home-made bread 
and butter.

Red Rldlng-Hood.—Oh, dear! oh, dear: IUJ. 
heart Is In a flutter. (Runs to 
dow.)

Help, Woodcutters!
, whistle clear
Not only cabs will call, but succor

(Blows pah-whistle loudly.)
Woodcutters (running in).—A hansom „r 

four wheeler?
Red Riding-Hood (with dignity).—Xe:tL 

Bee (pointing to Wolf)—
Arrest the culprit promptly.

First Woodcutter.—Don't as» lue.
Our axes are but sham ou^s—tor v . 

play—
(I’d rather live to fight another da>

Second Woodcutter.—Well, i won't tavi.,v 
hlm, I vow, alone.

Wolf.—I’ll save the trouble then, for ,[ 
begone.

Red Riding-Hood has not got any nerve.»;
So after all, my joke no purpose sen-es.
(With plaintive tone.) Once I struck 

terror in the good old times,
And; all I’m good tor now Is “Nursery 

Rhymes.”
(To the Woodcutters.)—And you, I sec, 

are anxious not to kill 
I A harmless wolf who has 'done you no ill.

(To Red Rldlng-Hood.)—Farewell, R<-u 
Rldlng-Hood, forgive me, pray,

And better I’ll behave another day,
And tell ybur grandmother I’m sorry 

quite,
I gave her, poor old lady, such a fright.
We’ll meet again some day, perhaps, 

for you
Will look me up, when able, at the Zoo.

Meantime, I’ve îèft my motor-car be
low.

(Aside) I’ll soon be out of this (Goes to 
window). (Alond) What, Chauffeur, 
ho!

(Wolf, disappears out of window.)
Red Rldlng-Hood.—Why, I declare he's 

safely reached the ground,
AndT waiting there Ms motor-car has 

•i found,
And Granny’s step- I hear upon the

(To audience). And now you’ve had the 
play entire, so there!

Of course, my

The Last Trek.
It. la in admirable, spirit that The Spec

tator publishes a fine poem, “The Last 
Trek,” 'from E. F. Garrett, treating sym
pathetically of the funeral progress through 
Capetown on. December 16th of the former 
President. The allusion In the third verse 
1» to the funeral of Cecil Rhodes, which 
passed through the same street on April 
30th, 1902. The writer of the verses, it 
may be addted, Is a former editor of the 
Gape Times and friend of Cecil Rhodes. 
Thte verses are as-follows:

THEi LAST TREK.
Who comes, to sob of slow-breatned guns 

• borne past
In solemn pageant? This Is he that threw 
Challenge to England. From the veld he 

drew
A strength that bade her sea-strength 

pause aghast,
Before the bastion® vast 

And infinite redoubts of the Karoo.

“Pass, friend!” who living were so stout a 
foe,

Unquelled, un won, not uncommiserate! 
The British sentry at Van Riebeck’s gate 

Salutes you, and as once three years ago 
The crowd moves hushed and slow,. 

And silence hold» the city desolate.

The long last trek begins. N-ow something 
thrill»

Our English hearts, that, unconÇessed and
dim,

Drew Dutch hearts north, that April dayr 
with him „

Whose grave is hewn: In the eternal hills. 
The war of these two wills 

Was as the warring of the Anakim.

üÿhat might have been, had these.two been 
as one?

Or had th'e wise old peasant, wiser yet, 
Taught strength to mate with freedom 

and beget
The true republic, nor, till samds had run,.

Gripped close a» Bible and gun 
The keys of power, like some fond 

amulet?

He called? to God for storm; and on his 
head— •

Alas! not his alone—the thunders fell.
But* not by his own text, who Ill could 

spell,
Nor in our shallow scales shall he be 

weighed,
Whose dnst, lapped- round with lead*

To shrill debate lies' Inaccessible.

Bred up to beard the lion, youth.and man 
He towered the great chief of a little 

folk; . .
Till, once, the scarred old hunter missed 

his stroke,
And by. the blue Mediterranean

Pined for some brackish pan 
Far south, self-exiled1, till the tired- heart 

broke.

So ends the feud. Death gives for those 
cold Ups

Our password. (Home, then! by the north
ward way

He trod with1 heroes of the trek, when 
they *

On seas of desert. launched their wagon- 
ships.

The dream new worlds eclipse
Yet shed a glory through their narrower 

day.

Bear home your dead; nor from our wreaths 
redoll,

Sad Boers; like some rough foster-sire 
shall he

Be honored by our sons, co-heirs made 
free

Of Africa, like yours, by blood and toil, 
And proud that British soil.

Which bore, received him back In- ob- 
sequy.

. —F. Edmund Garrett.

RESISTED OFFICERS.

Two Brothers Shot—Sheriff, Depiuy and 
City Marshal Stabbed.

Tuskegee, Ala., Jan. 17.—While attempt
ing to arrest Robert and James McBride 
here last night, Sheriff T. F. Connor 
perhaps fatally stabbed. The McBrides 
were both shot to death. Deputy Sheriff 
George Tamar was dangerously stabbed 
about the body and legs and City Marshal 
G. Y. Taylor was eat on the arms.

The eanse of tbs tragedy was an attempt 
of the present sheriff and city marshal to 
arrest the McBride brothers, who resisted 
with knlvee, and were shot by the officers.

was

upon the dissemination of the truth—is 
what-has become of that silk tile and 
that staff. No one In this neighborhood 
las ever beheld them. We are willing 
to concerte the point that mgy. be urged 
in extenuation of their never having ap
peared in publie upon state occasions, 
that Mr. Houston as a plain, practical 
man, objects to purely ornamental per
sonal appendages, that as a man far 
above petty vanities his head has always 
been capable of being adjusted edmfort- 
ably within his soft No. 8, and that the 
necessity foi* the Asistance of a staff as 
a guide to his decisive footsteps hath not 
yet appeared. Bnt even an intensely 
democratic public character should- make 
some trifling concessions to the weak
nesses of his admirers. If that “plug" 
be not in evidence at the opening of the 
coming session of the, legislature we shall 
be compelled) to admit that the “doyen" 
and the most highly favored of the 
journalistic profession in British Colum
bia is lacking in some of the qualities in
dispensable to a statesman.

A'Japanese regiment is accused by a 
correspondent of displaying cowardice in 
the face of the enemy. Whentordered to 
charge it is alleged that this unique 
Oriental body—'for it is a unique thing 
& read of a Japanese regiment being 
afraid to follow whithersoever its officer» 
chose to lead—stolidly stood if» ground 
and watched- its colonel being shot to 
death. But the punishment of the cow
ards was as unique as the incident re
corded. They were' marched to the rear 
and compelled' to participate for days in | 
the services held in .memory of their de
parted chief, besides having to submit to 
vartoys original Oriental humiliations 
and degradation». That is the story, 
obviously obtained from Russian-source» 

Mr. John Keen writes to the Nelson 
News paying his respects to the Assess
ment iGomniiseibn of the McBride gov
ernment in the following ternis: I 

The two per cent, tax is. not referred 
to in tiy act now under consideration by 
the eomaniseioiL, and was purposely omit
ted from its operation until a committee 
had-inquired into its incidence, and- the 
House was so informed by the minister, 
pf finance at the time of its passage, 

Tfte Provincial Mining Association of 
British Columbia, through its president,

. wrote the minister of finance some 
months ago, offering its assistance with 
fact? end, figures, as soon as he was 
ready, and willing .to receive't^em. The 
letter was gckaowlçdged with ffiè State- 
ment that those ifnerested1 WouMi be con-

We are watching the proceedings j>t 
the commission with great care, but itr 
was with intense surprise and astonish-* 
ment we found that Messrs. White and 
Cavanaugh, both) high grade ore mine 

'Ataiiera, should hâve been permitted, to 
; d&b «m-tieimts and opinions, .and 
iiih'Ke'sbat'èmêrafs opposed' to thp, facts 
and figures, and- the logical deductions 
thérefrom, given by this aitiocîatioji, 
through its various committees, to the 
several governments of the day.

Now the chairman, Hon. F. Carter- 
Cotton, knew perfectly: well), that as 
chairman, he shouidi have at once stop
ped this procedure; he,did, in fact. State 
that they were not considering this tax, 
yet he allowed one of the commissioners!, 
the minister of finance, to call the two 

■ gentlemem named, to endeavor to prove 
his own view of a case not actually be
fore the ooirimissiom, or in other words, 

‘to support the crowd.
The minister is a member of the com- 

rnéspon, yet he calls witnesses without 
any notice to any of the committees we 
have sent to wait upon the government 
of the day, upon, the subject of the two 
per cent, tax, a matter they, as a com
mission, have nothing to do .with.

The chairman is perfectly aware of 
the effect of such action, and the report 
will doubtless be received by the House 
as a document framed upon ex parte evi
dence; called by one of the eommission- 
ers on behalf of (the crown, on an ex
traneous subject.

Although we have two jnembere of our 
executive attending the sittings of the 
commission, aa members of the public, 
we have no right to attend the commis- 
skmere, to take np this question, and be
cause the government is wrong to intro
duce if, we do not propose to put our
selves in an "equality false position to say: 
“We are not appointed to consider the 
question of.a two per cent, tax, andhenee 
you may go home again,” and in telling 
us this, the chairman would be perfectly 
right, and would only be doing his chity 
aa such. The only thing we regret is 
that he did not equally perform his duty 
as chairman when the minister called 
these two witnesses, especially as our 
two members of the executive protested 
against it.

We are, however, content to leave the 
matter in the bands of tbt House to deal 
with, as it is, at present; out of 
power to do more than protest against 
the remarkable and extraordinary pro
ceeding of a commission dealing ex parte

our

a matter altogether outside its 
scope, and1 beyond' its jurisdiction. I am 
your® truly, JOHN KEEN,
President Provincial Mining Ass’n. of 

British Columbia.
January 4th:, 1805.

Previous governments of British Colum
bia were warned when they were reck
lessly plunging into debt and distributing 
provincial assets with prodigal hand 
that a day of reckoning would come. It 
has come, with the annual charges upon 
debt amounting to as muck as the total 
expenditure should be. The government 
of the day sees no way out of the 
dilemma except by “taking a dollar’s 
worth wherever it sees it.!’ Industry is 
to be encumbered with, such burdens as 
must eventually drive it to dther pro
vinces. Population is to be subjected to 
the same treatment. This is to go on 
until the Dominion, which set us going 
free from debt andi wjth more abundant 
taxable resources than any other pro
vince, sees fit to come to the assistance 
of the spendthrift.and' shoulders its obli
gations. -It is Consoling to think that 
we:.hare a' paternal government to de
pend upon. It is also ..satistacljdry td

by its predecessors. Stfm necessity has 
demanded the extreme exactions of the 
Assessment Act, it is contended1 with 
vehemence. These are things that 
can only be demonstrated by experiment. 
It is held that there is only one way of 
escape from the burdens that so heavily 
and sorely beset the people. The federal 
government must come to our assistance. 
If our representatives at Ottawa do not 
do their duty, on them will rest the re
sponsibility for the’failure of McBride 
and bis Conservative goverrahent. That 
is a very convenient and very easy man
ner of evading responsibility. The peo
ple are not to be deceived by such ex
cuses. They know that McBride’s at
tempt to grapple with an admittedly 
difficult situation has been a ipoet lament
able failure thus far, and they are con
firmed in the opinion that the farther it 
goes the more deeply it win flounder in. 
the mires of incompetency.

We have never entertained the hope 
that the majority of the member» of the 
present Legislature will perform a duty 
that becomes more obvious every day 
Premier McBride remains in power. 
They are well aware df the state of pub
lic opinion. Bnt they have in- the past 
been condiiated with favors and ad
vantages and induced to perpetuate a 
government that in their better judgment 
they know to be unworthy of their sup
port. The facts in regard to this asser
tion will b.e brought out in' due time. 
Under the circumstances which have 
been created for their spedal benefit 
they doubtless feel that' they can afford 
to ignore the fact that'while the discrim
inatory taxation falls upon the just and 
the unjust, there are some imperfect 
politicians and wire-pullers who evade 
their just share of the burdens. We. 
have not the least doubt that the opposi
tion to the government ami the members 
of the Liberal party in British Columbia 
as politidans view this etate of affaire 
wi$h perfect .equanimity. IRie longer 
McBride continues to blunder and to 
flounder the better , fqrythem-as party 
men—the better" for W’BibSral party 
from either * local -o£ a federal point of 
view. But as men interested' in the wel
fare of British Oofitmbia it is the dqty 
of all Liberals tor]bnng to am end the 
present deplorahle;state of affairs assdon 

possible. Liberal» will -do their duty
-\:i c'-. .

PEERLESS JOHN. : V '

as

The triumpti of John Houston in the 
city of Nelson may be set down as one of 
the jnost notable features of the late 
municipal campaign in British Columbia. 
John’® opponents & the’ prcyviiippl^gr^-*" 
eminent and in other quarters a tèw 
months ago thought they had him down 
and 411 but out. Referee hfcBrlde stood 

,by watch in hand counting the seconds. 
Before 'he coaid say ten the redoubtable 
gladiâtôr from ï<ieleo», w.as on his feet 
announcing his determindtibn to stay in, 
the ring against all comers. And he 
stayed. He re-established his paper for 
the third or fourth time, he appeared in 
the municipal arena for the purpose of 
convincing hi® enemies that he still pos
sessed a spark or two of the old-time
vitality, and he defeated a popular, op
ponent by a small majority._^<iw John, 
is the head of the municipality as well 

provincial representative 'of the riding 
of Nelson.
as

He lives politically to give 
expression to his original views in the
old incisive style. Mr. Houston’s col
leagues in journalistic tribulation _ in all 
parts of the province have.watched his 

with sympathy and rejoice with 
him in his triumphs irrespective of ■ the 
party virus that dilute/the blood In their 
veins. Furthermore we opiue that the 
latest news from thé scene of Joints 
many victories will cause just a tinfce of 
envy to mingle with a brotherly sense of 
satisfaction. Most of ms Would he pleased 
With the gift of a seat in the legislature 

an expression of appréciation of 
efforts in the public behalf. To add the 
honors and emoluments.of a mayoralty 
to the benefaction would surely he 
sidlered as a crowning blessing from the 
gods. The hero of Nelson has been 
favored to the foregoing extent and 
also. His friends in meeting assembled 
have presented him with five hundred 
dollars in gold, which will be duly ap
preciated, not ndbessarily on account of 
its intrinsic value—editors have been 
■educated and elevated up to the point 
from which such trifles can be viewed 
from their true perspective, we trust— 
but because of the feelings which 
prompted its bestowal. We are satis
fied that that five hundred will go the 
way of many thousands—into the 
paper business—and it will stay there. 
We say for the benefit of the unsophis
ticated who may feet impelled to 
late the career of John, Houston 
easy path to the legislature, to mayor
alties and to five hundred dollar purses, 
that money sunk in newspapers seldom 
comes to the surface again. For proof 
of which overhaul the files of numerous 
dead journals.
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But we have a charge to prefer against 
the indomitable and unconquerable hero 
of British Columbia politics and journal-- 
ism. We observe that ill acknowledging 
in his usually and characteristically 
graceful fashion the trifle of five hundred 
dollars in gold, John admitted that he 
had previously been called to the bar and 
laden with gifts. The aforesaid benefac
tions, it is admitted, took the forms-of 
“plug" hat and'walking bane. What wé 
want to know -and we believe all Brit' 
ish Columbia wiH join us in insisting

the methods that have built up an enor- 
indnstry on the other side of the 

water. It is possible, of course, that our 
neighbors’ zeal in. the good ctmee of fish-, 
ery conservation has no connection with 
any desire to embarrass Victoria busi- 

men in their efforts to avail them-

mous

ness
selves* of the undoubted advantages they 
will possess over all competitors in the 
taking of the Jring of food fishes. It is 
merely a coincidence, as we have said, 
that the two movement^ -should he con
temporaneous. Nevertheless we trust 
the government at Ottawa will carefully 
weigh all considerations before joining 
in the programme that has been so un
selfishly and so disinterestedly prepared
on the other side.

It is anfobvious fact that the declara
tion of complete closed seasons during 
the years 1906 and 1908 will have an 
adverse effect upon the development of
the canning industry on Vancouver Isl
and. The enforcement of the proposed 
regulations will prove discouraging to 
the investment of capital inasmuch as it 
will create an impression of unsettlement, 
unrest and indefiniteness. Capital is 
timid. Only when there is a guarantee 
of security does it flow freely, as we 
know to our cost in British Columbia. 
If we are asked to accede to the request 
of the men of Puget Sound, we certainly 
should insist upon some compensating 
concessions. Is there any proposition to 
the effect that the Sound canners shall 
be compelled by legal enactment to ob
serve rules similar to those in force in. 
British Columbia waters, under which 
provision is made for a certain number 
of salmon- reaching the spawning 
grounds? If we are to have reciprocal 
regulations ,the reciprocity should com
mence with the season of 1905, which, it 
is assumed, will be a -big year and will 
in a measure compensate -the trap li
censees of the -Sound fortheloss they will
sustain in the close season of 1906. More 
than that, before we agree to any bar
gain we should have some guarantee 
that the regulations will be strictly en
forced by the state of Washington. It 
is permanent and effect, not sporadic and 
ineffectual, regulations thàti are neces
sary for the preservation 0Ï the valuable 
salnion fisheries ' of these watèfs/ "Now 
JhatWe have been placed* on an equality 
with pur tieighbors ^tt (be matter.*? tak
ing the fish, care should be taken that 
wé shall not be duped into an agreement 
that' will' practically.' deprive' us df W- 
.that in the, name off justice and after 
much agitation we have gained.
, -The consensus (oft,opinion hp*t>. is .that, 

substantial guarantee ..of.' bdna: 
fittes would be afforded' -by a general en
actment of regulations providing for such 
a-velosa, season $1 ;W#iUl4, ; .permit of a 

~ * — <jf ifishi reaching;,the
• stiawnîhg' rbeds every 3year rather. ' than 
by, a complété suspension of operations 
for any particular yhar. If thirty-six 
hours be not sufficient, make the time 
two or three days. Such a course would 
be fair to all—to the canners, and to 
the individual fishermen who would 
either Save to depart from their usual 
methods of gaining a livelihood or go in 
idleness for a whole year.

a mere

The subject is one that should be cone 
sidered very carefully. The preserva
tion of the fisheries is of course t.he-mat
ter of paramount importance. If the 
Washington legislators are sincere, if 
they are agreeable to measures which 
will be fair to all, they—will make pro
vision for something more substantial, 
and likely to be more effective in the 
object they have in view, than mere com
plete close seasons in any particular 
years. Their actions will be watched 
with interest on this side, and will have 
considerable effect in shaping the regu
lations we "shall make—and: will enforce 
after they are mafle.

DIGGING ITS OWN GRAVE.

We are sure the public is weary df the 
subject of the McBride government aud
its peculiar works. The general senti
ment is in favor of letting it alone to 
work out its final condemnation. The 
•sentence has already been decided upon. 
All that is lacking is the opportunity to 
pronounce judgment. The Assessment 
Commission which has finished) the taking 
of such evidence as suited the temper of 
the ministry was constituted1 for the pur
pose ef justifying the system of taxation 
that has wrought incomputable harm to 
the business interests of the province. 
Instead' of achieving the o-bject desired, 
instead of averting the criticism that will 
follow the assembling of the Legislature, 
the testimony of the witnesses has proved 
beyond -peradventnre that the Assess
ment Act was conceived in ignorance and 
is being enforced with partiality. It has 
proved demoralizing in its effects upon 
the industries which shoulii be nourished 
with careful hand in order to establish 
business in British Columbia upon a 
sound and permanent basis. There ie no 
doubt about that fact whatever. It is 
established by conditions as they exist 
to-day and confirmed by the evidence the 
commission sought • to adduce in con
firmation of the wisdom end necessity of 
the government’s coarse.

It is argued that by no possibility 
could any other government have pur
sued a more salutary course. The ad
ministration, we are told, has been 
economical to a degree never dreamt of

OUR UNAPPRECIATED ASSETS.

The development of the turbine wheel 
as a means of transferring energy from 
natural sources to the service of man has 
I>een the most notable of the scientific 
sichievements of the past year. It is of 

, course known to men of science, but not 
eo generally understood by the public, 
that the principle of the turbine has been 
applied to water power for years. The 
application of steam to the same 

.style of motor has been widely 
advertised as one of the great 
achievements of the times, and hence 
the public has been strongly interest
ed in the practical progress of the in
vention. The history of the development 
of the latest engineering marvel is of 
special interest to Canadians because 

-danada possesses greater water power 
than any other country on earth, and be
cause she is destined to become one of 
<he greatest of maritime nations. It is 
therefore eminently fitting that in this 
iand there should be installed the most 
ponderous hydraulic engine yet 
strutted and that ocean steamships of a 
Canadian line should be fitted with the

p
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first steam turbines. The popular idea
i ill is that the harnessing of the waters of 

the renowned Niagara river is one of 
the greatest feats ever performed) by 

- man.

I

III But there is another river in
Ï Canada from which more potential en

ergy is about to be extracted than Ni- 
sgara contributes. Shawinigan Falls, in 
the province of Quebec, is the centre from 
which the largest amount of energy radi- 
stes, In a recent number the, Scientific 
American refers in suitable terms to the 
magnitude of the power of Shawinigan 
and the wonderful machinery through 
which it is developed or utilized. At 
present three penstocks are in position, 
carrying water to

1:
■

*
i

, •

as many turbine 
"wheels in the power house on the shore 
ef the lower lake. Each penstock—Ml I sup-, 
plies a 6,000 horse-power, horizontal- 
shaft turbine, direct-connected to a 3,- 
750-kilowatt revolving-field generator, 
giving a quarter-phase 2,200-volt 30-cycle 
-current. The wheels run at 180 revolu
tions per minute, and provision is made 
"for a 2J4 per cent, loss in the generators 
and a 15 per cent, overload,. ,At , the 
present time.the capacity-of the station 
is being enlarged by thé additié» of 4- 
ffourth turbiiie, whWh is so* teieg 4n>( 
stalled by the I. I*. Morris Company, of 

. Philadelphia. This turbine is tite'largest 
roi; eTer been constructed. It has

• irt-jF-10,500 horse-power. The 
,. - .1 L..wa.ter enters the turbine through the In- 

bJ;--:,'.. ..(take, 10 feet in diameter... The.diinen- 
of this vast machine; àto'imptes-i

ter to canton, of . the two shaft beatings.
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The
forged steel, is solid 

and weighs 10 tons; It is 32 feet 3% 
■inches long, 22 inches in diameter at the 
centre, and tapers to 16 inches on the 
generator side and 10 inched diameter on 

The rupner -or wheel, 
"which is the-rotating part of the turbine, 
ia of bronze, and weighs five tons. The 
quantity of water used' when the turbine 
ia operating under full load is enormous, 
xio less than 400,000 gallons ' passing 
through per minute. Just what this 
figure amounts to will be understood 
-when we state that it represents a river 
100 feet wide, 9 feet deep, and flowing at 
the rate of 60 feet per minute. In spite 
of its size, this huge machine wàs built 
■in no less than five months, the contract 
being signed May 19th, 19Q4.
Tie present output of. power from 
the Shawinigan station ie -22,500 
torse-power, and' of this about 10,000 
•torse-power is transmitted 84 miles over 
long-distance lines to the city of Mon
treal, where it is nsed for street railway,

, electric lighting and general power pur
poses. The remainder is taken by local 
«sers for similar purposes and for electro
lytic processes. The current is stepped 
wp at Shawinigan from 2,200-volt 
•«Idarter-phase to 50,000-volt three-phase. 
Tie' transformers were so designed that 
-they may, if desired, be operated at 66,- 
«00 volts pressure. It is a fact worth 
noting that the wilderness of five 
ego in the neighborhood of the falls has 
been transformed into the substantial- 
tity of 5,000 inhabitants. The 
world of to-day is just beginning to 
realise the potential value of

the other side.

B

years

i ■
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water
How many possible centres ofpower.

great industries are there distributed 
throughout British Columbia?

SALMON FISHERY REGULATIONS

It is perhaps not astonishing, all things 
considered, that the business men of Vic
toria interested in the fishing industry 
are inclined to regard with some 
picion the extraordinary zeal now being 
displayed by the Puget Sound

8 m SUB-

m
cannery

owners and others inr the passage by themil Washington legislature and the Domin
ion government of regulations having for 
their object the preservation of the 
aockeye salmon fisheries of the 
Our alien friends must be regarded as 
singularly unobservant creatures if they 
have not known for some years that the 
industry they are interested in is in need 
Af protection. They had been appealed 
to constantly and unremittingly to take 
action; but they turned a deaf ear until 
the present year, when, by a singular 
-coincidence, the tanners ef Victoria will 
be in a position to avail thettiselves of

•W' coast.
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