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. 7he’ Government bill for: conseriycion
under the title ‘‘The Militia Service
Act, 1017,”? commences with a recital
of the compulsory service provisions of
the Militia Aet passed in 1904. It re-
cites the clauses of that Act which
render the militia liable to be sent for
serviee in or out of Canada for the de-
fence thereof. It explains that, owing
to the large veluntary enlistment of
those who otherwise would be producers
in Canada and to the necessity of main-
taining production at the highest pos-
gible limit under such eireumstances,
the method of drafting men as provided
in the Militia Act is unwise and m-
provident, and that the men now re-
quired should be seecured by a process
omction‘. The bill provides for se-
curing reinforcements, which, unless
Parliament further authorizes, are not
to exceed 100,000 men. It sets out ten
distinet classes from whom drafts will
be selected,. These classes will be called
out in the order named. They are as
follows:

Class 1—Those who have attained the
age of twenty years and were born not
earlier than the year 1894, and are un-
married, or are widowers but have mo
child.

Class 2—Those who were born in the
years 1889 to 1893, both inclusive, and
are unmarried, or are widowers but have
no child.

Class 3—Those who were horn in the
vears 1883 to 1888, both inclusive, and
are unmarried, or are widowers’ but
have no child.

Class 4—Those ‘who have attained
the age of twenty years and were born
not earlier than the year 1894, and are
married, or are widowers who have a
child or children,

Jlasg 5—Those who were born in the
years 1889 to 1893, both -inclusive, and
are married, or are widowers who have
a child or echildren.

Class 6—Those who were born in the
yvears 1883 to 1888 hoth inelusive, and
are married, or are widowers who have
a child or children. ;

Class 7—Those who were born in the
years 1876 to 1882, both inclusive, and
are unmarried, or are widowers who
have no child.

Clags—Those who were born in the
years 1876 to 1882, both inclusive, and
are married; or are widowers who have
a child or children.

Class 9—Those who were born in the
vears 1872 to 1875, both ineclusive, and
are unmarried, or are widowers who
have no child.

Class 10—Those who were born in the
years 1872 to 1875, beth inelusive, .and
are married, or are widowers who have
a child or children.

In its remaining essential points the
bill provides:=

(2) For the purpose of this section,
any man married after the day of .
1917, shall be deemed to be unmarried.

In his speech-Sir Robert Borden au-
nounced the day as June 11. -

(3) Any eclass, except 'class 1, shall
include men who are transferred there-
to from another class as hereinafter pro-
vided, and when who have éome within

¢lass- 1 sinee the previous class was

called out.

(4) The order in which ‘ho chsses
are described in this section shall. be
the erder in which they may be ealled
out on aective service, provided 'the

. Governor-in-Council. may -divide any

class into sub-classes, in which case the
sub-classes shall be called out in order
of age, boginning with the ywngast.
Shall Report for Active Service. -
5. (1) The quemor-ig Comil my

from time totmhypwehmuﬂunun

onscrlptlon

Bill

sub-class so called out, shall, from the
date of such proclamation, be deemed to
be soldiers enlisted in the military
forces of Canada, and subject to mili-
tary law for the duration of the pres-
ent war, and of demobilization there-
after, save as hereinafter provided.
(2) Men so called out shall report

and shall be placed on active serviee in -

the Camadian Expeditionary Forces as
may be set out in| such proclamation or
in regulations, but until so placed on
active service shall be deemed to be on
leave of absence without pay.

(3) ‘Any man by or in respeect of
whom an application for exemption is
made as hereinafter provided shall, so
long as such application or any appeal
in connection therewith is pending and
during the currency of any exemption
granted him, be deemed to be on leave
of absence without pay.

(4) Any man who is ealled out and
who, without reasonable excuse, fails to
report as aforesaid to remain on active
service whére placed shall be guilty, ae-
cording to the circumstances, of desert-
ing within the fmeaning of section
twelve of the Army Act, or of absemt-
ing himself without leave within the
meaning of section fifteen of the Army
Act, shall, besides being otherwise sub-
ject to military law, be liable (a) to
be tried by court-martial and convicted
and punished by imprisonment, or (b)
on summary convietion to imprisonment
for any term not exceeding two years.

Local and Appeal Tribunals.

(1) There shall be established in the
manner hereinafter set out the foilow-
ing tribunals:

(a) Lee¢al Tribunals.

(b) Appeal Tribunals,

(¢) A Central Appeal Judge.

(2) Any tribunil may hear evidence
on oath or otherwise, as it may deem
expedient; and for performance of its
duties shall have all the powers vested
in a Commissioner under part 1 of the

Inquiries Act.

(3) The Governor-in-Council may,
upon the recommendation of the Cen-
tral Appeal Judge, make regulations
with respect to the establishment, eon-
stitution, functions and procedure of
the said tribunals, and sych regulations
may contain provisions for securing uni-
formity in the application of this Act.

(4) In so far.as provision is mnob
otherwise made, the procedure of the
tribunal shall be such as is determined
by the tribunal.

(5) No member of any tribunal shall
be responsible at law. for anything done
by him in good faith in the perform:
ance of his duties under this Act, and
no action shall be taken against any
member of ‘a local tribunal or an ap-
peal tribunal in respect of the perform-
ance or non-perfefmance, g

For a Non-partisan Hearing.
There are to be three tribunals, First
of all, local tribunals, composed of two
persons, are to sit in each locality wher-
ever designated by the Minister of Jus-
tice. One of these twbo men is to be

chosen by the Senior County Court

Judges of the distriet where the tri-
bunal first sits. The other is to- be
c¢hosen by a Board of Selection, and
this Board of Selection is to be named,
not by the Govermient, but by Parlia-
ment.

The Premier’s intention is that_it
shall be composed of men acceptable to
both and all elements of political faith.
These local tribunals shall heag appli-
cations for exemption, and the prin-
ciples upon which thoy shall Act are
set out in the-bill. -

Boiled down, they roqnire that the

tribmuh m decide whether or not

the Chief Jusuce of the Provmco where
the appeal is entered. Any applicant
for exemption, and anyone authorized
by the Militia Department, has free
right of appeal to this appeal tribunal.

Supreme Court Judgment.

Above the appeal tribunals through-
out all the Provinces theére is a Central
Appeal Judge. This Central Appeal
Judge is to be chosen from the present
Supreme Court of Canada. He is to
determine by regulation the conditions
upon which appeal may be made to him,
Provision is made for providing the as-
sistance of other Judges for the Cen-
tral Appeal Judge on his recommenda-
tion. It will thus be seen that the ex-
emption provisio{s aim at the fair and
impartial and, what is not less import-
ant, the uniform application of the ex-
emption -clauses throughout the whole
of the Dominion.

A Registrar is te be appointed for
each Provinee, whose duty it will be to
receive appeals and allocate them by
distriets for the convenience of the
Chief Justice in the selection and allo-
cation of the appeal tribunals.

= Those Who are Exempt.

Certificates of exemption that may be
granted are evidently intended to be, in
the gnain, conditional certificates. Men
may be exempted for a limited time, or
pending the happening of some event.
They may -also, in proper cases, be
placed in the class next in order, and
required to report for duty when such
Applications for ex-
emptfou may be made by one person on
hehalf of another, and may be made to
nhy local tribunal in the Province where
the applicant resides. A local tribunal,
once' chosen, however, by an applicant,
cgnnot be afterwards changed.
’j'l‘hele are also exempted clergy and
ministers of religion and certain mem-
bers of the. Mennonites and Doukhobors
promised exemption by the Dominion in
1873 and 1808,

When the class to which any man be-
longs is called qut, each member of that
class becomes a mémber of the militia,
subject, of course, to apply. The ex-
pense and delay of registration are
avoided and apparently at-the same time
the objects of registration are to be
attained. There are only sn‘(teon sec-
tions in the bill,

class is called.

CORRESPONDENCE

Winnipeg Telegram.

At a convention of the-8. D. P., held
here last night, it was unanimously de-
cided to endorse the Dominion Execu-

tive Committee resolution (re consecrip-

tion).
J. BROWN.-

Montreal Telegram.

Send two thousand special of anti-
conseription number of Forward imme-
diately.

R. BUHAY.,

Kitehener, Ont.

The reports that-- anti-conseription
meetigs in Kitchener were broke up
by soldiers are untrue. On May 26 a
mass meeting was held on the Market
Square. ' The speakers were M, Smith
and Lorne Cuningham, of Guelph. At-
tempts at interruption by a- few sol-
diers were not tolerated by the erowd,
which was estimated at from 1500 to
- 2,000,

An indoor’ meotmg was held next
evening, with the same speakers. =Hun-
dreds who could not get admissiog to

. the hall lined the streets. The meeting

“~

was earried on as planed, the only dis-
turbace eoming at the end.* Many sol-
diers were present. - ;

The Kitckuer Boculinti\ suceeaded

‘direet action, which \prin,eip!ol:ﬁe

ulmiubly }n brinﬁng fonurd thcir,

meetings as ‘‘legal,’’ the right to as-
semble has little reality. Mob viclence,
threats, organized ruffianism, hold the
day: In view of this Kitchener loeal
has already adopted ‘‘Russian tacties.’”

It is evident that capitalist *‘Iib-
erty’” is working-elass slavery.

Local Dovercourt; No. 7.
Toronto.
A study class is being held on Sun-
day at 2.30 p.m. at 165 Van Horne St.,
and will be continued. Comrades are
advised to take advantage of this,
Ability to state the case for Socialism
is noW more urgent than ever,
J. CUNNINGHAM,
Sacretary.

RUSSIAN METHODS
FOOLED THE POLIGE

A crowd of two thousand peopde at-
tended - the meeting of the Anti-Con-
scription League, held in Alexandra
Park, Bathurst and St. Patrack Streets,
last night. The gathering was orderly;
and the remarks of I. Bainbridge, the
only speaker, were applauded. Cae or

two soldiers were present, but they did
not make any hostile demonstration.
The following resolution was adopted:

‘‘Resolved that this mass meeting of
Toronto ecitizens do hereby protest
against the introduction of the com-
pulsory military. serviee bill and econ-
demn it as being detrimental to the best
interests of the citizens of this country,
and whereas militarismhas proven it-
self to be the greatest ememy of social
democracy in every part of the world,
therefore be it further resolved - that
we, citizens in mass meeting assembled,
will use all the legitimate means within
our power to prevent the enactment of

such legislation, and that a copy of this .

resolution ‘bq sent to Premier Borden
and Sir Wilfrid Laurier.”’

Mr. Bainbridge quoted statements
of Augustus Fitz George, son of  the
late Duke of Cambridge, Lieut.-Colonel
Maxwell, Colonel A, Lee, Major Turner
and Sir Alfred Mond to show that con-

seription was a valuable asset to those

who wished to crush trade unionism,
and it would undoubtedly have the
same effect in Ca.nm}\it enacted. He
protested against the '‘assumed demo-
eracy’’ of a government which would
take the power into its own hands of
passing such legislation without a ferer-
endum vote of the people.

Conscriptionists Not- Eligible.

He criticized ‘the action of-men who
were advocating comnscription from the
platform who in the main were not
eligihle for military service themselves,

he said, or would be exempt according -

to certain provisions for exemption. The
statements that had appeared recently
in a Toronto paper that Socialists in
Chicago had brought about the death

of several innocent ecitizens in that eity, ‘.
he characterized as absolutely untrue.
The fact of the matter was that the

three men referred to, whose  names
were not mentioned, were not members,
of the Socialist party, but belonged 19
the society known. as the !
Workers of the World, who

cialists. entirely repudiated. . -

_He' challenged the audience To
even a singla instance where t
ists in Canada had ever

.toctxes, All their mdhgl

‘o

-




