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The fituation of the army was now vci^ criticd.
The new works, along with thofe others which it

was evident wouJd now be fpeedily conftruftcd on
fon^e of the neighbouring hills, would command the
town, a confiderablc part of the harbour, of the
beach, from whence an embarkation in^ft take
place in the event of a retreat, and rendered the
communication between the troops in the workg
at Bofton Neck, and the main body, difficult an4 ^

dangerous.

In thefe circumftances no alternative remained,
but to abandon the tpwn, or diflodgc the enemy
and deftroY the new works. General Howe, with
bis ufual fpirit and refolution, adopted the latter,
and took the neceflary ireafures for the embarka-
tionof that very evening of five regiments, with
the light mfantry and grenadiers, upon a fervice,
which the whole army muft of courfe been ulti-
inatcly engaged in. This dcfign was fruftrated by
the intervention of a dreadful ftorm at night, which
rendered the embarkation impradicable, and there-
by probably prevented the lofs of a great number
tt brave men, if not of the whole arpiy.

It is not, however, to be wondered at, that with
ahigh fenfe of the Britifli military honour, as well
as ot his own, t^ie General fhould hazard much,
wthcr than fubmit to the indignity of abandoning
«ic town. He commanded a force, which he knewm been confidered and reprefented here, as fuffi.
cient to. look down all oppofition in America ; and
wnich, m reality, with rcfpea to the number of rcri-
ments, jf not of men, the excellency of the troops.
and charaaer of the officers, and the powerful artil.
'•y which they poflclTed, would have been deemed
^^ipettable m any country and dangerous by anw
enemy. With fuch troops to give up that towi
«incn had been the original caufe of the war; and
we conftant objea of contention fmce its com-

mencement.
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