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Ae pHeher, and then it ttopped, and Uie deaeon drank out v

of the pitoher, and then Pa ^ and then they, drawed

ome more dder, and M« and the deacon'* wife were talk-

ii« abont how mneh mgar it to* to can fruit, and the

deaeon told Pa to help himself out of a crook of fried

tffc—

,

tnd I heard the cover on Uie crock ratfle, and just

then I heard the old tin lantern rattle on the brick floor of

the eellar, the deacon eaid 'Merciful goodne«;' Pa «aid

'Helen damnation, I am rtabbed;' and Ma yeUed

><,Coodaea aakea aliye,' and then there was a lot of didipans

on the ataini bepin to fall, and they all tried to get up

eellar at once, and flieyfeU over eadi other; and O, my,

wkU a frowy emell came up to the kitchen from the oel-

tav. It waa enough to kill anybody. Pa wa» the flrat to

get to the head of the staira, and he etuck hia head in the

Utahen, and drew a long breath, and eaid 'wkooski Hen-

nary, your Pa i» a mi^ly eick man.' The deacon came

op n«rt, and he had run hia head into a hanging ahelf

and broken a gtaaa jar of hmskleherriaa, and they were

aU oret Um, and he said 'give me air. Berth's but a

dt^g^jfcear.' Then Ma and the deacon's wife came up on

• mtm, and thej looked tired. Pa began to ped off his

eoat ^mi veat and aaid he was going out to bniy them, and

Ma mM he aoold bury her, too, and I aAed the deaeon if

%i didu't notice a faint odor of sewer gas coming from the

•Aar, and my chum said it smdled more to him as thon^

,ft,ni*i.fag had erawied in the ceUar and died. Well, yon

never mm a sicker crowd, and I felt sorry for Ma and the

daaeon, 'oante their false teeth fell out, and I knew Ma

eonldnt gossip snd the deacon conldnt talk ssssy without

teeth. But you'd dide to see Pa. He was mad, and

thoo^ the deaeon h*d put up the job on him, and he was

gofaig to knock the deacon out in two rounds, when Ma

•aid there was no use of getting mad about a dispenaation


