
22

my great olyection to the abrogation of this treaty

is that it throws open again a wide field of contro-

versy. Who can measure by tlie eye a mile even

upon the land ? And how are your fishermen to

measure accurately three marine miles at sea even

in fair weather ? In a fog it is impossible to do so

;

and the naval officers, who may be sent down to

guard our mutual rights, will be us much mystified

and puzzled as they were before.

But it may be said you gave us your inshore

fisheries when we gave you ours. You did, but they

were of comparatively little value. This was the

objection that we took to the treaty in Nova Scotia

in 1854. Let me illustrate. Suppose a farmer,

living on a poor farm exhausted by successive

cropping, were to say to a neighbour having a rich

soil in high cultivation, let us save fencing and

throw our farms into one. [Laughter.] That was

your proposition, and it was accepted. Now mark

the result—that while your vessels have swarmed

in our waters for the last nine years, carrying oflf

enormous values every year, we have never sent a

vessel south during all that time, or caught a single

cargo of fish on the coasts or in the bays of the

United States. [Hear, hear.]

Let me ask your attention to. another matter

which requires to be explained. Mr. Seymour, of

New York, who made an excellent speech in favour

of the resolution, took exception to the high tariff


