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Op t«e inhabitants.

TH E firft white inhabitants of the Illinois came from Ca-

nada ; feme brought wives and families with them, others

married Indian women in thofc countries ; there is dill a continual

intercourfe between them and the Canadians. The men of thefc

countries are very fuperflitious and ignomnt; they are in general

adive and well made ; they are as good hunters, can bear as much
fatigue, and are as well acquainted with the woods, as the Indians;

mod of them have fome knowledge of the dialedts of the neigh-

bourtfig Indians and much affedt their manners. The price of la-

bour in general is very high, as moil of the young men rather

chufe to hunt and trade amongft the Indians, than apply to agri-

culture or become handicrafts. At the Illinois a man may be

boarded and lodged the year round on condition of his working

two months, one month in ploughing the land and fowing the

corn, and one month in the harvefl. The only trades they have

amongil them are carpenters, fmiths, mafons, taylors^ and mill-

wrights. The number of white inhabitants in this country, ex-

clufive of the troops, are about tv, houfand, of all ages and fexes ;.

in this number are included thofe who live at Fort St. Vincent's*

on the Ouabache. Thirty French foldierc were withdrawn iroiik

thence in the latter end of the year 1764. Th inhabita ts at this

poft live much at their eafe, having every thing neccffary for fheic

fubfiftence of their own production. Their commerc - is the lame

as that of the othe/ inhabitants of this country. .
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