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is true he could not make the niark of the

stone or the mountain reindeer, but he could

set his cloven foot to the instrument like the

great Ottomon, the father of the Turks, when
he put his signature to an instrument, he

put his large hand and spreading fingers in

the ink and set his mark to the parchment.

To see how far the folly of some would go,

I had once a thought of supplicating some
of the great elks or builaloes that run through

the woods, to make me a grant of a hun-

dred thousand acres of land and prove he

had brushed the weeds with his tail, and run

fifty miles.

I wonder if Congress or the dilTerent States

would recognize the claim ? I am so iar from

thinking -the Indians have a right to the soil,

that not having made a better use of it lor

many hundred years, I conceive they have

forfeited all pretence to claim, and ought to be

driven from it.

With regard to forming treaties or

making peace with this race, there are many
ideas

:

They have the shapes of men and may
be of the human species, but certainly in

their present state they approach nearer the


