
Mfa ExrrUmtg Uft otifrtior-in-Comirtt

fn llii' (ippral of fli( W'nmiiWfi liniinf of Trade (Shippers' See-
fion) from the deeision of the Hoard of Itailivaij ConimiHsion-
ers for Canada on the applicatiou of Canadian Railway Com-
panien for a rrcommendation to the (wovernor-in-CotinciJ

under the War MeasurvM Act for a fjenertU advance in freight

and frnmenger raten. (B. R. C. File 27S40).

The Winnipeg Board of Trade (Sliippers' Section) ackuow-
ledfjcs the receipt of arjnmients from the Grand Tnmk Railway
('<)ni]);uiy <»f Canjida and the (Jrand Trunk '^acifie Railway Com-
pany, the (Canadian Pacitic Railway Compa v and the Canadian
Northern Railway Company.

The Canadian Pacific Railway ('unipany is chiefly concerned
in tiic ajjjx'al, and we realize the necessity of giving first consider-

•ition to its facttnn. The contentions advanced there with refer-

ence to general (piestions are su])ported hy counsel for the other

•^nfpanies in their memoranda, so that re])etition may be avoided
le measure hy dealing in detail with only one.

The i-ailway c(>n\]«ini('s apparently hold fast to the belief that

this appeal has to do with matters of accounting only; that figures

constitute the ]trinci])al eridence; and that questions of policy are
not to h«' included in the ai>jK'al. That helief is the exact opposite

of our own. We think the opp«trtunity to approach the Govemor-
in-Coimcil includes the pri%ilege of discussing the whole railway
situation with a A icw to advocating the remedy that commends
itself to us as being most suitable at the present time. Our opinion
is strengthened by the knowledge that the Right Honorable the

Prime Ministei- has indicated to us that course by his attitude at

the hearing in Ottawa. As representatives of the public, we feel

that we should have ])lenty of scope to discuss transport ion

issues. The people provide the railway companies with all the
revenue that is secured thi'ough tolls, and their interest in the mat-
ter is not contined to the mere act of paying those tolls. They
have reason to inquire why they should pay them. If additional
charges are to be levied, they have the right to take any step that
will protect their legitimate interests.


