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t ri<i<^cd up like a

mVuvj. shij).

Althop.uh I liked visitini,^ the foreign ports, I ffot

iircd of the SoiithcnKlouii after a w Idle, and at the

iiid of a \oyaLfe which landed ir.e in New \ ork, I

decided to go into the Tnited States Navy. After

hiiiy by for a week or two, I enlisted and was

assiiiiied t<» duty as a secoTul-class tireuian.

People have said they thouifht I was pretty small

to 1 )e a iirenian ; thcv ha\e the idea that firemen

must l)e l)iu' men. Well, I am 5 feet 7h inches in

lieinht, and when I was sixteen I was as tall as I

am now and weiyhcd i(;8 pounds. I was a whole lot

heftier then, too, for that was before my introduc-

tion to '"kultur'* in (icrman prison camps, and

life there is not exactly fatteninu— not exactly. I

do not know why it is, but if you will notice the

navy firemen— the lads with the red stripes around

their left shoulders—vou will lind that almost all of

Ihciii are small men But lhe\- arc a hcftv lot.

Xow. in thic n [\\\, thev ahvavs worrv a new-

eoitier until he shows that he can t''ke care of himself.

and 1 not mv whack verv soon after T went into

lothc s mUncle Sam's service. I was wasiiing my c

a bucket on the forecastle deck, and every <;arby

(sailor) who came along used to gi\e me or the

us. 1- laclibucket a kick, and spill one or both of

time 1 moved to some other place, but I always

secme( 1 to 1 c m somebod \- s w av. Finallv, I saw a


