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recearcb, giving a general view of the wbole body of British Li-
terature, wvill bc t'ound an extrenely valuable guide; to this,
some of the claq3ed catalogues ofithe more celebrated libraries may
be added as uset'ül auxiliaries.

The improved sitility which would resuit from renderirig the
stores accumulatcd of easy access, hy roeans of a constant atten-
tion ta a scientific arrangrmc'-t, and c.r:' classed catalogue, is
seif-evident, and ta enlarge upon it would je quite super1luous.

These remnarks are becoming- someivhat prolix, and the writer
%would bave hesitated in obtruding ta such an extent on your ca-
lumns ; had he not thought from the circumnstance of several lh-
braries having been formed, and forming, which so far as he can
Jearn from their mode of' conducting, appear ta be new underta-
king@, the nature of which 15 generally imperfectly and insufici-
ently understood, that they might be of service.

It n>erely remains to aLler a remark or two on the admission
of Strangers, and of Honorary memhers.

A stranger should certainly, an the highest autbority; on that
whicb teacbes us ta do that ta olhers ivhich in simnilar cases wve
rnight reasonably and rightfülly wish ta have done ta us ; be
treated haspitably-and wilhout making chrre entiere, we may
put the key of' aur Library inta his handi. If the stranger be a
man fond of learning, he wil1 be mare tbankful for this than for
our wine and aur dinners-if be Le nat, bis hast will take care
how be introduce Liai. The gratitude of a scientillc stranger,
experiencing liberal treataient, might possibly confer essential
benefits.

As for Hanorary members, the very nature of such societies
implies not only their existence, but that the faveur of'their ac-
cepting such a designation 'shoutd be solicited and courted. In this
xnarch of intellect age, in this age of' freedom of' the press,
of' which it, bau been said, that it is like the air we breathe, and
tbat witbaut it we die, in this age cf slave emancipation and
of universal education, it waulcl Le strange, if in a society, pro-
fèessing ta be literary, and animated and guided by liberal and
literary sentiments, any vile feeling of paurds, shillings and pence,
or any persanal or political hastility, stili viler and mare despi.
cable, shauld interfère and prevent the conferring of the only
reward and encouragement, wbîcb such a society bas in its powver
te confer on tbose best entitled ta ils investiture.

As the abject of such a society is the enceuraging of literature,
and the attainment of learning,the ut«mast liberality sbould be sbe- n
in its conduct and management,-and it migbt be said that se long
as the pecuniary in'terests of' the proprieters were constantly ob-
,served, and] nothing like interloping encouraged, any persan of
literary or scientific attainments, and net in circumstances ena-
bling, him ta purchase, should,though a townsman and reeident, Le
an Honorary Yember. It would not even be tee great an ex-
tension af liberality to allew any person, resident or net, a non-
subscriber, te consuit a book ocça5lozially, for casual reference, in


