
SIJALL WE PUNISîl MURflER.

To take the life of any human being, except
in self defence or when the law commands it,
is illegal. That the laws ofany country conforna
in the main to its publie opinion is a thread-
haro trutl. We have no law punishing seduc-
lion w ith death. simrple because we dont want
it. To the passage of any sucb law, public
opinion would be overwbelmingly opposed.
But we have a law punishing murder. Then
w by not appiy it to a case falling within ht ?
)Wby not teach our young women to be on
their guard agaiuat designing men, and dis-
courage themi roin eonmitting- that awful
crime, muler ? One of the most perieiious
eonsequences of the acquittai of this clasa of
niiurderesses is the direct encouragement it
gives to others to commit murder unrder imi-
1cr circunistances. Recently, iii Marvland, a
,woman was made a heroine of for liaving twice
in succes-sion shot ber lover, who did flot marry
'ber bceuse, bcbgi,, tb'e only support of a
motber ard several sisters, be could not. A
;preminna 1' thus set on deliberate, cowardly
hionicide. But tbis is not aIl. The murdercd
person may have had good and substantiel
reasons fbr refîmsing 10 keep bis promise of
marriage. Ail tfiese, hou ever, are huried witb
bin ;cvery opporoudîiiy te present them, te
expliiiu bis conduet, to show that the muî'der-
ess, in bei double vole as judge and execution-
or, acted muîifiably, i)icxcuisa-biy, is gone;
for aI ber trial the public prosecutor is conflned
te proving the naked faet 0f the murder, sud
is not chlou d te invalidate or w caken w bat is
called the defence by subînitting te the jury
any evideuce lu explanalion or extenuation of
the murdered mnan's conduct. Time vade of
bummn life, already so frightfuliy iow in this
country, is lu this way bu ered stili more.

Tbe inconsistencies of public opinion have
already been pointed out. Although a man,
hnown te bc a seduicer, is treatedl noue the
worsc for Ibis, and bas the saivie ccess to so-
cicty as anybody else, y et bis violent dcath
clicits appiauso, or at least no condenînation.
Aithougli a proposition to mako seduction
legally punishabie witb deatb wouid not have
the least prospect of heing adopted by any
legisiature, yet wbcn a w oîan lu violation of
the laiv kilis ber seducer, thus doing that icl-
gaiiy which no one is wiliing 10 make legal, no
voico is beard lu reprobation of the outrage.
Such a rcmnarkahle phenomenon cails for an
expianation, for wbicb, lu the case of the bus,-
baud killinig bis wife's paramour, wo noed flot
he at a loss. The oniy supposition, upon
wbicb bis act could possibiy ho oxeusod, is
the very one uipou wbich, in mattors relating
to husband and wife, the comamon law lias al-
ways proceeded, viz. : tbat the wife bas no
will or mmid of ber own, and that, therefore,
the paramour is the only porson 10 wbom auy
bMaire or guiit attaches. That busband and
wife are but one porson, bas aiways been a
maxim, of the comînon law, by which, bowevcr,
ia practically maat that the busbaud is tho
one person. The wife, being supposefi to be

always acting under the coercion of ber lius-
baud, bas no power 10 contract ; ber agrec-
ments are of no effeet whatever ; sho eau not
even commit a crime lu bis presence, save in a
feîv exceptod cases. Ini fact so mucb is aIme
regarded as under bis coutrol that ho bas tho
rigbt, soiemnly conflrmed by an Englisb court
of justice a few years ago, to chastise bier cor-
porally wbenever ho tbiuks it nccessary.
There eau be no doubt that the above quotcd
maxima took its risc ln tbe saine modes of
tbomght andi action wbich, prevaiiing univer-
sally seven or emgbt buudred years ago, gave
birtb 10 the systemn of iaw denominated the
common. At that period, and indecd long
Ibereafter, this maxim. was living law, lu per,
feet consonance witb the semi-civilization 10
whicb the Engiisb bcd attaincd. Aitbougb in
the course of time opinions bave greatly
ehauged, se that in this country, at least, tbe
husbaud eau no longer enjoy the priviiege of
whipping bis wife, witlîout haviug 10 pay
deariy Ilîcrefor, yet lu other respects there
bas heen but little advance; venerable tradi-
tions fetters the minds of men, and, uinbekçnown
te then, warp their judgments; and the bus-
baud is stili looked upon as, to somoe extent,
the owner of bis family w'boso bonor be is ro-
quired 10 guard. The absurd notion of duel-
liss, tbat the infliction of a, hodiiy w ound cures
a mental one, is amoug sensible people bappily
exploded, but the parailci notion of busbands,
sîîniarly dcting back te, and transmitted frona
tbe middle ages, that by 1ziliing tlieir w ives'
paramours tiîey repair their laccrated bonour,
is receivcd with applauso. It is ouly wben
jonces wiil ceaso regarding the busband as the
owner of bis faiiy, and wili ceaso divestiug
the wife of thoso qualities of fiee w111 and re-
sponsible action with wbicb she is uaturaily
eudlowed, Ihat tbcy wili cao cease cquitting
the man, who, afler baving deliberatciy salis-
bced bimself of bis wife's guilt, deliberately
his ber aceomplice.

Iu the case also of tbe murder of the seducer
by the seduced, the worucun is cither habituaiiy
regardcd as baving no wl 1 , or cisc il ia coni-
sidered as overeome by the insidious wiies of
the soducer. That he cîso bas strong, fre-
quently ungoveruable passions, is a cunsidera-
lion always overiookod; ho is constcntiy repre-
sented as the smootb, calm, scbemiug villain,
w'ho effeets ber ruin witb undisturbed piacidi-
ty. An additionai elemeut, however, enters
int this case, viz. ; the dim, vague conscions-
noss under whicb j uries, and iudeed ali of us,
labor, that the relations bctwecn the sexes are
not whct tbey sbould bo, that the oue la op-
presed cnd occupios a suhordinate position 10
the otîmer. We do not bore mefer 10 the politi-
cal disabilities of womcn, but ouly 10 the social
inequalities and prejudices from wvbicb she
suffers. Though our confidence may ho strong
that the lime is near at baud wben no one will
any longer presume to diclate t0 woman ber
supposed peculiar sphere, yot aI tbe presout
moment Ibat lime lias miot come, cnd il is in
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