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gelther only 2s. 8d. a gallon, it undersells.and

thas drives ont of the market genuine Irish

whiskey worth Gs., besides briniging abad name

on Irish distillers. The Scotchmen repel the

impu tation thlat "silentIt" spirit is deleterious.

They admit that a vast deal of I blending',
dtes take place, but they say the Irish spirit is

thereby "improved." '[lie London Tines, in a
long article, in which it gives prominence and

pecedence to the Irish case, presents varions
tacts of interest and importance to the publie,
especially the consumera of Irish whiskey-a
beverage which, as far as the Britisi islands are

concerned, lias long beenl exceedingly popular.
Enterinig first on a lucid description of dis-

tillation in general, the rimes' writer notes
that a large number of vegetable substances
can he made to yield ardent spirit. This spirit,
whien prepared by any of the simple stills for-
merly in exclusive use, contains not only
ailcohol, the common basis of all spirit, min-

gled witlh more or less water, but ain admixture
of other ingredients, mostly oils, acids, ethers,
or analogous compotinds, whichi are soluble in
the diluted alcohol, and wihiclh are in every
case characteristic of the source from whicli
the distillate is obtained. Of course the alcolhol
and the water are invariably present. But the
other ingredients constitute the flavoring
matter by which any one kind of spirits is dis-
tinguiselid from other kinds, and by wiicli it
possesses its special properties. Tius spirit dis-
tilled fron the grape contains the oenanthic
chier or oil of wine; spirit distilled from corn
contains fusel oil i spirit distilled from molas-
ses, icel root, or potatoes contains substan-
ces proper to its raw material. An experi-
enced person bas no difliculty in declaring,
by snell or taste, the source from whici any
sampîle of recent spirit lias been obtained. The
crude, or new spirit, as it cones from
an old fashioned still, is never fit for litman
consumption. In some instances the esss-
tial oils brouight over with the distillate are
so noxious in their character, or so excessive
in quntity, or so unpleasant in flavor, that it
is nccessary to remove themi by rectification,
which is a process of re-distillation, after
admixture with substances calculated to ix and
retain the oils. In other instances the oils,
although ipleasant ct first, undergo oxidation
Or other chymical changes in course of time,
ad pass into new compounds of an agreeable
character. This process under ordinary condi-
lions occurs but slowly, and hence old spirits
like old wines, have come to be the mort
higilly and deservedly esteemed. Irish whiskey,
when genuine, is prepared in old fashioned
stills, called a pot ' stills,: by distillation from
a mash made partly fron malted and partly
fron unnalted barley. The process is so
umanaged as ta bring over a product of the
proper fineness loaded with only so much
essential Oil aswill undergo the desired changes
in a reasonable time. The new spirit is then
stored in old Sherry caks, from which il

derives some additional flaaor, and aleo its
well-known yellowish tint, and it is kept in
bond generally for about three years. By the
end of tsait time thse fusel oil which it Once
contained bas undergone conversion into other
and innoxious compounds, and the result,
the real Dubliin whiskey« is a spirit singularly

fre fron any tendency to produce acidity, and
flavored, in a manner highly esteemed by
connoiseusrs, vith the products of the gradual
and spontaneons decomposition of its fusel oil.
Frot whiskey made and treated as described,
the bulk of the fusel oil generally disappears
in about .twelve montlis, although the spirit
continues to undergo benelicial changes for a
much longer lime. The great sale of Dublin
whiskey, caused by the excellence of the article,
led the dealers or middlemen to cast about for
fresh sources of supply, and ia the year 180 an
Act of Parliaiment ielped their etdeavors by
giving permission to mix or " blend " spirits lis
bond. Previously a cask ofwhiskey purchased
fromt a distiller could not be tamspered with
until the purchaser had paid the duty and
carried the cask aw(ay. The large amsouînt of
capital which would have been locked tip lin
duty prevented adulteration on an extensive
scaile. Since 1860, iowever, the dealers have
been able to work their will with spirit in the
Govertinent ware-houses, and tieir mixtures
have been sent out as Irish or Dublin whiskey.

This brings uîs to the article called " silent"
spirit, so called presutmably because it tells no
tales with regard to hlie materials fromts whticl
il is derived. It seemus tat soute years ago, a
tMr. Cofly invented and patented at still which
may be vorked in Schil a manîner as to bring
over only a very smsall quantity of fusel oil and
analogous substances, or in such a imsanner as
to bring over none at all, lie .product being
thon pure diltied alcolsol, like the lrectified
spiritof %line " which is sold by druggists. This
silent spirit is now imported fromn Scotland il
suc qunntities that a " blead" nmade in the
Dublin Oustom bouse in Decenber, 1875, cou-
tairned 1,162 gallons of silent spirit imported
from Glasgow, two quantities of silent spirit,
respectively of 2,120 gallons and of 2.989
gallons, imported ,rom different houses in Edin-
burgh, 1,623 gallons of silent spirit fromu Came-
ron Bridge, and 298 gallons of silent spirit
manufactured nt Derry. lI the whole 8,102
gallons there was nothing but silent spirit, not
one drop of anytiing which could properly be
called wihiskey, and very little that was even of
Irish manufacture. Yet ite wlsole quantity
was exported frot the Dublin Ctoustom bouse as

Dublin wviskey." The dealers who carry on
these practices contend tisait the Irish whiskey
owes a great part of its peculiar flavor to the
fusel oil which it contains, froin which impurity
the Scotch silent spirit is nearly free. On this
point the Tines remarks :

lThe dealers or middlemen, who intervene
between the great Irish distillers and con-
sumers, in these pleas lose sight, or they wish
the public to lose sight, of two chief elemenlts
in lie question. It isquite certain that genuine

vhiskey, vhen it is new, contains fusel Oil, and
that fusel oil is deleterious to manu. But genu-
ine whiskey, when it is no longer new, ceases

to contain fusel oil; and its peculiar flavor,
which is~not deleterious, is a product of the

decomposition of fusei oil, and is itself an evi-

dence that this oil, which was once there, bas
ceased to exist. On the other hand, the silent

spirit, wçhich is pure in the chymical sense, is
undrinkable in its pure state, because, although
it is hol in the mouth, it is in other respects
tasteless. In order to render il marketable it

mast be doctored into sone resemblance to the
flavor of genuine Irish whiskey, and ils even-
tual qualities vill depend upos the ingredients
which are emnployed for this purpose. Who eau
pretend to say wihat these ingredients are, or
what may b tiheir effects, seeing that eatchi
dealer miay work b his owns recipe and mtay
have speciatl secrets of his own ? Considerinsg
that the ordinary basis o? lite manufacture is
silent spirit of known valie, it may be presumed
that variations of price are nmaily duIe to varia-
tions in cost of flavoring matter, or to varia-
tions in the tiue which different kinds of
flavoring matter require before the mixture
is ready to be sent out. It is supposed that the
thousands of butts of a vile comspound called
Ilamiburg Sherry which annually pass throuigis
the English Oustom louse, on their way to Ire-
land, are fortified with silent spirit and retusrnsed
to Enîgland uneder the nase of Irish vliscey.'

The Ti'mes calls for a sounîd Adulteration
Act, and adverls le the fact that the ptoisosa
which are added to dilste alcoiol to conlcali
its weikniess and reuier it intoxicating produce
a drunkenness of a more hurtui and hopeless
kind thai that which is produced by alcolol
itself. Oit accounst of extensive adulterations
lte suirit called " Genteva ' and ul timately t gin,"e

fel1 into disreptie vith respectable people.
The came o? "l blue ruin l was tfsastened on it,
and the phrase"gin-drinker" becameasynonym
for degradation. Whiskey is a perfectly detisnite
finid with characters of its owni, and those who
desire to pureiase it oughlt to be protected
against fratdulent imitations. The London
correspondent of the Scotsmtan says thtt a vigor-
ous effort is to be made to stop the blending of
spirits in bolide and is sarcastie onI "Irish Home
Ruilers and other patriots " vho want it lire-
vent competition betveen Irish and Scotch
"wiiskey." Tuese "paItriots," lie complains,
want to compel the public to buy Irish whiskey
utrelieved by any spirit, which " imiproves its
character and flavor." This, in view of the
" blend" Iabove noticed, is certainly a comnical
way of putting the Scotch case. But, if there
are consumers who like to drink I silent" spirit
varioisly flavored, they are free to indulge
thiselaves. Only let tieir delectable con-
pounds be sold sunder tlieir own anme, and not
under a nane covering msisrepresentatios and
deceit.

The first part of what Sheridan sauid of Lord
Dundas, tiait lie depended ori bis imagination
for his facts, and on his memory. for his wit,
may be applied as a compliment b the corres-
pondent of the New York Hlerald at O ttîva. Oa
the first instant ie sends to that paper news of
what is lheaded "Failure of a Canadiane Batik,"
and quotes iromn the memoraisind of approxi-
mate value of assets and liabilities of the Metro-
politan Bank in its recett private report to te
shareholders as to its presont condition. We
have to insform our worthy exciange tisat tise
Metropolitan Batik has not suspended, is paying
over its counter all claims and receiving depo-
sits and payments of bills as ls usual with
solvent banks. Its unimpaired capital paid up
is $500,000, and the lawful call of 10 per cent
on the unpaid balance of stock is about bing
made. This call may be repeated monthly until
the Bank bas re-acquired the amoant of ils for-


