
46 NO REFUGE BUT IN TRUTH

puts a clerical writer who was, no doubt, 
a sincere lover of truth.

The religious disturbance shows itself 
at the same time in the prevalence of wild 
superstitions, such as Spiritualism, rising 
out of the grave of religious faith, and at­
testing the lingering craving for the 
supernatural, somewhat like the mysteries 
of Isis after the fall of national religion at 
Rome.

The crisis has come on us rather sud­
denly, in consequence partly of great 
physical discoveries. The writer as a 
young student heard Buckland struggling 
to reconcile geology with Genesis. Now 
the struggle is to reconcile Genesis with 
geology. Before this wonderful advance 
of science and criticism combined, there 
had been comparatively little of avowed, 
still less of popular, scepticism. Rous­
seau was a sentimental theist ; Voltaire 
erected a church to God. This vast “Mod­
ernism,” as the poor, quaking Pope rather 
happily calls the ascendancy of science 
and criticism, has changed all. It is con­
ceivable that, now as on some former


