
[ 23 ]

into fo ftrong a Prejudice in favour of the

Conqueft, as we have experienced.

But tho' the Conqueft of Cape-Breton

may have anfwered the Purpofe of the

Miniftry at that time, I could not help

looking on them as very bad Englijhmen^

fliould they poftpone fo defirable and ne-

ceflary a Work as Peace for the Sake of
indulging to a fickly Prejudice they them-
felves had induftrioufly created, to fervc

private Ends j fhould they, I fay, affedt to

detain that ufelefs, expenfive Ifland, to the

Obftrudlion of Peace in our prefent Situa-

tion, I (hould look on theni as the leaft

difcerning and unfaithfuUeft Servants the

Publick ever had in thefe Nations. -
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For, I aflure myfelf, they are by this

Time highly fenfible, as I doubt not you
are, and every other intelligent Adventurer

in the Kingdom, that the Benefits arifing

from our Pofleflion of that Ifland for fifty

Years to come, would not compenfate for

the Expence of maintaining it for a fingle

Year. The Soil produces nothing, or next

to nothing ; the Climate is fo exceflively

bad and unwholefome, that not many fur-

vive a very few Months Refidence there
j

and the Nature of the Stone is fuch as well

as that of the Air, that the prefent Fortifica-

tions
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