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atroiigly impressed un me thc'grcat advantages of an united CiovorDUicnt

;

and I was gratified by finding the leading minds of tlie varioud Coloniea
strongly and generally inclined to a scheme that would elevate their coun.
tiies into something like a national existence. I thought that it would
be the tendency of a federation, sanctioned and consolidated by a Mon.
archical Government, grndually to become a complete Legislative Union ;

and that thus, while conciliating the French of Lower Canada, by leav-

ing them the Government of their own Province and their own interna 1

legislation, I might provide for tho ptitection of British interests by the
general Government, and for the gradual transition of the Provinces into
a united and homogeneous community.
But the period of gradual transition is past in Lower Canada. In the pre-

sent state of feeling among the French population. I cannot doubt that any
power which they might possess would be used against the policy and the very

existence of any formof British Government. I can- t doubt that any French
Assembly that shall again meet in Lower Canada will use whatever power, be
it more or less limited, it may have, to obstruct the Governmera, anil undo
whatever has been done by it. Time, and the honest co-operation of the various

parties, would be required to aid the action of a Federal Consiiluticn ; and
time is not allowed, in the present state of Lower Canada, nor co-operation to

be expected from a Legislature, of which the majority shall represent its French
inhabitants. I believe that tranquillity can only be restored by subjecting

the Province to the vigorous rule of an English majority ; and that the only

efficacious Government would be that formed by a Legislative Union.

If the population of Upper Canada is rightly estimated at 400,000, the Eng-
lish inhabitants of Lower Canada at 150,000, and the French at 450,000, the

Union of the two Provinces ivould not only give a clear English majority, but
one which wjuld be increased every year by the influence of English emigration

;

and I have little doubt that the French, when once placed, by the legitimate

course of events and the working of natural causes, in a minority, would aban-
ucp tnclr vain hopes of nationality. I do not mean that they would immediEttely

give up their present animosities, or instantly renounce the hope of attaining

their end by violent means. But the experience of the two Unions in the British

Isles may teach us how effectually the strong arm of a popular Legislature

would compel the obedience of the refractory population; an i the hopelessness of
success would gradually subdue the existing animosities, and incline the French
Canadian population to acquiesce in their new state of political existence. I

certainly should not like to subject the French Canadians to the rule of the

identical English minority with which they have so long been contending ; but
from a majority emanating from so much more extended a source, I do not
think they would have any oppression or injustice to fear ; and in this case the

far greater part of the majority never having been brought into previous collision,

would regard them with no animosity that would warp their natural sense of

equity. The endowments of the Catholic church in Lower Canada, and the

existence of all its present laws, until altered by the united Legislature might
be secured by stipulations similar to (hose adopted in the union between Eng-
land and Scotland. I do not think that the subsequent history of British

Legislation need incline us to believe that the nation which has a majority in a
popular Legislature is likely to use its power to tamper very hastily with the

laws of the people to which it is united.

The Union of the two Provinces would secure to Uppnr Canada the presftit

great objects of its desires ; all disputes as to the division or amour.t ei the re-

venue would cease ; the surplus revenue of Lower Canada would supply the

deficiency of that part of the Upper Province ; and the Province thus placed

beyond the possibility of locally jobbing the surplus revenue, which it cannot

reduce, would, I think, gain as much by the arrangement as the Province which
would thus find a means of paying the interest of its debt. Indeed, it would be

by no means unjust to place this burden on Lower Canada, inasmuch as

the gi-eat public works for which the debt was contracted, are as much the

concern of one Province as the other. Nor is it to be supposed that, whatever

may have been the mismanagement in which a great part of the debt originated,

the canals of Upper Canada will always be a source of loss instead of profit.

The completion of the projected and necessary line of public works would be

promoted by such an Union. The access to the sen would be secured to Upper


