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Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-The
Sun shone over there too.

Han. Mr. SCOTT-If my hon. friend wiUl
look over the eilhteen years of Conserva-
tive administration lie wiIl flnd the United
States exporte were cllmblng Up rapldly.

Hon. Mfr. LOUGHEED-And fair more
rapidly than ours ln the last five yeara.

Hon. Mfr. SCOTT-My hon. friend cannot
explain It on that ground, because our
producta had to displace the products of
some other country. The British people
bad to take our gooda ln preference
ta those of some ather country, and
my hon. frlend cannot explaîn It away.
It lo too strong, it la too much ln
evîdence, because It is preposterous to say
that ln every year between 1878 and 180;
there were flot opportunities for calling tire
attention of the British people to the su-
perlorlty of our produets. It certalnly was
nat done lu a way, at ail crenta, to attract
attention. As I said before, sentiment la
very often stronger than acts of parliament,
and the sentiment of thie Brtish people was
aroused and there is nîo manner of doubt
that they took a very much greater Inter-
est ln Canadian affaire after their atten-
tion was called to Canada by the preferen-
tial tariff.

Hon. Mfr. McCÂLLUII-You caunot feed
people on sentiment
.Hon. Mfr. SCOTT-People were fed durlng

the eighteen years. They were fed by some
other country during that time. I main-
tain that the prosperlty of a country la not
due to an exchange of articles wlthin Ita
own limita, as my han. frlend contended.
He stated. that he dld not thlnk It was lui
the interesta of -Canada that Importations
of so, large a character as have marked the
trade returus of the past two years shonld
take place. I do not ngree wlth hlm. 1
thlnk If we look at the statlstlcs of Canada
or Britaîn or any other- country we will
fInd'that the moat correct barometer of the
prosperity of a country la Its trade wltb
outalde countries. We muet ail admit that
the prosperity of Great Brîtain la due to the
enormous advantages of that country ln
secnrlng the tracle of other countries. Its
prosperity lncreased with Ita lncreaslng
trade abroad, and so It was wlth Canada.
If hou. gentlemen will just taire the figures

they wIll find that my statement la con-
firmed absolutely. It ls adrnltted that there
was depreasion la Canada-there is no
doubt about the fact-between 1873 and
1878, the five years la whlch It was the
mîstortune of the Liberal party to bie ln
power.

Hon. Mfr. FERGUSON-Dîd the sun shine
ln those days at ail ?

Hlon. Mfr. SCOTT-We had our share of
sunahine, but not the share of outaide trade
that we should have had. The secret was
that the United States could not buy aur
lumber, and the people of Europe could nat
buy our grain and cattle and varions pro-
ducta, and sa our tirade dropped very con-
siderably la those years, nnd It was the only
tîme la wblch Canadian trade dîd drop.
Our exporte dropped from $89,000,000 ta $79,-
000,000 and aur general trade dropped froni
$217,000,000 ta $177,000,000. 1 wIll now, la
round figures, give my han. friend the bene-
fit of these returns ta bear ont wbat I have
stated, that the standard of a conntry's pros-
perlty la Its trade with the outslde world,
and 1 do nat think It can bie controverted,
aud I neyer heard it contraverted. The evi-
dence la too patent, partlcularly If we con-
suit the histories of the United States and
Great Brîtain. Ia 1878 our aggregate trade
was $172,000,000, and la 1896 It had gone
to $239,000,000. M y han. frienda wlll say
that there was a great deal of prosperley
durlng that tume, from their standpolnt, ai-
thaughi we have the tact that many of thre
factoies to-day are dalng a very muc> bot-
ter aud larger business than they did dur-
ing that tîme. We know that there were a
good many failures among some of the new
factories, particnlarly the cotton factories.
Perhalis the capital was ln excess of tire de-
manda of thre people, and they badl ta secure
outaide markets lu arder ta succeed. Frroni
some cause or other there vaîs consîclerable
tailure. But I maîntaîn that aince 1896,
siîîce thre stimulus given ta thre changed con-
dItions la Canada by the preferentlal tairiff,
by tire through transportation, by tire stimu-
lus given ta the trade of the country tirrougir
facilities cffered by cold storage, and ln-
creased subsîdies ta steamships, particniarly
the Manchester lune, the lncreased tirade
can be- accounted for ln that way aud It
fa soxnethlng worth knowing. Now the
whoie increase la the aggregate trade of


