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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, November 6, 1985

The House met at 2 p.m.

® (1405)
STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S.O. 22
[English]

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
BUDGETARY CUT-BACKS

Hon. Chas. L. Caccia (Davenport): Mr. Speaker, one year
ago almost to the day the Government decided to cut useful
and important services. In the case of the environment the
Government slashed, without consideration of long-term
consequences, $3.8 million from the Canadian Wildlife Ser-
vice, a 27 per cent reduction in the strength of the service
which has a national and international reputation for outstand-
ing research and activities. Some 72 highly qualified scientists,
technicians and the like have been lost. A unique federal role
has disappeared including, despite denials, the research into
herring gull eggs and toxicity in the Great Lakes.

Some $18.7 million has been cut from the Parks Canada
budget. Planned developments have been postponed, delayed,
or made conditional upon funding by way of public drives;
marine park announcements have been postponed; future plan-
ning has been curtailed; user fees have been increased; amend-
ments approved by the Liberal Government have been delayed;
and northern parks and wilderness area announcements have
been postponed.

Some $6 million for a toxicology centre at Guelph has been
cut. Forgone is the opportunity to establish a centre of excel-
lence for North America which would attract top quality
scientists, including Canadians presently working abroad. A
brain drain of emerging Canadian scientists is therefore at
stake.

Mr. Speaker: I regret to advise the Hon. Member that his
time has expired.

APARTHEID
SOUTH AFRICA—GOVERNMENT BAN ON NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY
Mr. Howard McCurdy (Windsor-Walkerville): Mr. Speak-
er, the Botha Government has decided that if television and

photo reporting of demonstrations, funerals, and brutal police
behaviour is banned in South Africa, we in the West will

believe that they no longer exist. Mr. Botha’s desire to do his
killing behind closed doors is a clear indication that the
Government of South Africa does not intend to introduce
significant reform to end apartheid and bring about democrat-
ic rule in that country.

Yesterday the Pretoria Government seized clergyman Allan
Boesak’s passport just hours after a court ruled it should be
returned to him. This demonstration of contempt for the courts
and the rule of law is one more indication that that anti-demo-
cratic Government has no intention of working toward reform
in that country.

Surely a Government which denies its citizens fundamental
human rights and hides its terrorist tactics from the world
should be shut off from the world through the termination of
all diplomatic relations.

CRIME PREVENTION WEEK
CITIZENS’ CONTRIBUTIONS TO LAW ENFORCEMENT

Mr. Jim Jepson (London East): Mr. Speaker, during Crime
Prevention Week people across the country take time to high-
light special measures which can be used in each community,
by the citizens themselves, to assist professional law enforce-
ment officers in crime prevention.

In the last five years we have seen the aggregate crime rate
gradually start to subside. This is due, in large part, to
increased public consciousness with regard to a community’s
intolerance of criminal activity. Programs such as Block Par-
ents, Neighbourhood Watch, Crime Stoppers, and Crime Pre-
vention Week are excellent examples of how citizens can take
part in creating safer neighbourhoods.

Preventive measures are only one part of our criminal justice
system and must be complemented by effective enforcement,
prosecution, and rehabilitation facilities. Canadians are taking
preventive steps to help themselves from becoming victims of
crime. It is our responsibility, as legislators, to see that the
other parts of the system function effectively.

We must ensure that our courts can use effectively designed
legislation to defend community safety and private property.
In recent times our system has elevated the protection of
individual rights, particularly of the accused, far above the
emphasis on responsible behaviour. This trend will have to be
reversed through tough but just enforcement and a penal
system which places equal emphasis on justice, the rights of
victims, and positive rehabilitation based on responsibility and
self-reliance. If these goals are pursued, then the efforts of our



