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Unemployment insurance

that would be j ust and fair criticism. But when
you are dealing with the provisions made for
hospitals ut the present time, grants in aid,
provisions with respect ta the maintenance of
health, at least in these provinces, and when
the statement is made ta us by many of the
provincial premiers that tbey propose to deal
with a scbeme of 'health insurance, what are
we ta do? What do we propose to do here?
We propose to lay the foundation for a
national health measure, and you cannot do
that in a night; nor have we in ail the depart-
mnents af the pulblic service the information
that woixld enaible any scheme of health in-
surance ta be adopted. The census figures in
1931 weve prepared sa as ta enable us ta deal,
with some degree of actuarial certainty, with
the prahlem of unemployment insurance,
whi'ch bas been discussed. in this country for
a considérable time. We now have the in-
formation based on tihat census. But 1 say
ta this cammittee with perfect irankness that
we have no such information with respect
ta -a system af bealtb insurance.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): We have
in aur province.

Mr. BENNETT: I know wbat they have
there, because tbey have talked the matter
over with us. The preceding government dis-
cussed the matter at some length and Doctor
Young-'I hope he is stili living-asf long as
fifteen years ago was endeavouring ta accum-
ulate the information that would en-able
themn ta deai with tihe pro.blem. Now, laying
the foundation as we are, we propose ta
proceed with the accumulation of knowledge
that neyer bas been gathered before in the
terms in which it will be gathered here;- and
secondiy, not ta impose this structure of health
insurance uan that body of information. For
what woul happen if the goverfiment brought
in a bill dealing with bealth insurance, heving
regard ta conditions in the provinces and their
facihities? What we do propose ta do is ta
f ollow that to ite logical end and, in tihe first
instance, ta do wbat ane hon, gentleman
suggested-I do not know where he derived
bis infoDmation--give sucb assistance ta the
provinces at this time as wdll enable them.
ta coordinate their efforts with this plan. And
I believe that ultimately it will be fourni that
the provinces, ini their desire ta coardinsate and
to cooperate, will ini ail probability place the
administration, the broad administration, not
the detailed administration, with this commis-
sion. But ta do it now, witbout baving any-
thing furtber tban we have at tbe present
time, would be ridiculous.

We are endeavouring ta attain the very
object whicb members of tbis bouse have
asked for; we are endeavouring ta reach the
end wbicb ýthey so mucb desire; and we are
met wi.tb this suggestion, "Wipe it out; don't
pay any attention ta that; we would rather
see it taken out of the bill altagetber". Tbey
do not want ta lay the faundation but ta
build an edifice banging in C1 e air, ta swing
in space and îall down. Does tbe cam-
mittee seriously consider wbat is lavai-
ved? The strang language af the bon.
member for Vancouver Centre ('Mr. Mac-
kenzie) does not improve the situation. His
strong a.nd vigorous and, I think, wholly un-
warranted attacks a.gainst myseif on public
platforms are wholly unwort-hy of a former
cabinet minister and a member ai the profes-
sion ta which 1 belong. But that is flot a
matter ai importance; I mention it to-nigbt
only because he has seen fit ta talk in bis
usual-I would flot use a barsh terma-irres-
ponssble language.

Some bon. MEMBERS: Oh, ah.

Mr. BENNETT: 1 say that deliberately,
because it must have been irresponsible. Now,
you have here an earnýest effort ta achieve au
end; and tbe tbanks we get for endeavouring
ta achieve it is ta be told, "Wiýpe it out."
Why in the name ai comman sense ehould
you say that because one set ai men are
endeavauring ta grapple with a situation it la
wrong, wbereas if anot!her set ai men grappied
with it it would be .rigbt? It does seem very
strange, does it not? 1 ask each one of the
members opposite me from. the variaus prov-
inces ta take tbese two sections and apply tbem
ta the facts in their respective provinces and
ta ask tbemselves wbether tbey know af any
method by wbi-ch, bonestly administered wîth
the cooperatian and aid of the federal
authority, bath financial and otherwise, you
could lay the foundation for a scbeme ai
national health. Wben the praper time cornes,
if tbe minister succeeds in bis endeavour ta
bring about some concerted plan ai effort,
we wil take the necessary steps ta assist in
seeing tibat it is carried out-whether tbrough
this commission or wbether tbrough the pro-
vincial healtb departments, depends entirely
upon the attitude cd the departmente. And
the reason this goes no further than ta lay
that foundation is that we are unable ta speak
with any degree of authority as ta their views.
At one time they express one v-iew, at another
time another, and on another occasion stil
another, depending very largely on the politi-
cal complexion ai the governments that ex-
press the views. Here you have the purp ose


